Vorhes House
Handbook Narrative
 
        	Cincinnati had changed drastically between the Kemper Log Home and the construction of the Vorhes House.  By 1820, Cincinnati was not a frontier town but a burgeoning industrial center.  Long gone were the Native Americans and most of the old stand hardwoods.  As you went north, yet stayed inside today’s 275 loop, you found rural settlements such as Blue Ash.  Lands were cleared for farming and for settlement.  By the early 1830’s, life for farmers in the Mill Creek Valley was already changing. 
        	The year 1825 saw the beginning of construction of the section of the Miami-Erie Canal that would connect Lake Erie with the Ohio River and eventually, New Orleans.  By 1845, this canal was operational its whole length. With the opening of these new markets to Ohio farmers, agriculture increased from a state market to more nationally oriented one. Cincinnati was booming.  With a population of over 10,000 people, the 1820’s found commercial and industrial Cincinnati coming into its own as a hub of American business.  This was the time of “Porkopolis”.
        	While the industrialization of Cincinnati had begun, residents of areas out of the immediate downtown, such as Blue Ash, would have still been quite self-sufficient. Although consumer goods were more readily available to this generation, farm families had limited access to the goods sold by traveling peddlers.  Items such as spinning wheels and cones of sugar made their self-sufficiency easier.  A family the size of both the Custers and Vorhes would have had to have been more frugal than others.  This frugality would have lent to their self-sufficiency and use of rooms within the house.
        	Work around the farmstead would have been cyclical with the seasons.  Spring brought plowing and repairing of damage done by winter.  Soap making and sheep shearing were also spring chores.  Summer would be tending gardens, cheesemaking, working in the hay fields and berry picking.  Fall, probably the busiest time, consisted of harvesting the crops, picking fruit, candle dipping and livestock butchering.  Winter found a little respite in chores as feeding livestock, spinning wool, weaving and repairing tools were standard.
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