
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Spr ing 2022  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

I hope this note finds each and everyone of you in good health and spirits. 

Springtime at the Village has brought about many changes, both physical and 

personnel. Bill Dichtl retired at the end of March after 11 years at the helm. His 

dedication and guidance of over a decade of service can be seen and felt 

throughout the Village. Bill continues to be involved here as a volunteer when 

he’s not traveling and relaxing. We all wish him a fun and relaxing retirement. 

With Bill’s retirement, personnel changes were needed. A new Executive 

Director was hired. I was fortunate and humbled to be named the new director. 

With ten years experience in the Education Director’s desk, I am firmly 

committed to the continued success of all facets of the Village.  

With my move to a new office, Lauren Woods is now the new Education 

Director. She comes to us with an educational background, historical foodways 

skills, and lots of new ideas and energy. She tells me this is her dream job. 

Lauren is also a doctoral candidate with an interest in Victorian Era history. 

She is a wonderful addition to the staff. 

Along with the personnel changes, building changes are happening. Elk Lick 

House and outbuildings received new roofs, Langdon Medical Office is getting 

a new porch, Vorhes House is also getting a new side porch, and restoration 

work at the schoolhouse is ongoing. These projects will help ensure the 

structural integrity and add to the appearance of our historical buildings. Make 

sure you stop by to see all the changes.  

One final note. Event season is here. A Night FOR the Museum is May 21. 

Get your tickets if you haven’t already. Our Annual Meeting is May 23 at 

6:00pm and Marching Through Time is June 11. We hope to see you this 

spring and summer. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Monday – Friday  

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  

May 18, Aug. 24 & Nov. 16  

6-8 p.m. 

Join us for a Period Dinner and 

sample some 18th and 19th century 

cuisine. The cost is $40 per person. 

Reserve your seat by calling 513-563-

9484.  

A  N i g h t  F O R  t h e  M u s e u m  

May 21 7-10 p.m. 

Our annual gala event is hybrid this 

year. Choose to attend in person with 

dining and dancing, or watch the 

virtual program and bid in the online 

auction. Tickets for the 1940’s themed 

in person event are $40 per person. It’s 

free to participate online, but 

donations are encouraged. 

M a r c h i n g  T h r o u g h  T i m e  

Jun. 11 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

This timeline event will bring 

to life different periods in 

military history, including the 

Roman Legion, 

Landsknechts, Wayne’s 

Legion, Civil War, Mexican 

War, WWI, and WWII. 

Admission is $10/adult, $5/child (ages 5-11), and free for 

members and children ages 4 and under.  

 

E s c a p e  t h e  V i l l a g e  

Jun. 18, Jul. 16, Aug. 20, & Sept. 17  

Noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. 

Escape the Village is an escape 

room adventure! Choose from two 

themes: “Morgan’s Raiders of the 

Lost Art.,” or “Leaving the 

Station.” Tickets are $25 per 

person and can be purchased on our website. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Quilted Treasures  

 Jun. 23-25 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Jun. 26 1-5 p.m. 

Over 100 quilts from our collection and 

on loan from individual collections will 

be on display in five buildings 

throughout the Village. Admission is 

$10/adult, $5/child (ages 5-11), and 

free for members and children ages 4 and under.  

Deep Devotion, Different Causes:  
The Barlows and The Gordons  

in the Civil War and Beyond  

 July 15 7 p.m. 

Millie Henley of Historical 

Connections will tell the story of two 

Civil War officers who epitomized the 

opposite cultural poles of North and 

South. This presentation in honor of 

Bill Dichtl’s retirement is free, but 

donations are welcome.  

Free Days  

 Aug. 10-13 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Aug. 14 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

Visit the Village for FREE and discover 

the history of Ohio during the 1800s. 

Several buildings will be open and 

interpreters in historical clothing will do 

demonstrations.  

Columbia Settlement 1788  

 Sept. 10 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Learn about the first pioneer 

settlers to the Cincinnati area 

as interpreters share artifacts 

and history. This event will 

also include demonstrations, 

crafts, and games. Admission 

is $10/adult, $5/child (ages 5-

11), and free for members and children ages 4 and under.  
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Period Dinners May 18, Aug. 24, & Nov. 16  Yes 

A Night FOR the Museum May 21 Yes 

Annual Meeting May 23, 6 p.m. Yes 

Marching Through Time Jun. 11 No 

Escape the Village Jun. 19 Jul. 17, Aug. 21, & Sept. 18  Yes 

Quilted Treasures Jun. 23-26 No 

Deep Devotion, Different Causes July 15, 7 p.m. No 

Free Days Aug. 10-14 No 

Columbia Settlement 1788 Sept. 10  No 

Pony Express—Communications Sept. 22 No 

Haunted Village Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29 No 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9 Yes 

Breakfast with Mother Christmas Dec. 10 Yes 

Holly Days  Dec. 10 & 11 No 

Train Days Dec. 15, 16, 21, 22, & 23 No 

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

The Annual Meeting of Historic Southwest Ohio’s Board 

of Directors will be on May 23 at 6 p.m. in the Hayner 

House ballroom at Heritage Village Museum. Attendees 

will hear the State of the Village address, a financial 

report, and an update on work being done at the Village. 

This will be a great opportunity to meet our new 

Executive Director Steve Preston and Education Director 

Lauren Woods. 

We will recognize everyone’s hard work over the past year 

and award the volunteers of the year. Refreshments will 

be served. Please RSVP by May 19.  

To RSVP for the Annual Meeting, please click on the 

evite link on the volunteers web page at : 

heritagevillagecincinnati.org/volunteers. 

 

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  E x h i b i t s  

Northwest Ordinance-1787 Exhibit  

 Through Sept. 2022 

On July 13, 1787, Congress enacted the Northwest 

Ordinance of 1787 which chartered a government for 

the Northwest territories, laid out plans for how to add 

new states, and established a bill of rights for settlers in 

the territory. This exhibit highlights artifacts from the 

period and tells the stories of the people involved. 

 

Jewish Domestic Life and Traditions  

 Ongoing 

We have partnered with the Cincinnati Skirball 

Museum as part of the Jewish Cincinnati Bicentennial to 

bring Jewish holidays and rituals to life. The objects on 

display are rotated seasonally. Past displays highlighted 

the early fall holiday of Sukkot, Hanukkah and Passover.  
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Thank you to everyone who helped with our spring 

events! 

Secrets of the Kemper Log House 

Thank you to Jim Smith for putting together and leading a 

great program on the Secrets of the Kemper Log House. 

We appreciate the following volunteers who helped with 

the tour of Kemper Log House: Kaitlyn Kiepert, Marilyn 

and Mark Meckes, and Bob Sharkey. Also, thank you to 

Kathy Luhn for cleaning and arranging furniture and 

artifacts in preparation for the program.  

Period Dinner  

Guests enjoyed the Period Dinner on Mar. 23. The 

Suffragette themed menu was carefully selected by Lauren 

Woods, and skillfully prepared by Steve Preston. 

Thank you to our Emcee, Frank Farmer Loomis of the 

Keep Antiquing radio show on WMKV. We’d like to thank 

Tom Connor, the author of “Cincinnati’s Lost Architects: 

Joseph and Bernard Steinkamp,” for giving a presentation 

on Cincinnati architecture. We also appreciate our servers 

Tyna Anderton, Claire Anderton, and Glenna Stricklett.  

Bill’s Retirement  

Thank you to everyone who helped make Bill Dichtl’s last 

week here memorable. A special thank you to Heather 

Jones for helping to organize a send off for Bill. Thank 

you Sandi Cloppert, Joyce Hackbarth, and Glenna 

Stricklett for your assistance. 

We know that Bill appreciated the heartfelt and humorous 

words spoken by Dr. Brian Hackett, Rob Carter, and 

Steve Preston. Thank you to everyone who contributed 

toward retirement gifts for Bill. He was really touched by 

the generosity and gratitude.  

Egg Hunt 

The children and grandchildren of members and 

volunteers enjoyed breakfast and hunting for eggs at the 

Village! A big thank you to Frank Davis 

who organized the event and provided 

the breakfast. Thank you to the following 

volunteers who helped make it a success: 

Tyna Anderton, Mary Bender, Marge 

Davis, Michele Davis, Rick Kiefer, Emily 

McDonel, Michele McDonel, and 

Yvonne Reissig.  

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s !  

Heroines of Our History 

Local women’s history  was brought to life during the 

Heroines of Our History event thanks to our wonderful 

volunteers!  

The following women portrayed our ten heroines: Joyce 

Browning, Shirley Clancy, Lauren Crane, Sophie Grant, 

Crystal Kendrick, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Shoko Konuma, Becky 

Linhardt, Violet Shindler, and Lauren Woods. 

The event would not have been possible without the 

hardworking committee members who helped plan it: 

Shirley Clancy, Bethany Jewell, Becky Linhardt, Terrie 

Puckett, and Lauren Woods. 

I’d like to thank all of the event volunteers: Mary Bender, 

Bradley Clifton, Gavin Crane, Sarah Crane, Felicity Cook, 

Frank Davis, Heather Grant, Manami Hakozaki, Bob 

Houston, Sue Houston, Gary Jewell, Nancy Jewell, Vic 

Jewell, Rick Kiefer, Pete Kreckler, Mark Meckes,  Marilyn 

Meckes, Helen Rindsberg, Linda Roberts, Jim Smith, Julia 

Sandman, Glenna Steicklett, Garrett Woods.  

I’d also like to thank our sponsors for Heroines of Our 

History: Graeter’s Ice Cream, BMW, and Snooty Fox!  

Education Docents 

May is the busiest time of the year for school groups 

coming for education programs. We expect to see over 

1,400 students over the course of this month. We are 

eternally grateful for our dedicated education docents 

who share their knowledge with young minds: Shirley 

Clancy, Pat Danneman, Julie Chaney, Julia Sandman, and 

Joyce Hackbarth.   

Shoko Konuma as Etsu Sugimoto, Kaitlyn Kiepert as Lucy Stone, Lauren 
Woods as Victoria Woodhull, and Crystal Kendrick as Sarah Fossett. 
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There are many ways that you can 

get involved in the coming months. 

To sign up as a volunteer for the 

following volunteer opportunities, 

please click on the appropriate 

SignUpGenius link on the 

volunteers web page at 

HeritageVillageCincinnati.org/

volunteers 

A Night FOR the Museum 

We will need 8 volunteers on May 

21 from 7-10 p.m. to help with A 

Night FOR the Museum gala event. 

This event will be held at the Mill 

Race Banquet Center.  

We are also looking for donations of 

single-serving, store- bought 

desserts for the night of the event, 

for example cookies, eclairs, cream 

puffs, or chocolates. Dessert 

donations can be dropped off at 

Hayner House during our operating 

hours on May 18 through 20.  

Marching Through Time 

We will need 7 volunteers on June 

11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to help 

with the Marching through Time 

event.  

Quilted Treasures 

We will need 7 volunteers per half 

day (a total of 49 volunteer slots) for 

Quilted Treasures. Volunteers will 

monitor buildings with quilts in 

them. Quilted Treasures runs Jun. 

23-25 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 

Jun. 26 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

Free Days 

Free Days runs Aug. 10-13 from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. and Aug. 14 from 1 

p.m. to 5 p.m. The sign up for this 

event is coming soon. 

Vo l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  Other Projects 

I’d like to highlight a couple other 

amazing volunteers. Joey Block, a 

Public History Graduate student at 

NKU recently completed an 

internship project helping Kathy 

Luhn re-organize, catalog, and clean 

the historical clothing closet. This 

was a huge undertaking and we really 

appreciate being able to easily find 

historical clothing for our volunteers.  

Steve McManus built a new 

bookshelf for the library that fits in 

seamlessly with the existing 

bookshelves. He is working on 

another bookshelf for the other side. 

Once that is in place Marilyn Meckes 

and other volunteers will classify, 

label, and reorganize the books. This 

is much needed and will help us 

contain our overflow of books! 

Josh Toth put together a digital 

telegraph for us to use in the train 

station for Escape the Village. He is 

working on a second one to be used 

for our education programs. 

Thank you to anyone who I may 

have missed. There are many other 

volunteers who have contributed in 

many different ways. We appreciate 

all of your work here! 

–Bethany Jewell 

In addition to our events, there are 

other ways that you can get involved. 

If you’re interested in any of the 

following opportunities, email 

Bethany Jewell at 

bjewell@heritagevillagecincinnati.org.  

Create a Garden 

Elizabeth Steil from Mount Notre 

Dame High School has chosen to 

create a garden along the front of Elk 

Lick House for her senior capstone 

project. She will need volunteers to 

help build the beds and plant the 

flowers. Work will take place in mid-

June.  

Join a Committee 

Committee volunteers help plan 

events and perform other necessary 

work. The following committees are 

looking for additional members: 

marketing, membership, Haunted 

Village, A Night FOR the Museum 

2023, and Gardening. More details 

are listed on the volunteers web page.  

Star in Training Videos 

We are looking for volunteers to 

demonstrate 19th century crafts and 

trades in training videos for our 

volunteers. Most of the video shoots 

will take place on Thursdays and 

Fridays from 10 a.m to 3 p.m. this 

summer. We can shoot outside of 

those hours if necessary. We are 

specifically looking for volunteers 

with expertise in the following areas: 

hearth cooking, woodworking, 

printing press, basket weaving, 

quilting, interpreting, tin smithing, 

candle dipping, fabric dyeing, book 

binding, broom making, 

blacksmithing, and soap making. 

Want to be in the videos but you’re 

not an expert? We can train you! 

Steve McManus built the bookshelf  
on the right.  
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Early 19th Century Dining and Etiquette 

The Regency and early Victorian 

eras were a time of change in the 

kitchen and dining in general. 

Prior to the 19th century, the 

fireplace had been the standard 

for cooking. The stove was your 

kitchen’s hearth, and you likely 

would have had a beehive oven 

that you would use to bake bread 

once a week. New innovations in 

stoves were patented around 

1815 but were not widely used or perfected until 1840. The new stoves are 

what we typically associate with the Victorian kitchen. They could be used for 

baking, roasting meats, and had burners on the top that could be used to boil 

or simmer food. 

Meals for the aristocracy during this period were more about the pageantry of 

hosting an extravagant meal. This meant the menu needed to be glamorous 

and full of exciting and new flavors. This is something you see very often in 

period dramas such as Bridgerton or Downton Abbey. This kind of food was 

seen as another way of showing your wealth and asserting your status. An 

invitation to a dinner party 

would have been coveted. 

People selected their guests 

carefully, as they wanted to 

impress their guests, and 

enjoy stimulating 

conversation. It was a prize 

to be invited to a dinner 

soirée  and sit around the 

table enjoying conversation 

and food with friends and 

acquaintances. 

This brings us to our final piece of Regency and Victorian era dining, the 

etiquette. The table had to be set in such a way to reflect the status of the 

household, and the intent of the dinner. This meant that table shape was 

equally as important as the guests. There was a specific utensil or dish for 

every course that was served, and a certain order in which dishes were served. 

Wine would be served after the soup course. There were many components to 

a Regency and early Victorian period meal, the kitchen, the company you 

kept, and the etiquette of the hostess. Each of the changes that took place in 

the early 19th century modernized dining to the standards of the time and 

were the standard for dining in the early 20th century.  —Lauren Woods 

Summer Camps 

Elk Lick House Kitchen 

Elk Lick House Formal Dining Room 

Kids love our Summer Day camps! 

Campers will discover the past 

through games, toys, crafts, and 

hands-on activities. Camps run 9:00 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. The camp fee is $175 

per week for museum members and 

$195 per week for non-members. To 

register, visit our website. 

Early Cincinnati Camp: Jun. 6-10 

Ages 6-12: Learn what life was like 

for kids in 1800s Southwest Ohio. 

Campers will discover different 

aspects of  life such as cooking, 

chores, medicine, surveying, and 

transportation.  

Archaeology Camp: Jun. 20-24 

Ages 6-12: Learn the 

basics of archaeology. 

Activities include 

doing a dig, learning 

about artifacts and 

interpretation, and learning about 

terminology and application. 

Immersive History Camp  

Week 1: Jun. 27-Jul. 1 

Week 2: Jul. 11-15 

Ages 13-15: Campers 

will be immersed in 

19th Century life. 

Each theme and 

activity is tied to 

everyday life of an early 19th Century 

Cincinnatian. Campers will be 

immersed in learning pioneer skills. 

Campers will meet soldiers, traders, 

and the common people that carved 

out an existence in Southwest Ohio.  

Funded in part by: 
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To the board, staff, volunteers, and members; 

Since I retired at the end of March as 

Executive Director, retirement has been 

everything I thought it would be. Julie and I 

have done some traveling to visit friends in 

Indianapolis and our son, Zachary in 

Columbus. I have even started volunteering at 

the Village. 

My retirement party was a wonderful time. I 

was surprised by the turnout and appreciate everyone’s kind words. I wish 

there had been time that day to talk to everyone. Thank you for the grill, 

membership to the Ohio History Connection, the National Parks Pass, and 

the many cards, and gift cards. I’ve enjoyed reading the cards and the notes 

you wrote. 

It is hard to believe how fast the 11 years went that I spent at the Village. 

Everyone knows the challenge the Village had when I arrived. I have said this 

a few times over the last couple of months that I hope I am leaving the 

Village in a better place than when arrived. I believe this is true, but it is 

because the board, staff, volunteers, and members worked with me to move 

the Village to a better place. 

I encourage you to work with Steve in taking the Village to the next step level 

of historic preservation and interpretation. Thank you for your friendship and 

support through the years. I look forward to seeing you again at the Village. 

 —Bill Dichtl 

Lauren Woods is the 

newest member of the 

staff as the Education 

Director. On top of 

that she is a history 

PhD candidate, baker, 

board game geek, wife, 

and cat mom. (As well as a lover of 

the Oxford comma).  

She has wanted to work at the Village 

since she visited when she was 8 

years old. She spent the last 6 months 

doing a wonderful job as Marketing 

Intern. Now, by becoming the 

Education Director she is fulfilling 

her lifelong dream.  

Lauren earned her bachelor’s degree 

in history with a minor in psychology 

from Wright State University in 

December 2018. She then completed 

her master’s degree in history at 

Liberty University in March 2020 and 

began the history PhD program at 

Liberty University in the fall of 2020. 

Her interests are in American history, 

Ohio history and women’s and 

gender history, with a special focus 

on Victoria Woodhull, who she 

portrayed at our Heroines of Our 

History event. 

Lauren lives in Colerain with her 

husband Garrett and her 

grandparents Bob and Sue, for whom 

she is the caretaker. She enjoys 

baking, cooking, traveling to historic 

sites, writing, and playing board 

games whenever she can. She has 

also been known to throw some 

wonderful murder mystery parties. 

Lauren is very excited to be a 

member of the team and hopes to be 

here, at Heritage Village, for a long 

time.  

T h a n k  Yo u  f r o m  B i l l  D i c h t l  

Felicity Cook is back as the Marketing Intern for the 

second summer in a row. This summer, Felicity will be 

working on training videos thanks to a grant from Ohio 

Humanities. The purpose of the videos is to aid in training 

volunteers how to demonstrate 19th century trades and 

crafts. Part of Executive Director Steve Preston’s vision 

for the future of the Village is to offer more opportunities 

for visitors to see living history demonstrations. These 

videos will be one step toward that goal.  

Felicity is pursuing a bachelor’s in Electronic Media at the University of 

Cincinnati. She hopes to get a master’s in Screenwriting and to one day write 

novels and scripts for a living. In her free time, she enjoys watching marching 

band shows, reading, and writing. She lives in Mason with her family and a 

surprisingly vicious ten-pound dog. 

Julie and Bill Dichtl at the  
Retirement Party. 

New Education Director 

Lauren Woods 

Returning Marketing Intern - Felicity Cook 



Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. 

P. O. Box 62475 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a 

donation using your credit card. By making this recurring gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just 

complete the form below and mail it or drop it off at the office. 

____ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount checked below. I understand I 

need to tell you when I no longer wish to give. 

  

____ $50 ____$25 ____$15 ____$10 $____ (Any amount greater than $5.00) 

  

Cardholder Name_________________________________ 

  

Card number____________________________________________  Expiration date: _____/_____/_____ 3-digit security code___________ 

  

Cardholder Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

  

____ My employer, _____________________________________________________ will match my gift. 

In-Person Gala - May 21 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Virtual video program - May 21 at 8 p.m. 

Online Silent Auction - through 9:30 p.m. on May 21 

HeritageVillageCincinnati.org/events/a-night-for-the-museum 

 

Sponsored by: 


