Gatch Barn
Handbook Narrative
 
The Gatch Barn is one of the oldest barns still standing from Clermont County.  It gets its name from the land where it originally stood.  The first owner of the property was Phillip Gatch.  He was a Methodist minister and judge in the early years of Clermont County.  The Gatch Barn and Clermont County were outside of the Symmes, or Miami Purchase lines.  They were in land set aside for Virginia war veterans called the Virginia Military District. 
The barn itself is typical of the period in which it was built.  Mortise and Tenon joints, connect with wooden pegs, hold the structure together.  The barn was more than likely constructed using the assistance of beasts of burden, extended family and nearby neighbors.  Not only was it needed for timely completion of a project of this size, but it was also a time for socialization for individuals often too busy or too isolated by where they lived.
The Gatch Barn was not an animal barn.  The construction of Gatch Barn suggests its use as implement and some crop storage as well as being used for work space.  Of special note would be the cross beams directly above that span the width of the barn.  They are made of a single piece of hewn lumber.  This shows you the size of the old growth trees that were here when Southwest Ohio was first settled.
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