Langdon Medical Office
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By the mid-19th century, Cincinnati was the largest inland port in the country.  Cincinnati led the nation in production of such goods as beer, furniture, corn, hogs and wool.  Well over 115,000 people lived in Cincinnati.  With that many residents living so close, Cincinnati was rife with health issues.  Sanitation was not up to a level to prevent outbreaks of such diseases as, smallpox, cholera, diphtheria, tuberculosis, typhoid and scarlet fevers.  Doctors, though under-educated by today’s standards, were in high demand.  Henry Archer Langdon, at the end of the American Civil War would have been one of those doctors.
Doctor Henry Archer Langdon was one of the more highly qualified physicians in Cincinnati.  He attended Miami Medical College for medical school.  Here, he studied such medical topics as; anatomy, physiology, obstetrics, gynecology, and surgical techniques.  Langdon attended two years and twelve medical lectures.  The lectures were the same both years.  This was actually a large amount of education for a doctor in a time anyone could “hang a shingle” and call themselves a doctor. 
Dr. Langdon began his medical practice as a surgeon for the Union Army during the American Civil War.  He served with the 79th Ohio Volunteer Infantry (OVI) for the greater part of his service, 1862-1865.  Dr. Langdon was with General William Tecumseh Sherman on his march to the sea and the burning of Atlanta.  When he left the military in 1865, he had achieved the rank of Brigade Surgeon, chief surgeon for over 5,000 troops.  Upon his return to Cincinnati, He partnered with a Dr. Wesley Elstun in Linwood to practice medicine.  Elstun soon retired and Langdon bought the practice.  This purchase included the doctor’s office and the Gothic-style private residence placed further back on the property.  Langdon settled in with his wife, Emeline and their five children.  Emeline and four of the children died at the home.  Langdon later remarried to Sydnie Edward.  Five months later, May 13, 1876, Langdon was dead himself, a victim of a brain hemorrhage. 
Dr. Henry Archer Langdon’s medical office was quite typical if not a little more refined than most in Southwest Ohio during the mid-to late 19th century.  Many who “hung out a shingle” practiced from their home.  Langdon used his “Steamboat Gothic” office to see patients.  He would have met his patients in his front office and dispensed treatment or medical advice in the consultation room in back.  However, most patients were probably had their examination or treatment at their own home.  Dr. Langdon would have traveled by horse, hence the saddle in the corner of his office.
In his examination room, you will find an examination chair, anatomy chart, various tools such as a trephine for cutting the skull to reduce pressure on the brain, lancet, scarificator and measured cups for bloodletting, and cabinet of ingredients, pill roller, mortar and pestle to make his own pills, as many doctors did then.  For extreme cases of infection or injury, a set of tools for amputation.  Major surgery was avoided as much as possible.  Even though anesthesia such as chloroform and ether were in use, the trauma of the surgery and ensuing possible complications such as infection were all but a death sentence.  Tooth extractions, stitching of wounds, child delivery and setting of broken bones were the common afflictions facing Dr. Langdon and his colleagues.
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