Chester Park Train Station
Handbook Narrative
 
As Ohio became settled and started to flourish as an agricultural and manufacturing center, transportation routes became very important.  After Indian trails came wagon paths. Canals were then built to connect major waterways to each other thereby connecting the whole state from Lake Erie to Cincinnati.   Although quicker than land travel, canals were still lacking in speed for shipping and travel.  Enter the railroad.
The first railroad to appear in Ohio was the Mad River & Lake Erie Railroad Company.  The second railroad to appear was the Little Miami Railroad, chartered in 1836.  Trains began running from Cincinnati to Milford on December 14, 1841. Later, the Marietta and Cincinnati Railroad, founded in 1845, would be the railway that would build Chester Park Station.
Chester Park was the first of several small stations built to serve the rural areas of Cincinnati.  Spring Grove Station was built in 1872 to serve the area of Spring Grove.  It was located on the East side of Spring Grove Avenue between Mitchell and Clifton Avenues in Winton Place.  In 1875, Chester Park opened to the North of the station.  The popularity of the horse track soon increased rail traffic to the area and the name of the station was soon changed to “Chester Park Station.”  The popularity of the horse track required that Chester Park Station be increased in size.  In 1879, the size of the station was doubled. 
Chester Park was a regional destination of high popularity during the late 19th and early 20th century.  Chester Park offered a variety of entertainment opportunities for the residents of Cincinnati.  Beauty contests, ice skating, swimming, prizefighting, opera, amusement park, and of course, horse racing were all available to the paying customers of Chester Park.  Thousands annually visited Chester Park, making the train station one of the busiest stations in Cincinnati.  The park was closed in 1932 with exception of skating rink and pond due to unpaid water bills.
Chester Park Station was built in the architectural style known as Italianate.  The windows and batten siding are key elements of this style.  Due to its continuous use, Chester Park remained largely intact.  From 1895 and until moved to Heritage Village, it was painted red with black trim due to its proximity to the University of Cincinnati and its use by out of town students of the school.  Baltimore and Ohio Railroads, M&C’s parent, painted their stations all the same color, dark yellow with some green and red for accent.  Once at Heritage Village Museum, The original paint scheme was restored as well as the interior to an 1870s arrangement.
Chester Park Station was closed for good in 1967.  It was dismantled and stored at Winton Woods until being removed to and restored by Heritage Village Museum, 1970.  The benches inside the station are original to the structure.  Louis Nippert donated Winton Place’s original crossing guard’s shelter box.  1972 saw the addition of vintage track sections dating from 1903 to 1915 being donated by the B&O Railway Company and laid in front of the station.
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