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· Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Wheeling, Virginia (now West Virginia) were popular starting points for flatboat trips to the Ohio Country
· Trips to Cincinnati could take anywhere from nine days to three weeks depending on the conditions of the Ohio River.
· River current flow in late 18th Century, early 19th Century was approximately 3-5 mph
· Little or no overland routes existed to Cincinnati during its formative years.  Even travelers from Kentucky would go to Maysville/Limestone, Kentucky and take boat rest of way to Cincinnati.
· Flatboats came in all sizes and configurations based on what families could afford.
· Village flatboat is 20’x12’ with a central cabin it is made of Poplar, a common wood used
· Modern updates such as side cutaway, decking screws and wider/higher doorways are utilized to ensure accessibility for all.
· Large rudder in stern called a sweep.  Smaller rudder in front called a “gouger” or side sweep.  They were used in tandem to steer vessel.
· All belongings including livestock would have been placed aboard the flatboat for travel.
· Flatboats had many nicknames such as; Immigrant boat, Kentucky broadhorn, and, ark.
· Purchased for a premium price, the flatboat was virtually worthless once at destination, selling for as little as one or two dollars.  Some were simply released to drift downriver, most repurposed the lumber.
Flatboat commercial use lasted throughout the 19th Century and into the early 20th Century.
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