Elk Lick House
Docent Overview
 
· Elk Lick was built in two phases; kitchen and everyday dining room date to 1818, rest of house dates to 1840.
· Original location of Elk Lick was the Elk Lick Valley of Clermont County.  The property was adjacent to the East Fork of the Little Miami River.
· Was moved as it would have been submerged by the damming of the East Fork of the Little Miami River.
· Outbuildings consist of an ice house, smoke house, chicken house and three-seat outhouse.
· All outbuildings are original to the Elk Lick property.
· The architectural style of Elk Lick is Carpenter Gothic. 
· History of the land goes to 1803.  It was part of 300 acres purchased by New Jersey Minister, John Collins.  He started the “Jersey Settlement”.  By 1816, a meeting house, saw mill and grist mill were built on site.
· As you enter Elk Lick, the rooms are quite elegant.  As you move further through the house, the décor becomes plainer.  This is due in part to the fact that you entertained in the front of the home.
· The formal parlor would have been used for receiving guests.  The nicest furniture and accessories would have been in this room. 
· The door in the formal parlor room connects to the formal dining room for ease of transition between the two rooms.
· Formal dining room would have had the best china, flatware and glasses
· The library would have been used for study and as a gathering place for the family.
· The large center hallway served several functions.  It was a sign of affluence, the hall helped keep the house cool during the summer due to its size, and it could be used as a gathering area while entertaining.
· The bedroom located on the ground floor was the master bedroom.  Notice how well it is furnished.  This is due to the affluence of the family and its location near the rooms furnished for guests.
Change Control
 Originally posted 4/26/19 - written by Steve Preston, posted by Lydia Christopher


