Somerset Church
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Somerset Church has a wonderful connection to Heritage Village Museum.  In a historical perspective, Reverend James Kemper founded the church and installed the first minister, Ludwell G. Gaines.  It now sits quietly next to the home of the individual responsible for its creation, the Kemper Log Home.  Originally known as the Montgomery Presbyterian Church, it was one of the many Presbyterian Churches in the Cincinnati area founded by Kemper.
Somerset Church, built in 1829 was very much a country church at its inception.  Deerfield Township, Warren County, Ohio was a good day’s ride by horse from downtown Cincinnati.  Although now, one would never know it as that property is in the shadow of interstate 71.  Long ago, shopping malls were nowhere to be found in the pastoral setting of Warren County.  The original Presbyterian congregation located itself near Sycamore Creek originally in 1801.  Two years later, the congregation moved to a location near Hopewell Cemetery.  Finally, in 1821, the congregation settled in to its last location and the first formal session occurred on October 28, 1821.  Ludwell Gaines was installed by Reverend Kemper the following year on May 7, 1822.  The land for Somerset was purchased in 1828.  During construction of their own church, the congregation often met in a meeting house belonging to the Sycamore Associate Reformed Church. 
Congregation membership remained small but robust throughout its existence.  Its membership numbered 40 around 1824 and never rose above 125 in its entire existence.  Despite modest membership, Somerset members were fervent followers of the Presbyterian faith. Sunday services, school and mid-week prayer meetings were well attended.  Discipline was instilled in the wayward.  Actions such as dancing, fishing on Sunday, imbibing strong drink, were some of the behaviors that could result in a members being called before the session to explain their actions.  Punishment ranged from public apology to termination of membership. 
The modest membership did not prevent the congregation from updating and adding on to Somerset.  In 1939, a kitchen and dining area was built on to the church, and an education area built in 1951.  Despite these updates and a peak in membership in the 1950s, membership declined into the 1990s.  The year 1990 saw the membership sink back to 87 and a realization that progress had made the land that Somerset Church sat on quite valuable.  The decision was made to sell the property.  Somerset Church saw its 160 year existence end when on January 1, 1991, they merged with Mason Presbyterian to form Heritage Presbyterian Church.  December of the same year, Somerset Church arrived at Heritage Village Museum.  It still enjoys a place of reverence and is still used for weddings and other public functions.
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