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· When the Custers bought the land this house stood on in 1815, they may have done so for pure speculative reasons as land was a good investment even then.
· The Custers had 7 children and the Vorhes family had 13 (11 girls and 2 boys)
· When the widow of Samuel Vorhes inherited 1/3 of the property, the house could have been a “dower’s house”, or “widow’s house”.  Another, larger home, would have been built on the remaining 2/3 of the property.
· Due to the large families that lived here, the front room probably also served as the master bedroom.  Hence the location of the low post rope bed.
· The need for judicial use of room space is illustrated by the large loom occupying the front room, along with the bed and normal “sitting room” furnishings.
· The half stock rifle above the doorway would have been used for hunting as the Indian threat was long gone by the 1830’s.  It is a percussion lock rifle that dates probably from late 1830’s-1840’s.
· The clog-like shoes hanging on the rack in the second room are called “goloes”.  Women used them to protect the soles of their shoes in muddy conditions. 
· Shaving kit located be the porch door is indicative of the multipurpose of each of the living areas.
· Wash tub and washboard were kept near the porch area as well.  On nice days, the laundry would have been used as a work area and laundry hung on a line, bushes, low branches, whatever was convenient. 
· An unsubstantiated story exist that when John Hunt Morgan led his Confederate raiders though the Blue Ash area, that he stole a horse from the Vorhes family.
· A wedding certificate hangs in a frame above the dresser in the front room.  It dates from February, 1817.  It is cut in paper art fashion known as “scherenschnitte”.  It is a Swiss/German form of art.
· This kitchen is actually quite small to accommodate the large families that may have lived here.  A second and separate kitchen was probably built near the home. 
· This is the time when Cincinnati became known as “Porkopolis” for its large hog processing business and the fact that many swine seemed to roam the street.
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