Hayner House
Docent Narrative
John Montague (Monty) Hayner was born in South Lebanon, Ohio on October 10, 1828.    He went to work early, since his family was not wealthy, and he soon showed a talent for business.  He worked as a grocer’s apprentice, a woodcutter, a butcher, an owner of a distillery, and it 1863 he bought his first farm.  He quickly acquired neighboring farms, and by 1874 he owned 800 acres.  He lived on these lands until he moved to Lebanon in 1888.  He was married three times and had five children.
John Hayner, in partnership with several others, became a pioneer in the profitable business of drying sugar corn, and later in the corn canning industry.  Drying corn soon became unprofitable and in 1882 he was left with a large amount of dried corn with little demand.  He reacted by converting the drying house into a cannery.  He then purchased a carload of beans and processed the excess dried corn with the beans, making succotash.  By 1900 he was canning 40,000 cans of corn a year.  One of his labels featured the Hayner House, reading “Colonial Sugar Corn” and “Packed by Warren County Packing Company, Morrow Ohio.”
In 1877, when the Lebanon National Bank was chartered, he was a stockholder and was elected president.  John Hayner died in 1916 at age 88.
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