Benedict Cottage
Handbook Narrative

The Benedict Cottage has a bit of a mysterious past.  While it is known to most certainly be a worker’s cottage from approximately 1825-1860, the history is murky as to which factory and what location along Mill Creek it belonged.  The Industrial Revolution greatly affected the complexion of the Mill Creek Valley of Cincinnati.  By 1880, about 115 different factories were built on the banks of Mill Creek.  Slaughterhouses, breweries, distilleries, paper mills, grist mills, and sawmills blanketed the Mill Creek Valley.  All these businesses needed employees.  As a way of enticing workers, many factories and mills would provide housing.  Benedict Cottage is typical of the housing provided for workers in the mid-19th century. 
Benedict cottage is also an example of Greek Revival architecture.  This style was popular from around 1825 and up 1860.  Greek Revival architecture gained such popularity that it was often called the “National Style”.  Hallmarks of this design include: low-pitched roofs, plain moldings, wide band of trim at the cornice line, and the columns found on the porch.  These particular columns are square, which is perfectly acceptable.  Columns were fluted, round, square, even octagonal.  Regardless of style, they were almost always constructed of wood. 
Heritage Village Museum acquired the cottage from the Benedict Estate of the Burchenal family.  Elizabeth was a descendant of the Proctor family.  Upon her death, in 1996, they cottage was bequeathed to the Village.  Since 1935, when the Benedicts bought the estate, Benedict Cottage served as a caretaker’s home on site.  It had been moved from its original site along Mill Creek.
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