
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Fal l  2022  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

 

Greetings, 

Autumn is upon us. Hope this cooler air and the crunch of leaves is as welcome to 

you as it is me. Aside from the seasonal change to crisp air and colorful foliage, the 

Village is also changing seasons. It’s going to be a busy and successful time for 

events for us. 

After the most successful yet Columbia Settlement 1788,  we are switching gears in 

preparation for our widely attended and ever popular Haunted Village. If you 

haven’t already, check with us about volunteering to help with this event or stop in 

if you have any Halloween candy you’d like to donate. To go along with our 

Haunted Village, we have added another fall event, Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tour, 

a chance to see the paranormal side of our Village. 

Lauren, our Education Director, has over 900 school children scheduled for this 

semester of school as well as another delicious Period Dinner in November. 

Bethany is busy getting the word out about Haunted Village and is already working 

on promoting our Christmas activities. Kathy has accessioned some wonderful 

artifacts. Of note to me was a beautiful rocking settee from the first half of the 

19th Century. Work continues on our buildings as Chester Park Train Station is set 

to get new box gutters and roof repair. 

We hope to see you at the Village. Although guided tours ended for the season on 

September 30, we will still be around. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 

Here’s a scene from the Columbia Settlement 1788 event. 
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Heritage Kids ’  Club  

Oct. 8, Nov. 5, Jan. 14, Feb. 4, Mar. 4, Apr. 1 

9 : 3 0  a . m . - 1 2  p . m .  

Children ages 5 to 15 can learn about the 

history of Cincinnati through stories, 

crafts, and activities. A light snack will 

be provided. The cost per session is $18 

per child or $15 per member child. Multi

-session discounts are available.   

Haunted Village  
Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29  6 -10 p.m.  

Haunted Village is a family-friendly, slight-

fright event! Explore the Village meeting 

witches, a fortune teller, and ghosts along 

the way. Walk through the funeral home 

and haunted trail. Enjoy storytelling, 

balloon art, a creepy critter zoo, and more! 

Admission is $10. Museum members and children age two 

and under are free.  

Spirits by Starlight  

Ghost Tour - Nov. 12  7-8:30 p.m. 

Overnight Investigation - Nov. 19  10 p.m.-1 a.m. 

The ghost tour includes stories of 

unexplained experiences, haunted 

history, and a  paranormal investigation. 

Admission for the ghost tour is $25/

adult and $18/member or student.  

The  overnight investigation is an in-depth guided 

paranormal investigation. Admission is $100 per person. 

Spirits by Starlight is for ages 12 and up.  

Period Dinner  

Nov. 16  6-8 p.m. 

Join us for a Period Dinner and sample 

some 19th century cuisine. The theme 

for the November dinner is A Literary 

Thanksgiving featuring dishes 

mentioned in classic 19th century 

novels. $40 per person. Book on our website.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

A 19th Century Holiday Tour  

 Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9  

Every hour from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Take a holiday guided tour of the 

Village and learn how Christmas 

celebrations changed and evolved over 

the course of the 19th century in 

Southwestern Ohio. Tours leave every 

hour between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Tickets are $7 per person. Book on our website.  

H o l l y  D a y s   

Dec. 10 & 11 12-4 p.m.   

Celebrate the holidays with treats, 

music, and crafts. Meet Charles 

Dickens, Laura Ingalls Wilder, and 

Mother Christmas. Admission is $10 

per adult and $5 per child ages 5-11. 

Museum members and children 4 and 

under are free. 

A Quiet Christmas  

Dec. 3  10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Dec. 10 & 11  12-4 p.m.  

This is for children with neurodiverse 

and/or sensory needs to enjoy a 

private session with Father Christmas. 

Enjoy a craft, cookie, and get your 

picture with Father Christmas. The 

cost is $40 per group, for up to 8 

people, and includes 30 minutes in the Christmas Cottage.  

T r a i n  D a y s   

Dec. 15, 16, 17, 21, 22 & 23  

10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Watch model trains chug around 

villages in Chester Park Train Station, 

and Hayner House. New this year the 

Greater Cincinnati Garden Railroad 

Society will be running trains in 

Myers Schoolhouse. Admission is $3. 

Museum members and children 4 and under are free. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Haunted Village Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29 No 

Period Dinner Nov. 16  Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9 Yes 

A Quiet Christmas Dec. 3 & Dec. 10 - 11 Yes 

Holly Days  Dec. 10 & 11 No 

Train Days Dec. 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, & 23 No 

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

Vo l u n t e e r   

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

There are many ways that you can get involved in the 

coming months. Volunteer SignUp links for December 

events will be added to the volunteers web page 

sometime this month. To sign up as a volunteer for the 

following volunteer opportunities, please click on the 

appropriate SignUpGenius link on the volunteers web 

page at HeritageVillageCincinnati.org/volunteers 

 

Haunted Village - Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29 

We will need roughly 60+ volunteers per evening for 

Haunted Village. Volunteer opportunities range from 

dressing up as a character or passing out candy to helping 

at admissions, concessions, or the gift shop. More 

information about volunteering for Haunted Village is on 

the “Volunteer for Haunted Village” web page under the 

volunteer tab. 

A 19th Century Holiday Guided Tour -  

Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9  

Tour guides will lead visitors on a 50 min. tour. A tour 

will depart every hour. A script will be provided.  

Holly Days - Dec. 10 & 11 

Volunteers for Holly Days will help with crafts, treats, 

admission, the gift shop, and more.  

Train Days - Dec. 15, 16, 17, 21, 22 & 23  

We will need about 6 volunteers per day to run model 

trains or help in the gift shop/admissions.  

Vo l u n t e e r   

M e e t i n g s  

2022 Volunteer Meetings 

The dates for the remaining 2022 volunteer meetings are 

as follows:  

Oct. 1 at 11 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and we will 

decorate for Haunted Village after the meeting. 

Nov. 12 at 11 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and we will 

decorate for Holly Days after the meeting.  

 

2023 Volunteer Meetings 

The dates for the 2023 volunteer meetings are as follows:  

Jan. 28 at 11 a.m. Volunteer Luncheon - Lunch will be 

provided and there will be a volunteer awards ceremony. 

Mar. 18 at 9 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and there will 

be a volunteer workshop with breakout sessions for 

volunteers to learn different historical skills.  

Apr. 15 at 11 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and we will 

discuss volunteering for spring and summer events. 

Jul. 15 at 11 a.m. Volunteer Picnic - Lunch will be 

provided. This is an opportunity to socialize with other 

volunteers.  

Sept. 30 at 11 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and we will 

decorate for Haunted Village after the meeting. 

Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. - Lunch will be provided and we will 

decorate for Holly Days after the meeting.  
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Thank you to everyone who volunteers at the Village! 

Free Days 

Not only did we have over 1,600 people attend Free 

Days, but we also had six new volunteers participate in 

the event! Welcome and thank you to our new volunteers: 

Eric Hancock, Jonas Hancock, Monica Plett, Emily Roth, 

Caleb Stokley-Roth, and Isabella Villanueva. We also 

appreciate the following volunteers who helped bring the 

Village alive during Free Days: Shirley Clancy, Sandi 

Cloppert, Bob and Sue Houston, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Becky 

Linhardt, Steve McManus, Yvonne Reissig, Nancy 

Roszell, Julia Sandman, Maggie Seeck, and Garrett 

Woods. 

Period Dinner  

Guests enjoyed the Cincinnati Tea Room themed Period 

Dinner on August 24! Our Education Director, Lauren 

Woods, planned the menu and prepared the meal. Thank 

you to Cynthia Kuhn Beischel, the author of Lost Tea 

Rooms of Downtown Cincinnati for her presentation during 

the dinner. Thank you to our Emcee, Frank Farmer 

Loomis, of the Keep Antiquing radio show on WMKV. We 

also appreciate our servers Tyna Anderton, Glenna 

Stricklett, and Garrett Woods.  

History Alive Days  

History Alive Days are a new way to bring history alive 

for visitors. Volunteers got a chance to demonstrate 19th 

century skills in the Village and some even got to learn 

new skills. Thank you to our History Alive volunteers: 

Julie Chaney, Shirley Clancy, Pat Danneman, Joyce 

Hackbarth, Bob Houston, Kaitlyn Kiepert,  Steve 

Mcmanus, Annika Sandman, Julia Sandman, and Garrett 

Woods. We’d also like to welcome new volunteers who 

helped with this event Beth Pope, and Kozimjon 

Kuchkorov. 

Columbia Settlement  

Kathy Wenning and Heather Jones 

worked hard organizing the 

Columbia Settlement 1788. They 

sewed, fitted, and organized clothing 

for the volunteers, and took charge 

of organizing the event.  

Thank you to the interpreters who 

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s !  

portrayed specific Columbia settlers during the event: 

Diana Sue Baker, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Dana Gagnon, Edward 

Turner, Ernie Wallace, and Joe Wenning. 

Thank you to the following volunteers for doing 

demonstrations, and filling other roles such as 

admissions, the gift shop, and the welcome table: Kyla 

Andrus, Shirley Clancy, Jessica Darnell, Frank Davis, Lisa 

Egan, Jess Engstrom, Jess Gorman, Eric and Jonas 

Hancock, Ruth Horstman, Tori Jewell, Kathy Luhn,  

Pat Maley, Dyah Miller, Martha Murray, Yvonne Reissig, 

Julia Sandman, Bob Sharkey, Jim Smith, Linda and Dave 

Wedding, Andrew Wenning, Christopher Wenning, Tom 

Wenning, Lynda White, and Dorothy Williams. 

Dot, Dash, and the Pony Express  

This event was an opportunity to learn about 19th 

century transportation and communication. Thank you to 

the Cincinnati Type and Print Museum for sharing your 

love and knowledge of 19th century printing. Gary 

Walton helped organize the event and Jacob Simpson was 

there to teach volunteers and visitors about the art of 

printing. Bradley Clifton and Eunice Alicea Valentin 

volunteered in the print shop.  

Thank you to the twelve students who volunteered for 

the event as part of the Madeira High School Day of 

Service along with their teacher, Mr. Avery: Makayla 

Davenport, Olivia Davenport, Natasha Davis, Corinne 

Ellerblock, Hailey Golden, Ava Hamm, Miki Hansen, 

Grace Kellett, Carson Mulholland-Flint, Dustin Opichka, 

Anica Rane, and Kylie Shinn. They enjoyed the learning 

experience and dressing in historical clothing. 

We are also thankful for our volunteers: Julie Chaney in 

the general store, Gary Jewell on the flatboat, and Pete 

Krekeler in the train station.  

 

Students volunteering for Madiera High School Day of Service. 

Lisa Egan and  
Dorothy Williams   
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Haunted Village is our biggest 

fundraiser of the year. The proceeds 

from this event help us to maintain 

our historic buildings and provide 

quality educational programs 

throughout the year. There are many 

ways that you can help make Haunted 

Village a success. 

1. Volunteer – We need 60+ 

volunteers for each night of 

Haunted Village. Volunteer 

opportunities range from dressing 

up as a character or passing out 

candy to helping at admissions, concessions, or the 

gift shop. A link for the Haunted Village 

SignUpGenius is on the volunteers web page. 

2. Attend the Volunteer Meeting on Oct. 1 – If you 

are volunteering for Haunted Village, you are 

encouraged to attend the volunteer meeting on Oct. 1 

at 11 a.m. We will be going over the details of the 

event and decorating. Lunch will be provided. Here is 

the link to sign up to attend the volunteer 

meeting: http://evite.me/gqdSR9GpqF  

3. Donate candy - In 2019 over 17,000 pieces of candy 

H e l p  w i t h  H a u n t e d  V i l l a g e  

were donated, enough for every child 

who visited to receive 10+ pieces. 

Candy donations can be dropped off at 

Hayner House. Please put a note on 

candy donations with the dollar value. 

We use this information when writing 

grants. 

4. Spread the word - Please tell your 

friends and family about this fun event! 

Sharing our Facebook posts is another 

helpful way to promote Haunted 

Village!  

5. Post a sign - Posters and yard signs 

are available in Hayner House. If you know of a 

business, church, or other public space that would 

allow us to post a poster or yard sign, please take one. 

We can reuse yard signs for next year, so we 

appreciate it when they are brought back. 

6. Decorate - We need to decorate 11 buildings plus the 

Haunted Trail and can always use more help 

decorating and un-decorating. If you would like to 

help, please stay after the volunteer meeting on Oct. 1 

or contact Bethany for other opportunities to help 

with decorations. 

Nate Byrum and Eric Bair at Haunted 
Village 2022. 

I’m excited to announce the new 

volunteer appreciation program! 

Volunteers will receive free event tickets 

or memberships based on the number 

of hours they volunteer in a year. Earn a 

free event ticket for volunteering for 

four nights of Haunted Village. Be sure 

to write all your hours in the volunteer 

hours book to get credit for your time. 

Awards will be given out in January 

based on the hours from the previous 

year. On January 28, 2023, we will have 

a volunteer luncheon where we will 

announce the volunteers of the year for 

2022 and distribute the volunteer 

appreciation awards. – Bethany Jewell 

Vo l u n t e e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  P r o g r a m  

Hours Award 

3+ Free T-shirt for volunteers when an HVM T-shirt is needed. 

20 -39 One Free Admission for one special event (up to a $10 value). Events 

may include: Heroines of Our History, Marching Through Time, Quilted 

Treasures, Columbia Settlement 1788, Haunted Village, Holly Days, 

Train Days, or new events that could be added. 

40 - 59 One free ticket for one of the following (up to a $40 value): Period 

Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by Starlight. 

60 - 79  Free family membership (a $65 value). 

80 - 99 Free family membership, plus 1 free ticket for one of the following: 

Period Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by 

Starlight (Up to a $105 value). 

100+ Free family membership, plus 2 free tickets for one of the following: 

Period Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by 

Starlight (Up to a $145 value). 

http://evite.me/gqdSR9GpqF
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N e w s  f r o m  t h e   

C o l l e c t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  

It has been a busy year for the Collections 

Department! This year my goal was to complete the 

inventory of all the buildings throughout the Village. I 

am happy to report that this endeavor is complete, 

and all items are marked, measured, and 

photographed. Then the information is stored in 

PastPerfect Museum Software so it is available to staff 

and the public. A big thank you to my Interns from 

NKU and volunteers, especially Marilyn Meckes and 

Becky Linhardt, who come in every week to help me. 

I would also like to recognize the donors for this year. 

Our Executive Director, Steve Preston, gifted HSO 

with over 180 books from his 

collection. Also donating a book 

was Cheri Brinkman, Wayne 

Purintin, and Joe Salvato. In 

addition, Joe donated items from 

Springdale Presbyterian Church. 

Next, we have Frank Farmer 

Loomis who donated items in 

memory of his Aunt Panny. 

Kemper Log House now has 

many pieces of furniture, several 

pictures and 2 porcelain dogs to 

decorate it. And David Palmer added a 3-legged chair 

(Pennsylvania Dutch design c. 1740) for the Kemper 

House along with many linens. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Kaesemeyer donated antique 

documents from Ohio, quilts from their family, 

children’s chairs, and many knick- knacks for the 

giftshop sale corner. Annie Hamilton gave us a 

wonderful German doll that now resides in Elk Lick 

House. Rebecca Keating donated a rocker bench 

(now in Kemper Log House) and many sets of 

curtains, which we are going to use in Elk Lick 

House. 

I look forward to the upcoming events as we try to 

infuse the Village with new life using items from our 

collection! 

-Kathy Luhn, Collection Administrator 

3-legged stool 

We have an 

Albany Cutter 

two-seater 

sleigh in our 

collection that 

needs a little 

TLC. Our 

volunteer, 

Steve 

McManus took on this project and is working to clean it 

up and better preserve it. Steve began by consulting with 

every sleigh expert he could find. Steve met with the 

stable master at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island in 

Michigan. In addition to the valuable information he was 

able to provide, the stable master also donated a buggy 

whip for our sleigh.  

The upholstery was in very rough shape and Steve is 

working on reupholstering it. He also cleaned the sleigh 

up and applied several coats of Tung oil. He plans to have 

it finished in time for us to put the sleigh on display 

during our December events.  

One Horse Open Sleigh 

Cincinnati Trunk 

Sabrina Darnowsky 

recently toured the 

Village. She is a 

member of 

Cincinnati Friends 

Meeting (Quakers),  

established here in 

1815. She contacted 

us because as they 

were cleaning out 

their attic, they 

found an old trunk. 

They graciously 

donated the trunk 

and it will now be displayed in the Chester Park Train 

Station.  

The front and back of the trunk say Cincinnati. Inside the 

lid of the trunk is a label for the Hibben Dry Goods Co. 

in Cincinnati.  
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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

One of the stories synonymous with Halloween is 

Washington Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. It was 

published in The Sketch Book series in 1820. It is set in a 

sleepy glen near Tarry Town, New York, by the name of 

Sleepy Hollow. Many American and 

British troops had run near it during 

the War, and it had been the scene of 

marauding and skirmishes. Following 

the Battle of White Plaines in 

October of 1776, the British 

occupied the country south of the 

Bronx River. There was a 30-mile 

stretch of land that was considered 

no man’s land and was ripe for 

cautionary tales. Aside from the 

many British soldiers, there were 

Hessian horsemen who roamed this 

area. The Headless Horseman was 

said to be a decapitated Hessian 

soldier. Perhaps because there was a 

headless corpse in Hessian uniform 

found in Sleepy Hollow after a 

skirmish, and the man was later 

buried by the Van Tassel family in an unmarked grave. 

This is where Irving has his horseman ride, over a bridge 

at the Pocantico River, by the Old Dutch Church and 

Burying Ground in Sleepy Hollow. This is how The Legend 

of Sleepy Hollow was born, out of German folktales of 

headless riders in the nineteenth century. 

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is set in 1790, and tells the 

tale of Ichabod Crane, a superstitious schoolmaster. 

Through the story Crane competes for the affection of 

Katrina Van Tassel with Abraham Van Brunt. One 

The volunteer training videos that were created over the 

summer by Felicity Cook are now on the website. These 

videos were made possible by a grant from Ohio 

Humanities. The videos include the following topics: Elk 

Lick House docent tour, Kemper Log House docent tour, Kemper Kitchen docent 

tour, period clothing basics, basket weaving tutorial, broom making tutorial, and 

four videos on print making in the Schram Print Shop. To watch the videos, visit: 

heritagevillagecincinnati.org/volunteer-training-videos-and-manuals/ 

Volunteer Training Videos 

beautiful autumn evening Crane attends a harvest party at 

the Van Tassel’s and intends to propose to Katrina, his 

efforts are in vain, and he rides home on his horse.  

Crane’s mind plays tricks on him as he rides home, and 

he thinks he sees many ghosts, but 

then he encounters a cloaked rider. 

He is already nervous, as this is said 

to be the road the headless horseman 

rides. He realizes in horror that the 

cloaked rider is headless, and his head 

is attached to his saddle. Crane then 

rides for his life to the bridge, where 

the Hessian is said to vanish in a flash 

of fire and brimstone. Crane makes it 

across the bridge in time, but he turns 

to see the horse rear, and the severed 

head being hurled directly at him. 

Crane tries to dodge, but he is too 

late, and the missile strikes him in the 

head, knocking him out of his saddle. 

The next morning, Crane’s horse is 

found outside his master’s gate, but 

Ichabod Crane has mysteriously disappeared from Sleepy 

Hollow. The only things that remained were his horses 

saddle and a mysteriously shattered pumpkin at the foot 

of the bridge. The story is left open to interpretation. Did 

Crane flee after the terrifying incident? Or was the 

headless horseman really Van Brunt in disguise. Did Van 

Brunt murder Crane? Whatever the true nature of the 

story, it certainly makes for an eerie Halloween tale, best 

told on a dark and stormy night. 

—Lauren Woods 

Felicity Cook shooting a clothing video 
with Kaitlyn Kiepert as the model. 



Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. 

P. O. Box 62475 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a 

donation using your credit card. By making this recurring gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just 

complete the form below and mail it or drop it off at the office. 

____ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount checked below. I understand I 

need to tell you when I no longer wish to give. 

  

____ $50 ____$25 ____$15 ____$10 $____ (Any amount greater than $5.00) 

  

Cardholder Name_________________________________ 

  

Card number____________________________________________  Expiration date: _____/_____/_____ 3-digit security code___________ 

  

Cardholder Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

  

____ My employer, _____________________________________________________ will match my gift. 

 


