Fetter Store
Handbook Narrative
 
The structure known as Fetter Sore took on several incarnations while being located in Boston, now Owensville, Ohio.  Being built by James Robinson in the 1860s, it was sold by his widow in 1868 to be used as a tailor shop by new owner, John G. Oonk.  The new owner soon added a line of dry goods.  John C. Fetter, the namesake of the store, then bought the building and opened for business in 1879.  Fetter ran his large grocery business out of the store, increasing his inventory to include household furnishings and luxury items.  A larger “Queen Anne” style living quarters was built on to the back of the store for the family.  John Fetters’ daughter inherited the property in 1901 and continued living there until her death in 1970.
Due to age and neglect, the exterior of Fetter Store was largely unsalvageable except for the front façade.  At the time of demolition, the façade was removed and is now the only original section of the store located at Heritage Village Museum.  The façade itself is architecturally significant as it is an excellent example of Leadville style of architecture.  This type of architecture was popular for commercial buildings in the Midwest and West the latter part of the 19th century.  Heritage Village received the façade in 1983 and in 1987, the complete building opened to the public as Fetter Store.
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