Kemper Log Home
Docent Overview


· James Kemper (1753-1834) and Judith Hathaway Kemper (1756-1846)
· James Kemper first ordained Presbyterian minister North of Ohio River
· Land purchased from John Cleves Symmes in 1793 in what is now Walnut Hills (160 acres)
· First structure built on property was a blockhouse for protection from Native Americans
· Double Pen log home built in 1804 by Kemper Family
· Only four rooms.  Rooms served various functions depending on how the needs of the family changed throughout the day.
· Kemper family had 15 children (10 boys, 5 girls)
· Fifteenth child, Charles Adolphus born night of move in
· Occupied by Kemper family members until 1897
· Moved to Cincinnati Zoo in 1912 by Daughters of the American Revolution
· Moved to Heritage Village Museum in 1982 by the National Society of Colonial Dames of America in Ohio
· One of the two oldest houses still standing in Cincinnati (other is the Betts House)
Change Control
Originally posted 4/26/19 - written by Steve Preston, posted by Lydia Christopher
09/12/19 Statement referring to 1820 addition of interior staircase and doorway removed - research completed by Jim Smith, approved by Steve Preston, posted by Lydia Christopher (detailed examination of evidence located in “updates evidence” folder)

09/23/22 The following changes were made by Jim Smith, approved by Steve Preston.
· Replaced “Only four rooms: parlour, dining, two bedrooms” with “Only four rooms.  Rooms served various functions depending on how the needs of the family changed throughout the day.”
· Eliminated “James and Judith used one bedroom, girls shared other. Boys slept on floor downstairs or in loft of stone kitchen.”  This is mainly speculation.  There is very little documentation about where individuals slept.
· Eliminated “Many artifacts on display are Kemper heirlooms. Family Bible, Samplers, shelf clock, thumb-back chairs (yellow chairs).”  The artifacts were removed by the Colonial Dames.
· Changed “One of the two oldest buildings in Cincinnati (other is Betts House)” to “One of the two oldest houses still standing in Cincinnati (other is the Betts House).”  The wording is more accurate.


