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Notes from the Executive Director Village Hours
By William J. Dichtl

The year is wrapping up quickly with less than a month left in 2014. There are still plenty of October-April
opportunities to come to the Heritage Village Museum for a visit. Check out the list of activities

and events to do in this issue of Time Steps. Wednesday-Friday
You will also see 2015 is going to start out busy with eight first-person programs in January and 10:00 am-4:00 pm
February and the Chocolate, Champagne, and Candlelight event on February 21. In March, we will ) )
once again be working with Everything But The House (EBTH) to hold an online auction at the
Village. We have begun collecting things for the auction. If you have something you would like to
donate for the auction, give me a call to schedule a time to drop it off. If you have large items, we
can arrange to have your items picked up. All donations are tax deductible. Wednesday-Saturday
Haunted Village was a huge success with more than 3300 visitors attending during six night event.
This was an increase of almost 500 people from last year. A big thank you goes to more than 160 10:00 am-5:00 pm
volunteers who dealt with rain and, on one night, a power outage! The power outage put Sunday
everything in the dark but the Gatch Barn and Hayner House. Power was restored to the rest of 1:00 pm-5:00 pm
the Village, but ten days later it went out again. Since then Duke Energy decided it was time to
replace the wire underground from the transformers. They hired a contractor to come out and
install the wire in conduit which was completed prior to Thanksgiving.

May-September

Office Hours:
I would like to take this opportunity to announce the Heritage Village Museum monthly giving

program. As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Monday- Friday
Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a donation using your credit card. By making this recurring® 8.30 am—4:30 pm
gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just complete the form below and mail it

or drop it off at the office. (513) 563-9484

___ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount

Private tours, school
checked below. I understand I need to tell you when I no longer wish to give.

programs and scout
programs available
$25 ___$15 __$10 $___ (Any amount great than $5.00) year round by

appointment.

$50

Cardholder Name

Card number

Expirationdate: __ /__/ 3 digit security code

Cardholder Signature

___ My employer, will match my gift.
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Quilt Exhibit Closing

Heritage Village is announcing the closing of the
“Quilts of the Community” exhibit. The 13-quilt
exhibit will be closing on December 19.

The featured quilts are from the local community.

Dating back from the late 1800s to 2007, these
quilts include patterns such as, “Drunkard’s
Path”, “Capital T”, and “Irish Chain”. Other quilts
are contemporary using fabric with candy prints,
dolls, and butterflies.

Viewing is available during our normal museum
hours: Wednesday - Friday 10:00 am- 4:00 pm.
Admission to the exhibit is $2.00 for adults, $1
for children 5-11. Children under 4 and museum
members are free.

Heritage Village Museum Annual Quilt Raffle!
The winner will be picked on December 14th
during our Holly Days event, so hurry and come
buy your raffle ticket!

Tickets for the raffle are available in the gift shop
or you can all the office at (513) 563-9484 to
purchase tickets. The
price of one ticket is
$1.00 or buy six tickets
for $5.00.

Timesteps

#HVCostumeContest

Follow us on social media:

F You
Ls
WORDPRESS

As Haunted Village was in full bloom, we held

our first ever Facebook Costume Contest! Over 22
children ages 13 and under entered our contest
using the hashtag #HVCostumeContest and showed
off their best Halloween costumes. The three
weekly winners (shown below) were dressed as
Katy Perry, a Skeleton, and a Pilot. Congratulations
to the Pilot who won the overall Grand Prize: a 1
year FREE family membership to the village! Thank
you so much for sending in your great entries and
for voting. Please don’t hesitate to let us know
what we can do to improve the contest for next

time!
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Chocolate, Champagne & Candlefight

Join us February 21st from 7:30 pm-9:30 pm for a romantic night of sampling chocolate desserts along
with champagne, wine, and music. There will also be a raffle and silent auction to benefit the Village.

This year our event will be at Raffel’s Banquet Hall in Evendale. The Chris Comer Trio will be providing
the music.

Call 513-563-9484 to buy your tickets early and SAVE!
Between December 1-December 31
Anyone can purchase a ticket for $20 each-no limit.

After December 31, the price for a discount is
4 or more $20/member $25/nonmembers

Regular price:$25 each/$45 couple/member
$30 each/$55 couple/nonmember

Shelia Gray, from Local 12,
will be the MC.

PenPal Membership

As Christmas nears consider a PenPal Membership as a gift. This membership program is for kids 2nd
through 4t grade (it will be expanded through 7t grade later). Your child will receive a letter from a
child each month that lived during the Civil War in one of the buildings in the Village. Throughout the
year activity sheets will be included with the letter.

With the first letter your child will get five trading cards and at events there will be someone to trade
cards with. The trading cards feature buildings in the Village, people connected to the buildings, events
in United States history, famous Americans, and more. Every time you renew your membership, you
will receive another card. Cards are available for purchase in the gift shop. Your child also gets in free
to events. If you recommend someone for the PenPal, for each person to sign up who puts your name
on the application, you will get one free pack of trading cards.

PenPal membership is $15.00. Send a check along with your child’s

Name Age Grade
Parent’s name Parent’s email
Street address

City State___ Zip code

Mail to: Historic Southwest Ohio P.O. Box 62475 Cincinnati, OH 45262



___________ Volunteers Needed!

[t takes a dedicated community to run our
Village and we are in need of your talents in the

following areas:

e Education programs: assisting with children

from pre-school to 5th grade.

e Gift Shop: inventory, organization, and

ordering of goods.

e Marketing: researching organizations that
we can promote our events to and expand

our audience.

¢ Volunteer Coordinator: recruit and schedule
volunteers for events and conduct volunteer

meetings.

If you can help us in any of these areas, please
contact Bill at 513-563-9484 or email at
wdichtl@heritagevillagecincinnati.org.

Thank you to everyone that helps Heritage
Village improve our community through
engaging and connecting visitors with the

history of Southwest Ohio.

Timesteps

Christmas at Balmora

Heritage Village Museum invites you to join us for
our Christmas Balmoral program. Be a part of all
of the festivities happening in Balmoral Castle! On
December 16th, join us at the Village to meet
Margaret Cummins, the head housekeeper of
Balmoral during the reign of Queen Victoria. The

event begins at 12:00pm.

Margaret Cummins (played by actress Jessica
Michna) will be preparing for the arrival of the
royal couple and their nine children, as well as
give you the opportunity to learn about the
traditions and history of the season. Jessica
Michna is an acclaimed historical actress who has
played the roles of prominent historical figures
such as Eleanor Roosevelt, Mary Todd Lincoln,
Hellen Keller, and many more. At the event you
are to bring your own lunch, but drinks and

dessert will be provided by Grand Finale.

Tickets are $17 for museum members and $20

non-members. Call 513-563-9484 to register.
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Heritage Village Museum held a First American Regiment Encampment during the second week of

November where guests got to learn about military life on the frontier.

Created by Congress in 1784, the First American Regiment comprised the entire United States Army for

seven years following the Revolution. A major task of the Regiment was construction and renovation of

eleven frontier military posts, including Fort Washington in Cincinnati. They also protected government
surveyors and treaty commissioners, acted as spies and explorers, removed squatters and sheltered

pioneers against Indian attacks.

At the encampment, officers were on hand to discuss garrison life, Indian Wars, and recruit new
soldiers. Our guests were learned how to load a cannon, survey land and the difference between a rifle
and a musket. They also found out how the private soldier survived and their roles while learning about
the lives of women and children who followed the army into the wilderness. The encampment provided

a great opportunity for our visitors to get a first hand look at military life in the late 1700s.
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o #Holly Days o

Heritage Village Museum is happy to announce another year of Holly Days. Just in time for the
holiday season, visitors will be taken on a trip back in time to experience how the holidays were
celebrated during the 19th-century. The event will take place Saturday and Sunday, December
13th and 14th, from 12pm-4pm.

Each one of our historical houses i
decorations similar to those in the 18¢€ e authentic Victorian crafts and try
some homemade holiday treats. Y display, storytelling and local
musicians . 01 eekend.

overed with bright, traditional

Admission for Holly Days is $8 for ages 5-11, and free for museum
members and children under the age ¢ ation please call (513) 563-9484 or
visit www.heérits nnati.org

Music Schedule

Saturday December 13th
1:00 pm: Princeton Community Middle School Chamber Orchestra

2:00 pm: The Men of Faith from Faith Community United Methodist Church
3:00 pm: Fairfield High School Symphonic Choir

Sunday December 14th
12:15 pm: The Golden Trio

1:00 pm: West Chester Symphony Woodwind Trio
2:00 pm: The Four Hoarsemen Barbershop Quartet

3:00 pm: Living for Tuesday
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Queen Victoria ruled the British Empire from 1837 to 1901. This period is known as the Victorian Era.
It was during this era that many of the Christmas traditions we hold dear today began or were spread to
a large audience. The Christmas tree is one such tradition. The origin of the tree being a symbol of
Christmas is unknown. It is widely believed that the Christmas tree is of German origin with credit giv-
en Martin Luther for establishing it as such. The story is told that on a clear Christmas Eve while Martin
Luther was out for a stroll, he became so moved at the sight of all the stars in the sky that he chose an
uprooted fir tree and brought it home. He then decorated it with candles to recreate the sight.

The first Christmas tree was introduced in the United States during the
1820s by Germans settling in Pennsylvania. By the late 1840s the
Christmas tree was common throughout the United States, Canada, and
the rest of the British Colonies. This happened because Queen Victoria’s
husband, Prince Albert, who was from Brunswick Germany, set up a tree
for their children at Windsor Castle. These early trees were decorated
with nuts, fruits, gingerbread, candles, paper ornaments, and natural
o items.

Glass ornaments in the last half of the century were beautiful, but expensive. Very few homes had glass
ornaments on their trees. The ornaments were made in Germany by glass blowers. As technology
improved, mass production of glass ornaments made them cheaper and by the end of the 19th century,
they were finding their way into American homes. Animals, birds, balls, and Santa Claus were some of
the most popular ornaments.

There is a legend that a green glass pickle ornament would be hidden in the tree. The parents would
reward the first child to find the pickle with an extra gift. The idea was to have the children look at all
the decorations and be observant. Another pickle legend surrounds a Bavarian, John Lower, who fought
for the Union during the Civil War. The story goes that he was a prisoner in Andersonville Prison and
was near death. He convinced a guard to give him a pickle to eat. By eating the pickle, Lower was both
mentally and physically buoyed and survived. Upon going home he started his own tradition of hiding
the pickle ornament in the tree. The first to find it would have one year of good luck.

May you and your family enjoy the Christmas season and have good luck throughout 2015.
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First Person Program Series

Join us this January & February as we present our First Person Program Series,

which highlights both local and national historical figures.
Each program begins at 7:00 pm and includes dessert.
Get a discount when you join us for 3 or more programs! Call 513-563-9484 to register.

See our website, www.heritagevillagecincinnati.org for cost and program details.

Johnny Appleseed Black Hoof Reverend James Kemper
January 9th January 16th January 23rd
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Harriet Beecher Stowe Jessie Ward Durbin Dr. Henry Langdon
January 30th February 6th February 13th
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Theodore Roosevelt Mary Todd Lincoln
February 20th February 27th
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Wow, the autumn season has come and gone so quickly and it feels
like I just began my internship at the village. I guess the saying that
goes “time flies when you’re having fun” stays true to this day. I've
enjoyed every minute spent here and learned quite a lot. During my
time, I've gotten the opportunity to meet and interact with so many
new faces as well as gained an understanding of all the hard work
that goes into keeping the Village running smoothly on a day-to-day
basis. I loved getting the opportunity to handle the Village’s social
media accounts and being one of the people that gave Heritage
Village Museum “a voice.” I can say that this internship has given me
the opportunity grow and develop as a professional and I want to
thank everyone who went along with me for the journey. Although I
am leaving now, [ won’t be gone forever; you may see me every now
and then during future events. I want to wish Heritage Village best of
luck in the upcoming year as [ know they will thrive and continue to
create an incredible experience for all of their future guests.

Power Outage in the Village
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Fall Farewell

©

As some of you may be aware, the village has undergone a few power

outages throughout the month of October. Due to the outage, the
Village hasn’t been able to run as smoothly as we know it can. Work
has been done by AMS Construction, which was contracted by Duke

Energy, to resolve the problem. In the mean time, if you or anyone you

know owns a generator, snow blower, or any items similar in nature

that aren’t being used, we would appreciate a donation of those items

in order to keep the Village running in tip top shape.
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The Settlement of Columbia

The settlement of Columbia was little more than a month old when surprisingly peace was prevailed
between a settler, soldier and Indian during an unusually warm Christmas Day.

Flatboats, waiting cautiously on the Kentucky side of the Ohio River, poled their way over and the
settlement of Columbia began. Predating Cincinnati by about a month, this settlement was the first of
the original three of the Symmes or Miami Purchase. Losantiville (Cincinnati) and North Bend followed
in successive order.

8l The settlers of Colombia, led by Benjamin Stites, began dismantling their
flatboats and used the finished wood along with the timber being cut on
site. Soon, they christened “Fort Miami” and the first permanent inhabitants
f the Cincinnati area were reasonably safe from threats outside its walls.

| The settlement of Columbia and Fort Miami were originally claimed by the

' Shawnee Indians. They unwillingly signed a treaty in 1786 giving away
 their claim to most of Southwestern Ohio to the fledgling United States. Due
o their suspicions, the Shawnee made fairly frequent visits to the

| settlement for trade and maintained an amicable relationship with the

' settlers.

On Christmas Day, 1788, the Shawnee were caught off guard when the settlers invited them to be part of
their celebration of signing the treaty. This moment of peaceful co-existence was nearly destroyed by
the arrival of the troops who had also been invited. After tense moments, the Shawnee stayed and
enjoyed the festivities; a pleasant, entertaining time was had by all. Thanks and celebration of
Christmas turned into a multi-cultural event that managed to continue the fragile peace in frontier Ohio.
So when you think of the typical thanksgiving narrative of Pilgrims and Indians, remember that on a
mild Christmas day, 226 years ago, the very same event occurred within the area we know as Cincinnati.

1860 Christmas Dinner Menu

First Course
Apple Soup

Second Course
Battered Oysters

Main Course
Roast Pheasant with
Sweet Potato Pudding,
Green Beans and Beets

Dessert
Red Berry Trifle
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Thank you

to all of our volunteers that helped during Haunted Village
and to those that donated candy and decorations.

All of your work and donations are appreciated!

Sandi Cloppert
Dorothy Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Bahns

Karen Stimpert

Donors
Gregory & Connie Waitas Janice & Tom Forte Rob & Lynne Carter
Patricia Wade Mr. & Mrs. William Fisher Rhoda & John Brooks
Sherry Bryant Clarinda Schmidlapp Bonnie Carothers

Jody Asher

David Bradley

Joan Callahan
Dianne Clark

Laura Crable
Charles Fischer
Katryn Greer
Elizabeth Heinze
Hari Joshi

Norma Krusling
Cindy Stoughton
Bev Young

Eric Blair

Jeremy Duffy
Theresa Hooks-Darnell
Robert Martsolf
Mike Sherer

Sara Treece

Matt Barker
Kandice Charlton
Seth Frosch

Alison & Kevin Jones
Daniel Mescher
Latessa Saldarriaga

Susan Tumey

New and Renewing Members

Paul Baker

James Brandlt

Blair & Nancy Carman
Amy Cyde

Ben Dalton

Greg Garnica

Nelly Grinfield

Nancy Homer

Karen Kane

Joe Rust

Cindy Truett

Carol & Tom Carhartt
Mike & Kari Ball
Michael & Connie Hayes
Catherine Ivins
Laurie McCluskey
Charles Soucek
Caryn White

Eric Brown

V Dickess

Autumn Hall
Alexandria Krondilou
Brian Pearson

Dave Shaw

Melissa Vanlandingham

Lee & Beverly Bansil
Christy Brehm
Christine Carpenter
Star Colston

Tam Dowd

April Gatlin

Carrie Guthier

Craig Hunt

Mark Keitel

Stan Ruth

Nicholas Weber
Victor Gaskins
Avery Blanton

Phil & Michelle Hayes
Nancy & Gary Jewell
Kathleen Peterson
Arden Steffen
Lauren Wilders
Marti Buente

Mary Diemel

Nick Hermann
Stephanie Lewis
Jennifer Probst
Torree Stewart

Michael Walker

Brian & Jennifer Bisig
Craig Bushman
Mary Chaney
Jeanne & Dave Cors
Chris Erickson
Kristen Girdler
Jason Hale

Andy & Melissa Isacson
Tracy Koehler
Michael Schmidt
Chris Wiseman
Mary Allarydyce
Christopher Boggs
Jeff Helton

Joel King

Mike Russo

Dan Stenger

Rob Williams
Melissa Burns

Love Fields

Ruth Horstman
Megan Marquardt
Ursula Rivera

Fred Tallarigo

Mike Minnick
Susan Motch
Caroline Myers
Greg Neltner
Kathy Ohler

Elsa Pilder

Tim Ponstingle
Nicole Quinn
Vivian Ramey

Paul Shonk

David Wolf

Katie Blackburn
Tasha Cook

Robert Hesse
Jennifer & Casey Knarr
Melissa Rutherford
Diane Sutherland Luczaj
Joel Welch

Sue Carlton

Allen Freeman
Amy Japikse
Richard McKenzie
Pam Ross

Maria Thompson
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