
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Spr ing 2024  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

 Greetings, 

It’s been a busy spring here in the Village. Students from all over the tri-state 

have been visiting for educational programs, our first-person series was the 

most attended on record, and the schoolhouse roof is complete. That’s just to 

name a few happenings. Many volunteers are also busy sprucing up the 

grounds and we are eternally grateful for them. Everything is falling into place 

for a wonderful spring here at the museum. 

As you plan your spring trips, don’t forget Heroines of our History, April 27, 

Thomas Morris (Elk Lick House) presentation, featuring David Crago, May 3, 

On Freedom’s Doorstep, June 9, Escape the Village, and Spirits by Starlight. 

These are some of the wonderful events scheduled for our spring calendar. For 

the parents out there, don’t forget our summer camp weeks starting June 10 

and running through mid–July. 

Make sure you stop in and say “Hi” and check out some of the changes/

improvements going on. We love seeing you and getting your thoughts on all 

we work hard to bring you in education, events, and history. 

 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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Little Village in the Big Woods  

Aug. 8 & 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Step into the pages of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 

Little House series. The Village will come to 

life as scenes from Wilder’s books. Find 

demonstrations, pioneer clothing, treats, and 

hands-on activities. Cost for pre-registration is $6 per 

person ages 4 and up. Same day admission is $8 per 

person ages 4 and up. Members are free. 

Broken Country, Broken Hearts: 

Divided Families of the Civil War  

Aug. 15 at 7 p.m. 

Millie Henley of Historic Connections will 

present a program on the divided families of 

the Civil War. Learn surprising aspects of 

well-known figures such as Abraham 

Lincoln and Robert E. Lee. Admission is $10 for non-

members and free for members. 

C o l u m b i a  S e t t l e m e n t  1 7 8 8  

Aug. 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Learn about Cincinnati’s first pioneer 

settlers and enjoy demonstrations, crafts, 

and games. Admission is $12 per adult, $8 

per child ages 4-11, and free for members 

and children age 3 and under. 

H o m e s c h o o l  H a r v e s t  D a y  

Sept. 20 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Try your hand at a variety of activities such 

as pickling and broom making. Advance 

tickets are $6 per person for ages 4 and up. 

Same day admission is $8 per person. 

H a u n t e d  V i l l a g e  

Oct. 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Heritage Village Museum will transform 

into a Haunted Village for a family-

friendly, slight-fright event. Enjoy 

characters, haunted woods, balloon art, 

face painting, and more! Admission is $15 per person. 

Free for members. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Meet the Author David C. Crago  

May 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

Meet David Crago, the author of The Creation 

of a Crusader. His book details the life of 

Senator Thomas Morris, an abolitionist who 

lived in Elk Lick House. Admission is $10. 

Free for members and volunteers. 

S p i r i t s  B y  S t a r l i g h t  

May 11, Jun. 15, Jul. 20, & Aug. 10  

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Hear stories of unexplained experiences and 

haunted history. Then explore for yourself 

during a paranormal investigation. 

Admission is $35/adult and $25/member or 

student. Book on our website. 

E s c a p e  t h e  V i l l a g e  

May 18, Jun. 15,  Jul. 20, Aug. 17 & Sept. 21 

Noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. 

Escape the Village is an escape room 

adventure based on local history! Choose 

from two themes: “Morgan’s Raiders of the 

Lost Art” or “Leaving the Station.” Tickets 

are $25 per member or student and $35 for non-

members. 

P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  
May 22, Jul. 25, Aug. 28, Sept. 25 & Nov. 20  at 6 p.m. 

Sample some 18th and 19th century cuisine 

at our themed period dinners. The cost is 

$50/non-member or $40/member. Book 

on our website. 

O n  F r e e d o m ’ s  D o o r s t e p  

Jun. 9 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Celebrate Cincinnati’s Black history! Meet interpreters 

portraying historical figures! Enjoy vendors, 

music, a Freedom Trail, food trucks, and 

hands-on activities. This event is presented 

by The Voice of Black Cincinnati. 

Admission is $1o per adult, $5 per senior or child ages 4-

11, and free for members and children ages 3 and under. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Meet the Author: David Crago May 3 No 

Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tours 
May 11, Jun. 15, Jul. 20, & Aug. 10. Additional tours will be 

added in Sept. –Dec.  
Yes 

Escape the Village May 18, Jun. 15,  Jul. 20, Aug. 17 & Sept. 21 Yes 

Period Dinners May 22, Jul. 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25 & Nov. 20 Yes 

On Freedom’s Doorstep Jun. 9 No 

Little Village in the Big Woods Aug. 8 & 9 No, but preferred 

Divided Families of the Civil War Aug. 15 No 

Columbia Settlement Aug. 24 No 

Homeschool Days Sept. 20, & Dec.13 No, but preferred 

Haunted Village Oct. 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26  No 

Christmas By Candlelight Dinner Dec. 3, 5, & 10  Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Guided Tour Dec. 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, & 12 Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Lantern Tour Dec. 6, 7, 13 & 14 Yes 

Holly Day  Dec. 14 No 

Train Days Dec. 18, 19, & 20   No 

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

Annual Meeting  

June 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

Join us for the Annual Meeting of Historic 

Southwest Ohio in Hayner House. Hear the State 

of the Village Address, financial report, annual 

review, and project updates. Come out and 

recognize the hard work everyone has put into the 

Village this past year and begin to look forward to 

the year to come!  

 

 

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  
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Thank you to all of the volunteers who have helped with 

events, education programs, and buildings and grounds 

over the past few month. There are many more 

volunteers who have helped in other ways who will be 

highlighted in other newsletters. We appreciate all that 

you do for the Village!  

Monte Carlo Night For the Museum 

Thank you to the committee members who organized our 

gala event: Elizabeth Bangel-Stehlin, Michele McDonel, 

Yvonne Reissig, and Garrett Woods.  

Thank you to our emcee, Frank Farmer Loomis, and our 

casino dealers: Emily Elma, Jessica Fitzhugh, Andy 

Herrmann, Jeremy Mainous, Eric McDonel, Ethan 

Powles, Jim Schultheiss, and Jeff Seuss. 

We also appreciate everyone else who volunteered for this 

event: Tyna Anderton, Dennis Jones, Becky Linhardt, 

Kim Lucas, Marvin Lucas, Michele McDonel, Yvonne 

Reissig, Diane Sneed, and Glenda Wichick.  

 

Homeschool Regency Rally  

Thank you to all of our volunteers for Homeschool Day: 

Sandi Cloppert, Felicity Cook, Pat Danneman, Frank 

Davis, David Hartkemeier, Mark Hayworth, Thomas 

Hayworth, Kevin Hoch, Steve McManus, Julia Sandman,  

Bob Sharkey, Violet Shindler, Jim Smith, and Linigles’ 

Company.  

 

Heroines of Our History 

Thank you to the committee members who organized 

Heroines of Our History this year: Joyce Browning, 

Shirley Clancy, Felicity Cook, Becky Linhardt, Terrie 

Vo l u n t e e r s  

Puckett, and Glenda Wichick.  

Thank you to everyone who portrayed heroines during 

the event: Joyce Browning, Sandi Cloppert, Sophie 

Grant, Tori Jewell, Shirley Clancy, Crystal Kendrick, 

Becky Linhardt, Emily Luyster, Olivia Marinich, Jessica 

Nedeff, Hope Nickel, Violet Shindler, Bella Shofstall, and 

Lynette Swanson. 

We also appreciate everyone else who volunteered for 

this event: Linda Bowling, Jenna Halliday, Rosemary 

Hermanson, Alexa Johnson, Daniel Mullally, Bob 

Sharkey, Jane Spelman, Linda Sturgill, and Garrett 

Woods. 

Education Docents 

Thank you to our Education Docents: Beth Biggs, Julie 

Chaney, Sandi Cloppert, Pat Danneman, Frank Davis, 

Jane Geiger, Joyce Hackbarth, Mark Hayworth, Thomas 

Hayworth, Kevin Hoch, Cece Karbowsky, Kaitlyn 

Kiepert, Steve McManus, Jessica Nedeff, Linda Roberts, 

Julia Sandman, Candace Schuler, Bob Sharkey, and Jim 

Smith. 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

Thank you to our buildings and grounds volunteers who 

have painted the Hayner House Ballroom, repaired 

Hayner House front porch, and are working on repairing 

and painting the fence around Elk Lick House, and all of 

the other various projects throughout the  

Village.  These volunteers include: Derek Archer, Frank 

Davis, Bill Dichtl, Mark Hayworth, Thomas Hayworth, 

Steve McManus, Mark Meckes, and a few of the vintage 

base ball players.  

Are you interested in learning how to give a guided tour of 

the Village? From time to time we have large groups who 

would like guided tours. We can only accommodate about 

ten people per tour at a time due to the size of some of 

the interiors. When we have groups larger than 12 people, 

we need additional guided tour docents to lead the 

additional visitors.  

Learning to give a tour of the entire Village may seem 

daunting at first, but we have some tools and training that 

will help you be successful. The first step will be to come 

and take a tour with our lead docent, Jim Smith. Then we 

Become a Guided Tour Docent 

will give you the script and have you watch some of the 

docent training videos on our website. Once you feel 

comfortable with the information, you can lead a tour 

with Jim backing you up.  

We normally know well in advance when we will have a 

group tour so you will have time to look over the script 

if it has been a while between when you finish training 

and when you are called upon to lead a tour.  

If you are interested in this opportunity, contact Bethany 

and she will get you set up with the training materials 

and a time to take a tour with Jim.  
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Summer Camps 

Heritage Village has more than 

30 different garden plots, 

including a dye garden, kitchen 

garden, an herb garden, a grape 

arbor, and an apple orchard. The 

gardens are used to educate the 

public about life in the 1800s, 

provide a food source for bees, 

birds, and butterflies, and to 

create beautiful surroundings.   

Last year a garden committee was 

created to oversee the gardens 

throughout the Village. With the 

quantity of gardens we oversee, 

there is need for volunteers to 

help us take care of everything. 

This includes weeding, watering, 

pruning, planting, and preparing 

the gardens for the winter. Most 

gardens are small and would not 

require a lot of time. If you are 

interested in learning more or 

volunteering, please email Bill 

Dichtl, committee chair, at 

williamdichtl@gmail.com.  He 

will set up a time to meet with 

you at the Village to show you 

the various gardens and get you 

started.  

Kids love summer day camps at Heritage Village Museum! Campers will 

discover the past through games, toys, crafts, and hands-on activities. All of 

our camps are for ages 6 to 14. Camps run 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There is a 

come early/stay late option for an additional fee. The camp fee is $195 per 

week for museum members or $215 per week for non-members. To learn 

more, visit our website, call 513-563-9484, or e-mail Lauren Woods at 

lwoods@heritagevillagecincinnati.org. 

Museum Makers: Jun. 10-14 

Campers will explore the process of building a 

museum, from creation, to collection, to curation. 

Campers will apply this new expertise, using a variety 

of materials and techniques to create their own mini 

museums. On the last day we will invite their families 

for a “field trip”!    

History’s Mysteries: Jun. 17-21 

Explore artifacts in our collection with a curious past, 

dig to see what mysteries lie beneath your feet in our 

mock archeological site, talk to historic figures of the 

past, and more! Can you help us solve history’s 

mysteries? 

Little Village in the Big Woods: Jun. 24-28  

Let your sunbonnet fly in the wind as you step into the 

pages of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House series. Visit 

different buildings in the “Little Village” that will 

correspond to stories in the books and enjoy plenty of 

pioneer activities.  

Past Professions: Jul. 8-12  

Find your place in history as you explore popular 

professions from the past. Make food as a chef, teach a 

lesson to a one room schoolhouse, and learn about 

keeping a shop and trading goods. You’ll learn all about 

past professions and get some hands-on experience! 

Spy Camp-Espionage, Infiltration, & Subterfuge: Jul. 15-19 (SOLD OUT) 

Beneath the cloak of intrigue are countless characters, 

codes, and inventions that transform mere mortals into 

masters of deception. Through hands-on activities and 

meetings with historic figures, campers will discover the 

heroes and villains of espionage, create ciphers, learn 

Morse code, become fingerprint experts, create 

disguises, and craft tools of the trade. 

Vo l u n t e e r   

G a r d e n e r s  

N e e d e d  


