Schram Print Shop
Handbook Narrative

	The Schram Printing Shop was originally located in Covington, Kentucky and donated to Heritage Village Museum and Educational Center in 2004 by Mrs. Bonnie Owens, daughter of John R. Schram and Lillian Schram. The son-in-law (Robert Crapsey) and daughter (Stacy Crapsey) of Mrs. Owens owned Crapsey Construction Co. and built the building in which the presses are housed.
	Gottlieb Frederick Adolph Schram, the original owner of the Schram Printing Company, was born on September 2, 1876 in Tübingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany. Securing a permit to leave, at the age of seventeen, Schram sailed from Antwerpen, Belgium on August 26, 1893 on the ship the Friesland. On September 5, 1893 he arrived in New York Harbor. Traveling from New York to Port Huron, MI, Schram eventually made his way down to Boone County, KY in 1896, becoming a citizen on November 6, 1900. Schram eventually moved to Covington, KY, beginning operations in the printing business. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]	The original Schram Company was in major operation during the 1910’s, printing business cards, advertisements, and stationary, but soon became known as the Semple and Schram Printing Company. The presses used by Semple and Schram were varying versions of the platen press; most notable is the George Phineas Gordon’s Franklin Press (Gordon Jobber: invented in 1858, image on previous page) which provided a fast way for printers to produce materials on a smaller scale. The “knock off” of the Gordon Jobber was the Challenge Gordon which was developed after Gordon’s patent expired. Semple and Schram were also known endorsers of Ottmar Mergenthaler’s Linotype (invented in 1886, image above) composing machine stating that they experienced “splendid satisfaction” when working with the machine. The Linotype machine worked like a keyboard and produced a solid “line of type” through the casting of the matrices in molten lead. 
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Description automatically generated]	The press that was commonly used to print newspapers was Richard March Hoe’s Rotary Press (invented in 1843, image below). On the rotary press, the type is placed on a revolving cylinder instead of a flatbed. This allowed for the printing process to be sped up considerably. On the platen press, the type is placed vertically and the paper is placed on the platen eliminating the flatbed and allowing greater efficiency of printing on a smaller scale. 
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Description automatically generated]
Change Control
Originally posted 5/8/19 - written by Emily McDonel, posted by Lydia Christopher
09/23/22  Changed “The Schram Printing Company” in the first line to “The Schram Printing Shop”.  It was the shop, in a very general sense, that was donated to the village, rather than the company.  Proposed by Jim Smith. Approved by Steve Preston.  Entered by Jim Smith.
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Fig. 7. Presse perfectionnée de Hw.

8
r
e
t
A




