
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Summer 2022  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Greetings, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and staying cool from the heat. Thank you to 

all of you who have already responded to our summer appeal letter. If you haven’t 

and are considering it, it’s not too late.  As we move into the later part of summer, 

the Village is still a busy place. Building projects and events are still happening. 

Architectural Reclamation is finishing up the Langdon Medical Office porch with 

new decking, rails and lattice work. It should be returned to it’s “Steamboat 

Gothic” glory quite soon. A dedicated group of volunteers are turning our chicken 

coop into a trades shed for blacksmithing and tinsmithing. This will add 

significantly to bringing the Village “alive”. 

Speaking of the Village “alive,” events for this summer were kicked off last Friday 

with a wonderful presentation by Millie Henley called Deep Devotion, Different 

Causes: The Barlows and the Gordons in the Civil War and Beyond. But wait, 

there’s more. Free Days are coming August 10-14, Escape the Village August 20, a 

Period Dinner on August 24, Columbia Settlement 1788 on September 10, and a 

two new events, History Alive Days on September 3, 17 & 24 and Spirits by 

Starlight Ghost Tours on September 3, 10, 17 & 24 and Oct. 7, 8 & 9. Come check 

out all the goings on! 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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Free Days  

 Aug. 10-13 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Aug. 14 1 p.m.-5 p.m.  

Visit the Village for FREE and 

discover the history of Ohio during the 

1800s. Several buildings will be open 

and interpreters in historical clothing 

will do demonstrations.  

Escape the Village  

Aug. 20 & Sept. 17  

Noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. 

Escape the Village is an escape room 

adventure! Choose from two themes: 

“Morgan’s Raiders of the Lost Art.,” 

or “Leaving the Station.” Tickets are 

$25 per person and can be purchased 

on our website. 

Period Dinners  

Aug. 24 & Nov. 16  

6-8 p.m. 

Join us for a Period Dinner and 

sample some 19th century 

cuisine. The August dinner will have 

a Lost Tearooms of Cincinnati 

theme. The cost is $40 per person. 

Reserve your seat on our website.  

Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tours  

Sept. 3, 10, 17 & 24 and Oct. 7-9 

7-8:30 p.m. 

Listen to stories of paranormal 

proportions and unlock the mysteries 

of the Village. Join us on a twilight 

tour full of haunted history - with 

opportunities to experience the 

phantasmal phenomena for yourself. 

Take up a lantern, turn on your 

imagination, and journey between 

worlds with ghostly guides. For ages 12 and up. 

Admission is $25/adult and $18/member or student.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

History Alive Days  

 Sept. 3, 17 & 24  

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Village will come alive with craft 

demonstrations and buildings open 

on Saturdays in September. Come for 

a guided or self-guided tour and enjoy 

meeting interpreters in historical 

clothing.  

Columbia Settlement 1788  

 Sept. 10 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Learn about the first pioneer settlers 

to the Cincinnati area as interpreters 

share artifacts and history. This event 

will also include demonstrations, 

crafts, and games. Admission is $10/

adult, $5/child (ages 5-11), and free 

for members and children ages 4 and under.  

Dot, Dash & the Pony Express  

 Sept. 22 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Discover the history of transportation 

and communication! Watch the Pony 

Express deliver mail! Visit the 

flatboat, Chester Park Train Station, 

and Schram Print Shop. Admission is 

$7 per adult, $6 per child ages 5-11, 

and free for members and children age 4 and under. 

Haunted Village  

Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29  6-10 p.m.  

Heritage Village Museum will 

transform into a Haunted Village for 

a family-friendly, slight-fright event! 

Explore the Village meeting witches, 

a fortune teller, and ghosts along the 

way. Walk through the funeral home 

and haunted trail. Enjoy storytelling, balloon art, a creepy 

critter zoo, and more! Admission is $10. Museum 

members and children age two and under are free.  
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Free Days Aug. 10-14 No 

Escape the Village Aug. 20, & Sept. 17  Yes 

Period Dinners Aug. 24 & Nov. 16  Yes 

History Alive Days Sept. 3, 17 & 24 No 

Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tours Sept. 3, 10, 17 & 24 and Oct. 7,8 & 9 Yes 

Columbia Settlement 1788 Sept. 10  No 

Dot, Dash & the Pony Express Sept. 22 No 

Haunted Village Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29 No 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9 Yes 

Breakfast with Mother Christmas Dec. 10 Yes 

Holly Days  Dec. 10 & 11 No 

Train Days Dec. 15, 16, 21, 22, & 23 No 

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour  

 Nov. 30-Dec. 3 & Dec. 7-9  

Every hour from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Take a holiday guided tour of the 

Village and learn how Christmas 

celebrations changed and evolved over 

the course of the 19th century in 

Southwestern Ohio. Tours leave every 

hour between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Tickets are $7 per 

person and must be purchased in advance. 

 

H o l l y  D a y s   

Dec. 10 & 11  

12-4 p.m.   

Celebrate the holidays with treats, music, 

and crafts. Admission is $10 per adult 

and $5 per child ages 5-11. Museum 

members and children 4 and under are 

free. 

Breakfast with Mother Christmas  

Dec. 10  

11:00 a.m.  

Enjoy a pancake breakfast and meet 

Mother Christmas! Breakfast will be 

served at 11 a.m. The cost is $7 per adult 

and $5 per child ages 5-11 for breakfast 

only or $15 per adult and $8 per child for 

ages 5-11 for a breakfast and Holly Days combo 

ticket. Children ages 4 and under are free but require a 

reservation for a seat and breakfast.  

T r a i n  D a y s   

Dec. 15, 16, 21, 22 & 23  

10 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Visit a historic train station and watch 

model trains chug around villages in 

model train displays. Admission is $3. 

Museum members and children 4 and 

under are free.. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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Thank you to everyone who volunteers at the Village! 

A Night FOR the Museum  

Thank you to Lauren and Garrett Woods for working the 

registration table during the event. Thank you to Lauren 

Dichtl and Christopher Cooper for setting up the dessert 

table and keeping it stocked. We are grateful for the 

committee members who planned and executed the event: 

committee chair Julie Dichtl, Bill Dichtl, Bethany Jewell, 

Michele McDonel, and Yvonne Reissig. A special thank 

you to our virtual and in person emcees Kevin Hardman 

and Joe Otmar. We also appreciate everyone who donated 

items, bid on items, and attended the event.  

Marching Through Time  

Thank you to the committee members who organized this 

second year event: committee chair Rick Kiefer, Jeremy 

Bowles, Carl Brickner, Bob Cairns, Chad Cochran Bowles, 

Roxann Dieffenbach,  Lee Drake, Bruce Knapp, Jason 

Knisley, Justin Mays, Steve Preston, Joe Otmar, Charles 

Russ, and Scottie Slayback. A special thank you to the 

reenactors who helped bring history to life. We also 

appreciate all of our volunteers who helped with this 

event including: Rob and Lynn Carter, Sandi Cloppert, 

Kaitlyn Kiepert, Julia Sandman, Bob Sharkey, and Garrett 

Woods. 

Quilted Treasures  

Kathy Luhn worked tirelessly organizing this event. She 

arranged to have over 100 

quilts on loan, all from 

individual collections. She 

documented the quilts 

and planned the layout. 

She also helped get the 

word out to different 

quilting groups 

throughout the area. 

Thank you Sandi Cloppert, Arleen Donikowski, Jason 

Guethlein, Heather Jones, Becky Linhardt, Marilyn 

Meckes, and Kathy Wenning for helping Kathy Luhn 

arrange the quilt displays. We also appreciate the 

volunteers who monitored the buildings during the event, 

including: Shirley Clancy, Sandi Cloppert, Frank Davis, 

Bill Dichtl, Rosemary Hermanson, Bob and Sue Houston, 

Nancy and Gary Jewell, Heather Jones, Lynn Jones, 

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s !  

Kaitlyn Kiepert, Kathy Luhn, Becky Linhardt, Michele 

McDonel, Marilyn Meckes, Karen Stimpert, Kathy 

Wenning, and Garrett Woods. Thank you to Beth Biggs 

and Pat Danneman for cleaning up after the event. 

Other Projects 

I’d like to highlight a couple other amazing volunteers.  

Elizabeth Steil from Mount 

Notre Dame High School created 

a garden along the front of Elk 

Lick House for her senior 

capstone project.  

Tom Wenning and Mark Meckes 

are working on plans to 

reappropriate the chicken coop 

and turn it into a metal smithing 

trades shed. It will be used to demonstrate blacksmithing 

and tin smithing. Frank Davis and Bill Dichtl  have 

helped Mark and Tom prepare the chicken coop for the 

project.  

Our summer intern, 

Felicity Cook, has 

been working on 

training videos for 

volunteers. Thank you 

to everyone who has 

starred in these 

videos: Julie Chaney, 

Sandi Cloppert, 

Lauren Crane, Kaitlyn 

Kiepert, Jacob Simpson, and Jim Smith. The videos will 

be available to view at the end of the summer.  

Steve McManus built two bookshelves for the library that 

fit in seamlessly with the existing bookshelves. Marilyn 

Meckes is working to reorganize the books. This is much 

needed and will help us contain our overflow of books! 

Steve McManus, Mark Meckes, and Paul Wenning 

repaired the side porch of Vorhes House and replaced the 

pillars holding up its roof.  

Thank you to anyone who I may have missed. There are 

many other volunteers who have contributed in many 

different ways. Everyone’s work is very much 

appreciated!  –Bethany Jewell 

Elizabeth Steil watering 
the garden she created. 

Becky Linhardt and Kathy Wenning 
setting up for Quilted Treasures. 

Felicity Cook shooting a clothing video 
with Kaitlyn Kiepert as the model. 
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There are many ways that you can get involved in the 

coming months. To sign up for the following volunteer 

opportunities, please click on the appropriate 

SignUpGenius link on the volunteers web page at 

HeritageVillageCincinnati.org/volunteers 

Free Days 

We need several more volunteers per half day for Free 

Days. Volunteers will be building docents or demonstrate 

skills such as using the printing press, historic games, 

wood working, textile demonstrations, ice cream making, 

butter churning, etc. When you sign up, please add what 

you plan to do in the comments. If you’re not sure what 

you can do, contact Bethany to discuss your options. Free 

Days runs Aug. 10-13 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Aug. 14 

from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

History Alive Demonstrations 

We will need 3 to 7 volunteers per half day for History 

Alive Demonstrations. Volunteers will do demonstrations 

throughout the Village such as textile demonstrations, 

woodworking, hearth cooking, printing, basket weaving, 

candle dipping, broom making, sewing, embroidery, 

quilting, fashion and hairstyling, music, cider making, 

preserving, and harvesting. The demonstrations will take 

Vo l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  

place on Sept. 3, 17, and 24 with timeslots from 10 a.m. 

to 1 :30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Please add what you 

would like to do in the comments.  

Columbia Settlement 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up for Columbia 

Settlement. We already have more than 20 people signed 

up per time slot, but we can accommodate more. The 

event is on Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We 

specifically need two volunteers for admissions in the 

morning time slot and another volunteer for morning and 

afternoon in concessions. We would like volunteers doing 

demonstrations to wear historical clothing.  It takes time 

to make clothing. Please sign up as far in advance as you 

can so we have time to get you in for a fitting. Add what 

you would like to demonstrate in the comments or 

contact Bethany about available demonstration options.  

Join a Committee 

Committee volunteers help plan events and perform 

other necessary work. The following committees are 

looking for additional members: marketing, membership, 

Haunted Village, A Night FOR the Museum 2023, 

Education, and Gardening. More details are listed on the 

volunteers web page.  

Volunteer of the Year - Frank Davis 

Frank Davis always has great advice and 

ideas to contribute to the marketing 

committee. When a spot opened up on the 

buildings & grounds committee and 

Haunted Village committee, Frank stepped up and took 

charge. He volunteers for just about every event at the 

Village. He organized the games and  for Haunted Village 

and came up with the idea for a maze and implemented 

it. When it was noticed that we needed more lighting and 

decorations on the haunted trail, Frank took care of it. As 

the Treasurer of the Board, he has used his expertise to 

assist with our finances. This year, Frank organized the 

Egg Hunt and donated breakfast for the guests. Frank 

has a lot of great ideas and follows through to make them 

happen. We are very lucky to have him as a volunteer! 

Jr. Volunteer of the Year - Kaitlyn Kiepert 

Kaitlyn first volunteered during Heroines of 

Our History in 2021. She became more 

involved by becoming a board member and 

volunteering for most of our events, 

including Marching through Time and Free 

Days. She joined the Holly Days committee and helped 

with crafts, cookies, and reading to children. She has been 

a building docent during events. She recently joined the 

volunteer committee and after only one meeting, she 

jumped in with ideas to recruit more Jr. volunteers and 

reach out to the homeschool community. Kaitlyn gave a 

moving portrayal of Lucy Stone during this year’s 

Heroines of Our History event. On top of all that she 

contributes, Kaitlyn always has a positive attitude and is 

willing to help however she can! 

The Volunteers of the Year were announced at the Annual Meeting in May.  

Vo l u n t e e r s  o f  t h e  Ye a r  
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Lauren Goes Wild for Wilder 

Some of our members may know this already, but for 

those who do not, I am in the process of writing my 

dissertation for my PhD in history. It will cover the life of 

Laura Ingalls Wilder and the creation and elements of 

community within her historical fictional narrative.  

Over the last week, I traveled, for research purposes, and 

went to several of the Laura Ingalls Wilder homesites. I 

visited De Smet, South Dakota, Walnut Grove, 

Minnesota, Pepin, Wisconsin, and Mansfield, Missouri. 

Altogether, it was over 2,000 miles of driving, but hey, at 

least I did not have to do it in a covered wagon, though I 

did get to drive one in De Smet!  

We made rope, corn 

cob dolls, learned 

about surveying and 

the equipment 

required, Garrett 

picked up a few new 

songs on the pump 

organ, and a lot more. 

It was a great trip, and 

I gathered a lot of 

information. I did 

some shopping during 

the trip and acquired a 

treasure trove of over 

fifty books that can be 

used for my work at 

Nathan Ammon is our history intern this summer. He is 

working on a research project on Shawnee Chief, 

Tecumseh. Nathan is a senior at the University of 

Cincinnati and is pursuing a Liberal Arts degree with 

minors in history, sports media management, and 

Spanish. Nathan loves history and is especially interested 

in the Colonial Period. He is also interested in Greek and 

Roman mythology. Nathan enjoys playing golf and 

basketball. He loves writing and has published a book 

that is available on Amazon. In addition to his internship 

at the Village, Nathan also works at Jungle Jim’s.  

Summer Intern Nathan Ammon 

Garrett Woods playing the pump  
organ. 

the Village. The 

topics include Recipe 

books to be used to 

plan Period Dinners 

to books on historic 

crafts and games that 

I can incorporate into 

our Education 

Programs and other 

events.  I also picked 

up a few fun ideas for 

the Village that I will 

be sharing with our 

brand-new Heritage 

Kids’ Club, that 

begins in October.  

 Heritage Kids’ Club will teach kids about the history of 

early Cincinnati and let them participate in historic crafts 

and trades of the early settlers here. They will get to hear 

stories, do activities, and all while exploring the historic 

building in the Village. Each month will offer something 

new and different from Harvest and Holidays to Spring 

Training with the Vintage Base Ball Players. I am also in 

the process of creating a similar group for those of us 

who are adult member of Historic Southwest Ohio, the 

Village Society. If anyone is interested or has ideas for 

events or outings, feel free to contact me at 

lwoods@heritagevillagecincinnati.org.  — Lauren Woods 

Lauren and Garrett Woods in a covered 
wagon. 
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During each session of Heritage Kids’ Club, children will 

learn about the history of early Cincinnati and the historic 

crafts, trades, and skills of its settlers. They will have the 

opportunity to explore the past with items from the 

Heritage Village Museum collections and exploration of 

the Village’s historic buildings.  

There will be stories, activities, and a snack provided. 

Kids will have something to take home to show off their 

handiwork. Open to ages 5 through 15.  Meets on 

Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  

H a r v e s t  &  F o o d  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

O c t .  8  

We will explore Vorhes 

House and participate in 

practices the early settlers 

used to preserve their food 

for the winter months. We 

will make a string of dried 

apples and make a batch of 

pickles. 

 

T h e  H o l i d a y  S e a s o n  

N o v .  5  

Learn about some of the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

traditions in the 19th century. 

During this session Heritage Kids’ 

Club will be making pine sprig 

ornaments and oranges with cloves.  

 

A n i m a l  F r i e n d s  

J a n .  1 4  

Carpentry skills were essential 

in early Cincinnati. Learn 

about and visit the Kemper 

Log House. We’ll practice 

some carpentry skills and 

make bird feeders for our 

animal friends.  

H e r i t a g e  K i d s ’  C l u b  

V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y  i n  t h e  P r i n t  S h o p  

F e b .  4  

Learn how to put type together in the 

Schram Print Shop and print it on 

the tabletop printing presses. We will 

make traditional Valentine’s Day 

cards from the 1800s and learn about 

traditions. 

 

S u g a r  S n o w  

M a r .  4  

We will talk about how people in 

early Cincinnati tapped maple trees 

for syrup. This will be followed by 

making pancakes to go with the 

wonderful syrup, and a pancake 

breakfast. 

 

S p r i n g  T r a i n i n g — A  M o r n i n g  w i t h  

V i n t a g e  B a s e  B a l l  P l a y e r s   

A p r .  1  

Cincinnati is home to the first 

professional base ball team and 

Heritage Village is home to the 

1869 Redstockings and Ohio 

Buckeyes. Meet base ball players 

and learn how to play by its 

original rules. 

 

Reserve your spot by calling 513-563-9484. Pricing for  

Heritage Kids’ club is as follows: 

  Non-Members HSO Members 

1 Session $18.00 $15.00 

3 Sessions $50.00 $40.00 

All 6 Sessions, 

Buy 5, Get 1 Free 

$90.00 $75.00 



Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. 

P. O. Box 62475 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a 

donation using your credit card. By making this recurring gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just 

complete the form below and mail it or drop it off at the office. 

____ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount checked below. I understand I 

need to tell you when I no longer wish to give. 

  

____ $50 ____$25 ____$15 ____$10 $____ (Any amount greater than $5.00) 

  

Cardholder Name_________________________________ 

  

Card number____________________________________________  Expiration date: _____/_____/_____ 3-digit security code___________ 

  

Cardholder Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

  

____ My employer, _____________________________________________________ will match my gift. 

 

 

N e w  t h i s  Fa l l !  

Spirits by Starlight 

Ghost Tours 

Dot, Dash & 

the Pony Express 

 

History Alive  

Days 

Heritage Kids’ 

Club 


