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· Dr. Langdon attended Miami Medical College where he graduated with honors.
· Medical school generally consisted of six lectures over such topics as; anatomy, obstetrics, gynecology, surgery, and physiology.  The same lectures were repeated a second year.  A final exam was administered and student issued a medical certificate for all lectures attended.
· One did not need a medical license in the 19th century to practice medicine.
· 19th Century medicine was primitive by today’s standards. Symptoms, not the cause, were generally treated due to lack of knowledge of the cause of illness.
· Purging the body of impurities through bleeding, inducing vomiting, or use of a laxative were quite common treatments.
· Surgeries as we know them today did not take place throughout most of the 19th century.  Medical procedures such as amputations, bone setting, mending of wounds, and teeth pulling were the limit of ability and knowledge.  
· If surgery was performed, death from infection was not uncommon.
· Large doses of alcohol or opium were given to ease pain prior to the advent of anesthesia
· Epidemics such as smallpox, diphtheria, typhoid, scarlet fever, yellow fever, and cholera took their toll on 19th century Cincinnati.
· By the late 19th century, anesthesia and antiseptics increased in use as did the understanding that bacteria caused infection.  Medical technology and anatomy greatly improved after the American Civil War.
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