Vorhes House
Docent Overview
 
· Vorhes House originally stood on the corner of Kenwood and Cornell Roads, Blue Ash, Ohio.
· Land originally owned by Paul Custer and his family 1815-1825.
· The Custer family only occupied land for five years 1815-1820 but retained ownership.
· Sold to brother-in-law, Lewis Frybarger in 1825 who sold it in 1827 to Samuel Vorhes. 
· Vorhes family occupied property at site of home 1827-1865.
· Samuel Vorhes died in 1844.  Left property (123 acres) to his wife, Jane Myers Vorhes. Had to hold it until youngest of their 13 children turned 18. She then could receive 1/3 of real estate sale or keep 1/3 of land for self.  She kept the 1/3 of property with house in 1856.
· It is unknown which person(s) built the brick home due to an 1844 fire in the courthouse that destroyed many records. 
· House is a simplistic version of Federal style architecture.  Bricks were probably fired on site.  Roof unusual in that it is hipped on one end and gabled on the other.
· Front room is the “best room”.  However, a large family, like the Vorhes, would have multiple purposes for this room.  The parents would have slept in the bed with a trundle.  Would have received guests in this room so all their niceties would have been on display.  Spinning and weaving work would have also been done here, hence the loom, wool cards and basket of wool. 
· Back room is kitchen area. Food prep and cooking main activities.  With a building of fire-resistant brick, cooking moved into the home.  Notice the crane in fireplace similar to the on in the Kemper kitchen.  The “tin kitchen” was used as a rotisserie for all meats. 
· Porch was an outdoor extension of the house.  Activities such as washing clothes and butter churning, could’ve been done here.  It was also a gathering place and used for extra storage.
· Upstairs has three rooms.  Children would have slept here.  Upstairs accessible from front and backroom by narrow stairwells known as “winders”.  These saved space by maximizing “run and rise”.
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