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· Architectural style is called “Carpenter Gothic.”  The “Carpenter” part of the name is inspired by the fact that all the “gingerbread” on the house was done by hand.  This is before that kind of work could be done by machine.  This style gained popularity in England at the start of the 19th century. By mid-century, it gained popularity in the United States.
· Elements of Carpenter Gothic style are steep roofed gables, paired and pointed arch windows; cut-out porch roof and pillar trim, and elaborate interior woodwork.

· Furnishings are from the 1870s and are indicative of an affluent family.
· The fancy parlor would have been the room used for a funeral layout.  The mirrors would have been covered, shutters closed and the clock stopped at the time of death.  The piano is a gift to the village from descendants of the Kemper Family.
· The clock in the hall was made by Beggs and Smith, Cincinnati silversmiths, and has an unusual arrangement of the face plate, with separate dials for hours, minutes and seconds.

· The bed in the downstairs bedroom is a Henry Boyd style bed.  It is constructed so that no “vermin” can nest in the bed posts.  Boyd was a freed slave.  He designed the bed’s joints to actually tighten with use.

· Instead of just a chamber pot, the master bedroom had a “comfort chair”.  This was a precursor of the indoor toilet.
· The stenciling on the walls of the everyday dining room was done by hand and actually cheaper to have done than wallpaper during that period.

· The pie safe in the kitchen was used to protect pies from flies while they cooled.  Windows in this time period did not usually have screens.

· The icebox kept food cold like a modern refrigerator.  It was supplied with ice from the ice house.

· The root cellar is unusual in that it is attached and rather large.  Again, a sign of affluence.  

· Located upstairs are three additional bedrooms, a center room that could serve as a bedroom or sewing room.
· With the exception of the chicken coop, the outbuildings are arranged much as they originally stood on the property.

· Ice house was large enough that it would have been a “community” ice house.  It was filled each winter with ice cut from the near-by river.
Change History

05/12/22  The following changes were proposed by Jim Smith, approved by Steve Preston, and entered by Jim Smith:

· In the first section add, The “Carpenter” part of the name is inspired by the fact that all the “gingerbread” on the house was done by hand.  This is before that kind of work could be done by machine.”  Justification:  further explains the meaning of the term.

· At the end of the section on “the fancy parlor” add “The piano is a gift to the village from descendants of the Kemper family.”  Justification:  interesting detail demonstrating support for the village.
· Move sections on outbuildings to the end of the article.  Justification: better reflects the order areas are presented on a tour.
· Delete “The well head on the property was used by several families in the area.”  Justification:  we do not have the well and there is nothing to interpret.

· Before the section on the Henry Boyd bed, add the following:  “The clock in the hall was made by Beggs and Smith, Cincinnati silversmiths, and has an unusual arrangement of the face plate, with separate dials for hours, minutes and seconds.”  Justification:  we have already been interpreting this artifact for many years.

· After the section on the everyday dining room add, “The pie safe in the kitchen was used to protect pies from flies while they cooled.  Windows in this time period did not usually have screens.”  Justification:  we have already been interpreting this artifact for many years.

· After the new section on the pie safe, add “The icebox kept food cold like a modern refrigerator.  It was supplied with ice from the ice house.”  Justification:  we have already been interpreting this artifact for many years.

· Eliminate the section on the various breeds of chicken in the chicken coop.  Justification:  Sadly, we no longer have any chickens.
· Add to the section on the ice house, “It was filled each winter with ice cut from the near-by river.”  Justification:  provides an important detail.
� Originally posted 4/26/19 - written by Steve Preston, posted by Lydia Christopher








