Kemper Log Home
Handbook Narrative

	The Kemper family moved to a Cincinnati far removed from Eastern gentility. The Cincinnati of 1791 was a frontier town of less than 300 residents clustered near Fort Washington. Residents rarely, if ever, left their homes at night as the Indians regularly prowled around the city, even stealing horses under the gates of Fort Washington. Indian attacks on Cincinnati residents were not uncommon and only ceased after General Anthony Wayne’s 1794 defeat of the Indians at Fallen Timbers. 
	Reverend James Kemper came to Cincinnati for a three year term as Presbyterian minister. The Kemper family settled into town, living first on the “North side of Front Street between Main and Walnut.” Later, the family would move to a double pen log cabin located on Sycamore Street, North of Third Street. James and Judith Kemper, along with the 11 children quickly outgrew this home. 
	In 1793, Revered Kemper purchased a quarter section, or 160 acres, of land from John Cleves Symmes. Late that year, the Kemper family built a blockhouse on property that would become Walnut Hills. After the Indian threat subsided, Kemper and his family built the double pen long home we see today. The night of the family’s move, Judith Hathaway Kemper gave birth to the Kemper’s fifteenth child, Charles Adolphus. 
	The blockhouse was dismantled and the timber used for the barn. The original homestead eventually consisted of the home, barn, smokehouse, loom room, stone kitchen, and large garden with orchard. 
	The Kemper Log Home continued to be occupied by Kemper descendants until around 1897. In 1913, the Daughters of the American Revolution saved it from destruction and moved it to the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens. The Cincinnati Zoo granted possession of the home to the National Society of Colonial Dames of America in Ohio. The Colonial Dames moved the Kemper home to Heritage Village Museum in 1982. Since then, a reproduction stone kitchen and small-scale version of Judith Kemper’s garden has been added for a more complete interpretation.
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