
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Summer 2023  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

I hope all is well with all of you reading this. The Village is prepping for a busy 

fall schedule of events and other activities. Myers Schoolhouse is set to get a 

new roof, box gutters, and a belltower this fall. HVAC concerns are being 

addressed with Elk Lick House. 

Heritage Village has enjoyed a busy summer with improvements and 

programming. Volunteers have been busy working on the fence at Elk Lick, 

repairing the deck at Chester Park Station, clearing and cleaning the gardens, 

planting flowers, and generally getting the Village looking its best. Thank you 

to all of you who helped. We are truly blessed with wonderful volunteers. 

Events at the Village have been going strong with History Alive Days, Spirits 

by Starlight, Escape the Village, and Period Dinners all being well received. 

Speaking of events, don’t forget Columbia Settlement 1788 on September 9, 

Home School Harvest Day on September 22, and Haunted Village beginning 

October 13. Come out to visit or come out to volunteer! 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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Columbia Settlement 1788  

 Sept. 9 (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.) 

Learn about the first pioneer settlers to 

the Cincinnati area. Admission is $10/

adult, $5/child (ages 5-11), and free for 

members and children ages 4 and under.  

E s c a p e  t h e  V i l l a g e  

Sept. 16 (Noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m.) 

Escape the Village is an escape room 

adventure! Choose from two themes: 

“Morgan’s Raiders of the Lost Art.,” or 

“Leaving the Station.” Tickets are $25 per 

person on our website. 

H i s t o r y  A l i v e  D a y s  

Sept. 16  (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 

Meet interpreters doing demonstrations. 

Starting at 1 p.m. there will be a museum 

sampler where visitors can learn about 

other local museums and historic sites.  

Spirits By Starlight  

Sept. 16, 29 & 30 and Oct. 6 & 7 (7 –8:30 p.m.) 

Hear stories of unexplained experiences 

and haunted history. Then explore for 

yourself during a paranormal investigation. 

Admission is $35/adult and $25/member 

or student.  

H a u n t e d  V i l l a g e  

O c t .  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 7  &  2 8  

( 6 - 1 0  p . m . )   

Haunted Village is a family-friendly, slight-

fright event! Explore the Village meeting 

witches, a fortune teller, and ghosts along 

the way. Walk through the funeral home 

and haunted trail. Enjoy storytelling, 

balloon art, a creepy critter zoo, and more! Advance 

tickets are $12. Day of admission is $15. Museum 

members and children age two and under are free.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

P e r i o d  D i n n e r  

N o v .  8   ( 6 - 8  p . m . )  

Join us for a Period Dinner and sample 

some 19th century cuisine. The November 

dinner is Dickens-themed. $40 per person.  

A  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  H o l i d a y  To u r  

 N o v .  2 9 - D e c .  2  &  D e c .  6 - 8   
E v e r y  h o u r  f r o m  1 0  a . m . - 3  p . m .  

Take a holiday guided tour of the Village 

and learn how Christmas celebrations 

changed and evolved over the course of the 

19th century in Southwestern Ohio. Tours 

leave every hour between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 per person.  

H o l i d a y  L a n t e r n  To u r  

 N o v .  3 0 - D e c .  6  ( 5 - 6  p . m . )  

Take an evening holiday guided tour of the 

Village and learn how Christmas 

celebrations changed and evolved over the 

course of the 19th century in Southwestern 

Ohio. Tours leave at 5 p.m. Tickets are $10 per person.  

Christmas By Candlelight Dinners  
N o v .  3 0  &  D e c .  5 , 7 , & 1 2  ( 6 - 8  p . m . )  

Join us for a Laura Ingalls Wilder themed 

Holiday Dinner and sample some 19th 

century cuisine. $40 per person.  

H o l l y  D a y s   

D e c .  9  &  1 0  ( 1 2 - 4  p . m . )    

Meet Charles Dickens and his many 

characters as they come to life throughout 

the Village. Tell Mother Christmas what 

you wish for. Explore a whole Village 

decked out with Victorian decorations. 

Listen to holiday music, sample treats, and make 

traditional holiday crafts. Admission is $10 per adult and 

$5 per child ages 5-11. Museum members and children 4 

and under are free. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

Volunteer Meetings 

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Columbia Settlement 1788 Sept. 9 No 

History Alive Day & Museum Sampler Sept. 16 No 

Escape the Village Sept. 16  Yes 

Spirits by Starlight Sept. 16, 29 & 30 and Oct. 6 & 7 Yes 

Homeschool Harvest Day Sept. 22 Yes 

Haunted Village Oct. 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 & 28 No 

Period Dinner Nov. 8. Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Guided Tour Nov. 29-Dec. 2 & Dec. 6-8  Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Lantern Tour Nov. 30 & Dec. 6 Yes 

Christmas by Candlelight Dinners Nov. 30 & Dec. 6 Yes 

Holly Days  Dec. 9 & 10 No 

Homeschool Holiday Dec. 15 Yes 

Victorian Barroom: Jolly Night Dec. 15 Yes 

Train Days Dec. 20, 21 & 22 No 

A Quiet Christmas Dec. 20, 21 & 22 Yes 

Victorian Barroom: Jolly Night  

Dec. 15 (7-9 p.m.) 

Join the Victorian Man Brian Cushing as 

he mixes up some 19th century holiday 

drinks and discusses the history behind 

each one. Admission includes 4 drinks 

paired with delectable holiday desserts. 

The cost is $50 per person.  

T r a i n  D a y s   

D e c .  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  &  2 2  

( 1 0  a . m . - 2  p . m . )  

Watch model trains chug around villages 

in Chester Park Train Station, and 

Hayner House. The Greater Cincinnati 

Garden Railroad Society will also be 

running trains in Myers Schoolhouse. 

Admission is $3. Museum members and children 4 and 

under are free. 

Sept. 30 & Nov. 11  11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Sept. volunteer meeting will focus on details about 

Haunted Village and we will work on decorating for 

Haunted Village at the end of the meeting. The Nov. 

meeting will focus on our holiday events. To R.S.V.P. 

for the Sept. volunteer meeting, please click on the 

evite link on the volunteers web page at: 

heritagevillagecincinnati.org/volunteers. 

A  Q u i e t  C h r i s t m a s  

D e c .  2 0 ,  2 2 ,  &  2 3  ( 1 0  a . m . - 2  p . m . )  

This sensory-friendly event allows 

families to enjoy a private session with 

Father Christmas. Enjoy a craft, cookie, 

and get your picture with Father 

Christmas. The cost is $40 per group, for 

up to 8 people, and includes 30 minutes in the Christmas 

Cottage plus admission to Train Days.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
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Thank you to everyone who helped 

with our summer events! 

Behind the Scenes Tours 

Thank you to Kathy Luhn and her 

team of collections volunteers 

including Marilyn Meckes, Glenda 

Wichick, and Becky Linhardt. They 

cleaned and organized Hayner House, 

Vorhes House, and Elk Lick House 

to prepare for the behind the scenes 

tours we had earlier this year.  

History Alive Days  

Thank you to the following 

volunteers who helped during the 

History Alive Days so far or are 

signed up to help in September: Sandi 

Cloppert, Pat Danneman, Mark 

Hayworth, Chastity Hawkins, Kevin 

Hoch, Bob Houston, Hope Nickel, 

Steve McManus, Linda Roberts, Julia 

Sandman, Dorothy Williams and 

Garrett Woods.  

Marching Through Time 

Thank you to the reenactors who 

helped with our Marching Through 

Time event and to the committee 

members: Roger Bechtel, Jeremy 

Bowles, Lee Drake, Rick Kiefer, 

Bruce Knapp, Jason Knisley, Joe 

Otmar, Steve Preston, Levi Sherman, 

and Scottie Slayback.  

We also appreciate the following 

volunteers who helped during the 

event: Sandi Cloppert, Beth Biggs, 

Dan Jaster, Linda Roberts, and 

Glenda Wichick. Thank you to our 

interns Hope Nickel and Ethan 

Powles who lent their reenactor skills.  

Senior Fair 

Thank you to the members of Livin’ 

For Tuesday and the following 

volunteers who made the Senior 

Education and Health Fair a success:  

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s !  

Lowell Bowie, 

Sandy Bowie, 

Sandi Cloppert, 

Pat Danneman, 

Bob Houston, 

Gary Jewell, Tori 

Jewell, Kaitlyn 

Kiepert, Linda 

Roberts, and 

Garrett Woods. 

Homeschool 

Day 

Thank you to 

all who helped 

with the Roads, 

Rivers, and Rails Homeschool Day 

back in April including Shirley 

Clancy, Sandi Cloppert, Felicity 

Cook, Pat Danneman, Sophie 

Grant, Kevin Hoch, Ella Jewell, 

Gary Jewell, Nancy Jewell, Tori 

Jewell, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Becky 

Linhardt, Linda Roberts, Jim Smith, 

Alex Teass, and Garrett Woods.  

 

 

 

 

Free Days 

Thank you to all who helped with 

Free Days including Claudia Banke, 

Sandi Cloppert, Felicity Cook, Pat 

Danneman, Katie Dorton, Joyce 

Hackbarth, Mark Hayworth, Bob 

Houston, Ella Jewell, Gary Jewell, 

Nancy Jewell, Tori Jewell, Becky 

Linhardt, Hope Nickel, Yvonne 

Reissig, Linda Roberts, Nancy, 

Roszell, Julia Sandman, and Isabella 

Villanueva.  

Repair Work 

Thank you to the volunteers who 

repaired the Chester Park Train 

Station platform and/or  are working 

on the Elk Lick fence including: 

Derek Archer, Barry Adamson, Frank 

Davis, Bill Dichtl, Mark Hayworth, 

Steve McManus, Paul Wenner.  

Gardening 

Thank you to the volunteers who 

have been beautifying the gardens 

and grounds of the Village including 

Derek Archer, Lori Bregger, Dichtl, 

Juli Dichtl, Mark Hayworth, Marti 

Kwiatkowski, Steve McManus, Jane 

McGregor, and Alex Teass. 

A special thanks to Bob Sharkey and 

Sandi Cloppert for filing in as tour 

guides! Thank you to anyone who I 

may have missed. There are many 

other volunteers who have 

contributed in many ways.  

–Bethany Jewell 

Shirley Clancy educating a group during the April Homeschool Day.  

Garrett Woods playing the pump 
organ during the Senior Fair.  
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There are many ways that you can 

get involved in the coming months. 

To sign up as a volunteer for the 

following volunteer opportunities, 

please click on the appropriate 

SignUpGenius link on the 

volunteers web page at 

HeritageVillageCincinnati.org/

volunteers 

History Alive Days 

There is one more chance to show 

off your 19th century skills during 

History Alive Days this year.  On 

Sept. 16 we will have a combination 

History Alive Days with a Museums 

and Historic Sites Sampler day. In 

addition to volunteers populating 

the Village doing demonstrations, 

representatives from other local 

museums and historic sites will be 

here to promote local history. 

Volunteer time slots are from 10 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 5 

p.m. If those time slots don’t match 

your availability, just write your 

availability in the comments. Also, 

be sure to write what you will be 

demonstrating in the comments. If 

you’re unsure about what you can 

do, email Bethany and she will 

match you up with another 

volunteer or give you some options. 

Examples of 19th century skills 

include: sewing, wood working, 

printing in the print shop,  butter 

churning, hearth cooking, 

demonstrating historic toys and 

games, basket weaving, etc. 

Haunted Village 

Haunted Village is our biggest 

volunteer event of the year. It takes 

60+ volunteers a night to run 

Haunted Village. Read the next page 

to see all of the different ways you 

can help make our biggest fundraiser 

of the year a success! You can also 

check out the Volunteer for Haunted 

Village webpage to find details about 

volunteering for this event. 

heritagevillagecincinnati.org/

volunteer-for-haunted-village/ 

Become a Balloon Twister 

Speaking of Haunted Village, we 

would love to have more volunteers 

who can help with balloon twisting. 

We will have a training for anyone 

interested in learning how after the 

volunteer meeting on Sept. 30.  

December Events 

We have eight events in December, 

so there are plenty of ways you can 

help spread some holiday cheer! Our 

biggest December event is Holly 

Days. This year the event will have a 

Dickens theme with fun vignettes 

from A Christmas Carol throughout 

the Village! 

We will also need tour guides for our 

holiday guided tours, volunteers to 

help with Homeschool Holiday, and  

servers for our period dinners.  

We are looking for a jolly old soul to 

portray Father Christmas during A 

Quiet Christmas. We can provide the 

clothing.  

The last volunteer opportunity of the 

year will be Train Days. We will need 

several volunteers a day to run trains 

plus a volunteer for the gift shop.  

Paint the Village 

There are two upcoming painting 

projects, Dr. Langdon’s office and 

Elk Lick fence. Frank Davis has been 

carefully removing the flaking (lead) 

Vo l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  New Board Members 

We would like to welcome our 

new board members, Tom 

Barhorst, and Kiersten Lucas.  

Tom Barhorst has had a long 

career in Education in various 

roles including a social studies 

teacher and principal. He is 

currently the Director of Strategic 

Initiatives at Rockwern Academy. 

Kiersten Lucas is our new Junior 

Board Member. She attends 

Sycamore High School and loves 

volunteering at the Village. 

Kiersten has long been a summer 

camper here and has become one 

of our summer camp counselors.  

paint from the rear of the building in 

accordance with the appropriate 

regulations. Paint on the other sides 

of the building is sound, but needs to 

be cleaned prior to applying white 

latex paint. If you would like to help, 

work will begin on Monday, Sept. 11, 

at 9 a.m.  

We are also looking for a large group 

of volunteers to paint the Elk Lick 

fence. This would be a great 

opportunity for a corporate group or 

church group looking for a 

community service project.  

To volunteer for a Homeschool Day  

or a dinner, contact Lauren Woods at 

Lwoods@heritgavillagecincinnati.org.  

If you would like to volunteer for any 

of the other events, you can find the 

SignUpGenius links on the 

volunteers webpage or email 

Bethany. December event SignUps 

will be added added over the next 

month.  

–Bethany Jewell 



 

6 

Haunted Village is our biggest fundraiser 

of the year. The proceeds from this event 

help us to maintain our historic buildings 

and provide quality educational programs 

throughout the year. There are many ways 

that you can help make Haunted Village a 

success. 

1. Volunteer – We need 60+ volunteers 

for each night of Haunted Village. 

Volunteer opportunities range from 

dressing up as a character or passing 

out candy to helping at admissions, 

concessions, or the gift shop. A link 

for the Haunted Village 

SignUpGenius is on the volunteers web page. 

2. Attend the Volunteer Meeting on Sept. 30 – If you 

are volunteering for Haunted Village, you are 

encouraged to attend the volunteer meeting on Sept. 

30 at 11 a.m. We will be going over the details of the 

event and decorating. Lunch will be provided. A link 

to R.S.V.P. is on the volunteers webpage.  

3. Donate candy - In 2022 over 20,000 pieces of candy 

were donated, enough for every child who visited to 

receive 10+ pieces. Candy donations can be dropped 

off at Hayner House. Please put a note 

on candy donations with the dollar 

value. We use this information when 

writing grants. 

4. Spread the word - Please tell your 

friends and family about this fun event! 

Sharing our Facebook posts is another 

helpful way to promote Haunted Village!  

5. Post a sign - Posters and yard signs 

are available in Hayner House. If you 

know of a business, church, or other 

public space that would allow us to post 

a poster or yard sign, please take one. 

We can reuse yard signs for next year, so 

we appreciate it when they are brought back. 

6. Decorate - We need to decorate 11 buildings plus the 

Haunted Trail and can always use more help 

decorating and un-decorating. If you would like to 

help, stay after the volunteer meeting on Sept. 30 or 

contact Bethany for other opportunities to help . 

7. Learn Balloon Twisting - We need volunteers to 

help with balloon twisting. Training will be providing 

during the Sept. volunteer meeting or can be arranged 

by contacting Bethany. 

Head Witch Tyna Anderton  

lends a hand. 

Vo l u n t e e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  P r o g r a m  

H e l p  w i t h  H a u n t e d  V i l l a g e  

Volunteering for Haunted Village or in 

any other way with Heritage Village 

Museum will qualify you for our 

volunteer appreciation program! 

Volunteers will receive free event 

tickets or memberships based on the 

number of hours they volunteer in a 

year. Earn a free event ticket for 

volunteering for four nights of 

Haunted Village. Be sure to write all 

your hours in the volunteer hours 

book to get credit for your time. 

Awards will be given out in January at 

the volunteer luncheon. Awards are 

based on the hours from the previous 

year. – Bethany Jewell 

Hours Award 

5+ Free T-shirt for volunteers when an HVM T-shirt is needed. 

25 –44 One Free Admission for one special event (up to a $10 value). Events 

may include: Heroines of Our History, Marching Through Time, Quilted 

Treasures, Columbia Settlement 1788, Haunted Village, Holly Days, 

Train Days, or new events that could be added. 

45 - 64 One free ticket for one of the following (up to a $40 value): Period 

Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by Starlight. 

65 - 84  Free family membership (a $65 value). 

85 - 124 Free family membership, plus 1 free ticket for one of the following: 

Period Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by 

Starlight (Up to a $105 value). 

125+ Free family membership, plus 2 free tickets for one of the following: 

Period Dinner, First Person Program, Escape the Village, or Spirits by 

Starlight (Up to a $145 value). 
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From the Education Department Metal Smithing Update 

Little Village in the Big Woods Program 

I am very excited to announce that we received a $500 

grant from LCNB so that I could begin the creation of 

the Little Village in the Big Woods education/

homeschool program! Many of you know that I am 

writing my dissertation on Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 

frontier communities that are presented in the Little 

House series of novels. In doing all this research it has 

been my dream to create a program for the Village that 

would implement all the research and use our buildings 

to tell her story. I have already created a series of Period 

Dinners based on her life, and the 4 Christmas by 

Candlelight dinners all SOLD OUT! And now…the 

education program is becoming reality too!  

I plan to use each building to correspond to a novel 

from the series. Little House in the Big Woods 

corresponds to the Kemper Kitchen and Garden, By 

the Shores of Silver Lake corresponds to the Train Station, These Happy 

Golden Years will correspond to the Schoolhouse, and so on. I am in the 

process of developing lessons that incorporate Wilder’s life into the 

wonderful historic Village that we have here. I hope that as I continue this 

process and finish my dissertation that we will have another great education 

program for students, teachers, and homeschoolers to choose from. If you 

have an interest in Little House on the Prairie, I would love to have your 

input and ideas! You can email me at lwoods@heritagevillagecincinnati.org. 

                                         

—Lauren Woods, Education Director 

Homeschool Harvest Day 

Learn about harvest in early Cincinnati and what 

settlers did to prepare for the winter through 

demonstrations and hands-on activities. Activities 

will include pickling and preservation, composting 

and worms, flax breaking and the linen making 

process, broom making, candle making, tin punch-

ing, cider making, herb drying, a visit to the 

smokehouse, and more! 

Advance online tickets are SOLD OUT but walk-

ins are still welcome with an admission of $7 per 

person. Children ages 4 and under are free. 

We have recently been able to 

acquire tin smithing materials and 

equipment thanks to a grant from 

Americana Corner.  

Equipment and materials have 

been moved over to the Village 

and need to be catalogued, 

organized, and set up. We plan to 

arrange some volunteer training 

workshops to learn the basics. We 

will use a tent in the space 

between the Schram Print Shop 

and Benedict Cottage for metal 

smithing demonstrations until we 

are able to raise funds to create 

Metal Trades buildings. We hope 

to be able to sell finished products 

in the gift shop.  

—Bethany Jewell 

Pat Danneman demonstrates 

pickling techniques. 

Lauren Woods shows 

students how to make 

dried apples.  

Homeschool Holiday 

Learn about Holiday traditions in early 

Cincinnati during Homeschool 

Holiday on Dec. 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m.! Activities will include popcorn 

stringing, ornament making, 

gingerbread men, advent traditions, a 

Christmas pageant, holiday baking and 

traditions, Hannukah celebrations, 

Boar’s Head Festival, ghost stories, 

games, caroling, and more! 

Pre-register online for $5/person. Day 

of admission is $7/person. 



Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. 

P. O. Box 62475 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a 

donation using your credit card. By making this recurring gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just 

complete the form below and mail it or drop it off at the office. 

____ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount checked below. I understand I 

need to tell you when I no longer wish to give. 

  

____ $50 ____$25 ____$15 ____$10 $____ (Any amount greater than $5.00) 

  

Cardholder Name_________________________________ 

  

Card number____________________________________________  Expiration date: _____/_____/_____ 3-digit security code___________ 

  

Cardholder Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

  

____ My employer, _____________________________________________________ will match my gift. 


