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· Flatboats could be outfitted with a fireplace, complete with stone chimney.  Most had a simple “sandbox” firebox for cooking.
· Flatboat design ran the gambit from just a simple raft structure with no shelter to being completely enclosed with stables.
· Back deck often used exclusively for livestock.
· Cracks between the wooden planks that would have been below the water line would have been filled with a substance called “oakum”, made of tarred rope or hemp fibers. 
· This style of flatboat would have been a popular one with settlers and not uncommon for use from 1788 through most of the 19th century.
· For safety, flatboats would often travel as a flotilla, even lashing boats together for protection.
· After flatboats left Marietta area the trip became somewhat perilous in the early years as marauding warriors would often attack flatboats outright or try to lure them to shore using a white captive as bait.  Numerous stories exist of abandoned flatboats washing up with nothing but bullet holes and pools of blood on them.
· The United States Army purchased 40-50 flatboats for lumber use in the construction of Cincinnati’s Fort Washington.
Change Control
 Originally posted 5/8/19 - written by Steve Preston, posted by Lydia Christopher.
