
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Winter  2024  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Greetings, 

I hope this note finds everyone in good health and good spirits! As we begin 

the year 2024 at Heritage Village, we are already working on building upon the 

successes of 2023. We are proud to announce the continuation of our First-

Person Speaker Series, this February and March. Some old faces, some new 

faces, all portraying a new line-up of historical figures. 

Mark your calendars now for March 2. Our marquee fundraising event, Monte 

Carlo Night for the Museum, returns. This is the perfect opportunity to 

support the village, eat some food, win a silent auction, and enjoy the company 

of others on behalf of the museum. I hope to see you all there for a night of 

fun. 

Work on Myers Schoolhouse continues. Alexander Copper Company is busy 

finishing repairing the belltower, installing new gutters, and a new roof and 

trim. They do fantastic work as evident in the roof in gutters of Chester Park 

Station they restored last year. This work is in the final stretch and should be 

completed by the end of the month. I hope to see you at the village at some 

point this year. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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Spirits By Starlight  

Feb. 3 & 17 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Hear stories of unexplained 

experiences and haunted history. 

Then explore for yourself during a 

paranormal investigation. Admission 

is $35/adult and $25/member or 

student. Book on our website. 

 

Monte Carlo Night FOR the Museum 

Mar. 2 from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Roll the dice for a great cause! Join 

us in the Sharon Centre for poker, 

roulette, craps, blackjack, bingo, and 

more! Enjoy appetizers, desserts, 

and drinks. Tickets are $55/person. 

V.I.P. tickets are $125/person. 

P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  

Mar. 20, May 22, Jul. 24, Sept. 25 & Nov. 20 

6-8 p.m. 

Join us for a Period Dinner and sample 

some 18th and 19th century cuisine. The 

March Period Dinner theme is Little 

Women: Recipes Inspired by the March 

Sisters. The cost is $50/ non-member or 

$40/member. Book on our website. 

Homeschool Day:  

Regency Rally & Muster  
Apr. 19 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Prior to the War of 1812, militia 

musters were not just for drilling, 

they were social opportunities for 

men and women alike. Little 

historians will learn about this 

period in Ohio’s history through 

hands-on activities and 

demonstrations. Online preregistered tickets are $6/

person. At the door tickets are $8/person. Children ages 

3 and under are free.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  F i r s t  P e r s o n  P r o g r a m s  

Our First Person Program series will run on Friday 

evenings during February and March. Each program 

begins at 7:00 p.m. and includes dessert. Advance 

registration is required. Call 513-563-9484 to register. 

The cost for each program is $17 for members and 

$20 for non-members. Attend three or more 

programs, and take advantage of special pricing. 

Feb. 9 – Buffalo Soldier  

Born in Clermont County, Edgar R. Aston served as a 

Buffalo soldier, a nickname given to African-American 

cavalry army soldiers serving in the American West.  

Feb. 16 – Annie Oakley  

Annie Oakley, or “Lil’ Sure Shot,” overcame poverty, 

prejudice, and physical setbacks to become a legendary 

sharpshooter— breaking many barriers for women. 

Mar. 1 – Mary Ann Bickerdyke 

Mary Ann Bickerdyke, “The Cyclone in Calico,” was a 

nurse, mother, lawyer, and strong advocate for 

soldiers both on and off the battlefield.   

Mar. 8– Charles Goodnight 

Charles Goodnight, “The Father of the Texas 

Panhandle,” was a legendary cattle rancher, trailblazer, 

frontier scout, Texas Ranger, inventor of the chuck 

wagon, and a millionaire three times.  

Mar. 15 –  Victorian Vixens 

Explore how 19th century women fought for 

enfranchisement. This session fuses performance art 

and education for an imaginative approach to 

women’s history.  

Mar. 22 – Goode Rebeka, Trial by Fire – “The 

Salem Witch Trials” 

Goode Rebeka, was an elderly woman hanged as a 

witch in 1692, but was she? Perhaps by the end of the 

program you will be able to answer that question.  

Mar. 29 – Stephen Foster 

Stephen Foster, known as the “Father of American 

Music” taught himself to play clarinet, guitar, flute, 

and piano. While working for his brother’s steamship 

firm in Cincinnati, he sold his first hit song, “Oh, 

Susanna!”  
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Spirits by Starlight Feb. 3. &17. More dates to be announced. Yes 

First-Person Program Series Feb. 9, Feb. 16, Mar. 1, Mar. 8, Mar. 15, Mar. 22, Mar. 29 Yes 

Monte Carlo Night for the Museum Mar. 2 Yes 

Period Dinners Mar. 20, May 22, Jul. 24, Sept. 25 & Nov. 20 Yes 

Members’ Egg Hunt Mar. 30 Yes 

Homeschool Days Apr. 19, Sept. 20, & Dec. 13 No, but preferred 

Regency Rally Weekend Apr. 20 & 21 No 

Heroines of Our History Apr. 27 No 

Escape the Village May 18, Jun. 15,  Jul. 20, Aug. 17 & Sept. 21 Yes 

Little Village in the Big Woods Aug. 8 & 9 No 

Columbia Settlement Sept. 7 & 8 No 

Haunted Village Oct. 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 & 26  No 

Christmas By Candlelight Dec. 3, 5, & 10  Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Guided Tour Dec. 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, & 12 Yes 

A 19th Century Holiday Lantern Tour Dec. 6, 7, 13 & 14 Yes 

Holly Day  Dec. 14 No 

Train Days Dec. 18, 19, & 20   No 

* Call 513-563-9484 to register for programs and events. Online registration will be available for some events.  

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

Regency Rally Weekend  

Apr. 20 & 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Linigle’s Company of Ohio Militia 

will be on hand for drilling and 

civilian demonstrations. Admission 

is $12/adult, $8/child (ages 4-11), 

and free for members and children 

ages 3 and under.  

H e r o i n e s  o f  O u r  H i s t o r y  

Apr. 27 from noon to 4 p.m. 

Celebrate some of the extraordinary 

local women who made history! Meet 

reenactors in historical clothing 

portraying notable women. Admission 

is $12/adult, $8/child (ages 4-11), and 

free for members and children ages 3 and under.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

E s c a p e  t h e  V i l l a g e  

May 18, Jun. 15,  Jul. 20, Aug. 17 & Sept. 21 

Noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. 

Escape the Village is an escape room 

adventure! Choose from two themes: 

“Morgan’s Raiders of the Lost Art.,” or 

“Leaving the Station.” Tickets are $25 

per person. 

Little Village in the Big Woods  

Aug. 8 & 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The Village will come alive with hands

-on activities and demonstrations 

based on the Little House series.  

Preregistered tickets are $6/person. At 

the door tickets are $8/person. 

Children ages 3 and under are free.  
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We ended 2023 strong with record setting attendance 

numbers for Haunted Village, and a great turn out for all 

of our holiday events. Thank you to all of our volunteers 

who make our events possible! We appreciate all of the 

volunteers who enrich the Village in other ways, as well! 

We continued the Volunteer Appreciation Program in 

2023. The volunteers listed below have qualified to attend 

the volunteer luncheon on Feb. 3 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Volunteers will receive their volunteer appreciation 

awards during the volunteer luncheon. Awards will be 

mailed out to volunteers who are unable to attend.  

Here is a list of volunteers who qualified for volunteer 

appreciation awards based on their self-recorded 

volunteer hours from 2023.   

125+ hours 

Kathy Luhn, Marilyn Meckes, Glenda Wichick, Kathy 

Wenning, Ethan Powles, Steve McManus, Heather Jones, 

Becky Linhardt, Mark Meckes, Shirley Clancy, Pat 

Danneman, Hope Nickel, Bill Dichtl, Linda Roberts, 

Jackie Olson, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Karen Stimpert, Tyna 

Anderton, Betty Junod, Bob Houston, Daniel Gorbunov, 

Katie Dorton, Marie Spruance, Sandy Curlis, Garrett 

Woods, and Mark Hayworth. 

85-124 hours 

Violet Shindler, Julia Sandman, Yvonne Reissig, Julie 

Chaney, Frank Davis, Sandi Cloppert, Arthur Bazhenov, 

and Marcela Gonzalez. 

65-84 hours 

Marti Buente, Kevin Hoch, Michele McDonel, and Joyce 

Hackbarth. 

Vo l u n t e e r s  

45-64 hours 

Tori Jewell, Bob Sharkey, Rosemary Hermanson, 

Dorothy Williams, Glenna Stricklett, Nancy Jewell, Julie 

Dichtl, Kiersten Lucas, Ella Jewell, Jim Smith, and Gary 

Jewell. 

25-44 hours 

Christopher Hartkemeier, Chuck Carr, David 

Hartkemeier, Thomas Hayworth, Winston Benge, Claire 

Anderton, Bill Cloppert, Mary Bender, Lynette Swanson, 

Kelly Kwiatkowski, Marti Kwiatkowski, Lori Bregger, 

Stephen Hartkemeier, Michael Schmidt, Scott Tibbs, 

Traci Bradley, Nick Ranz, Felicity Cook, Dennis Jones, 

Allison Grandi, Palin Slough, Joe Wenning, Sophie 

Grant, Alex Leach, Marybeth McManus, Kim Lucas, 

Heather Nield, Victor Jewell, and Cierra Tibbs. 

We encourage all volunteers to record your hours in the 

volunteer hours books. The books are normally located 

in the hallway next to the ballroom in Hayner House or 

at volunteer check-in during events. We use the recorded 

hours to help us qualify for grants. Recording your hours 

will help you qualify for Volunteer Appreciation Awards 

such as event tickets and family memberships. Thank you 

for all that you do for the Village! - Bethany Jewell 

2023 Volunteer Hours by the Numbers 

Collections Volunteers’ hours  1,101 hours 

Quilters’ hours    964 hours 

Interns’ hours   925.45 

Education Volunteers’ hours  695.79 hours 

Garden Volunteers’ hours  91.25 hours 

 

Total Volunteer Hours   9,814.10 hours 

Total Volunteers   225 

As most of you know, my grandfather, Bob Houston, passed away on 

November 13, 2023. Bob was a volunteer at the Village for the last 2 years. 

He left an indelible impression on everyone he met. He loved to help with 

education programs and volunteer at events. He had a love of woodcarving, 

and demonstrated it for History Alive Days. A few of his carvings can still be 

seen in Hayner House.   

I wanted to thank everyone for their kind words, cards, and for attending his 

celebration of life. This has been a really hard few months, and it will continue 

to be hard, but thank you for keeping his memory alive. - Lauren Woods 

In Memory of Bob Houston 

Bob Houston on the flatboat. 
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*Times listed are the event times. Volunteer arrival times will be sent out in an email before the event.  

Our gala event, Monte Carlo Night For the 

Museum, is on Mar. 2 from 7 - 10 p.m. 

There are several ways that you can help make this 

fundraiser a success. 

1. Attend the event and bring some friends! 

2. Donate items for the silent auction and prizes. In 

particular, we need bottles of wine for the wine toss 

game and bottles of bourbon for the bourbon putt. 

We also need other prizes such as gift baskets and gift 

cards for prizes. Donations can be dropped off at 

Monte Carlo Night For the Museum  

2 0 2 4  Vo l u n t e e r  S c h e d u l e  

Hayner House Wed. - Fri. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or 

contact us to make other arrangements.  

3. Donate dessert for the event. We are looking for bite-

size desserts such as brownie bites, mini cheesecakes, 

cookies, cream puffs, etc. Desserts can be dropped 

off at Hayner House during our open hours in the 

week before the event.  

4. Volunteer. We will need about ten volunteers for this 

event. If interested, please sign up using the SignUp 

Genius link on the Volunteer webpage. 

Event Date(s) Time* 
Vols 
Needed 

Volunteer Luncheon Feb. 3 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. As guests 

A Night for the Museum Mar. 2 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. 6-10 

Volunteer Workshop Mar. 23 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. As guests 

Period Dinners 
Mar. 20, May 22, Jul. 24, 
Sept. 25 & Nov. 20 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 4+/dinner 

Regency Homeschool Day  Apr. 19 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 12-20 

Heroines of Our History Apr. 27 Noon – 4 p.m. 8-16 

Little Village in the Big Woods Aug. 8 & 9 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 12-20/day 

Columbia Settlement 1788 Sept. 7 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 20+ 

Homeschool Harvest Day Sept. 20 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 15+ 

Volunteer Meeting Sept. 28 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. As guests 

Haunted Village 
Oct. 11, 12, 18, 19, 
25 & 26 

5:45 p.m. – 10 p.m. 60+/night 

Volunteer Meeting Nov. 9 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. As guests 

Christmas by Candlelight Dinners Dec. 3, 5 & 10 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 4+/dinner 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 4, 5, 6, 7, 11 & 12 
1/hour from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

2-3/day 

Homeschool Holly Day Dec. 13 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 15+ 

Holly Day Dec. 14 Noon – 6 p.m. 20+/day 

Train Days Dec. 18, 19 & 20 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 5+/day 



 

6 

W h e n  C i n c i n n a t i  h a d  P a r r o t s  

b y  S t e v e  P r e s t o n  

Imagine sitting on your porch on a 

pleasant summer evening in 

Cincinnati. You’re sipping your 

favorite beverage and listening to the 

noisy flocks of parrots settling into 

the trees for the night. Sound crazy? 

It wasn’t to the citizens of the area in 

the 1800s.  

One would think the temperate 

climate of Cincinnati would preclude 

tropical life from flourishing in 

Southwest Ohio. But Carolina 

Parakeets were hardy and would 

spend their summers in the Midwest. 

Carolina Parakeets were known as a 

“neotropical parrot”.  These dove 

sized birds were North America’s 

only native parrot, sporting a bright 

plumage of vibrant green with a 

yellow and 

orange head. The 

Carolina Parrot 

ranged from New 

York, the 

Midwest, through 

the Plains, south 

to Texas.  

These extremely 

social birds adapted to their 

surroundings readily. Their 

preference, however, was unbroken 

old growth forests of Sycamores. The 

banks of the Ohio River below the 

city of Cincinnati were lined with 

Sycamore trees where the raucous 

birds would congregate and feed on 

sycamore seeds. An 1819 visitor to 

Cincinnati observed; “...the fruit of 

the sycamore is the favourite fruit of 

the paroquet, and large flocks of 

these gaily plumed birds constantly 

enliven the gloomy forests.”  

As early as 1792, accounts by 

Cincinnati residents recall large 

flocks of these noisy birds feeding in 

Hamilton County. An early pioneer 

observed “…flocks of parroquets 

were seen, decked in their rich 

plumage of green and gold.” During 

the spring near the mouth of the 

Miami River. Another traveler, in 

1804, observed the Carolina 

Parakeet along the Great Miami 

River as far north as Piqua, Ohio. In 

Stanley Hedeen’s The Mill Creek, 

An Unnatural History of an Urban 

Stream, he records an Edward 

Mansfield observing the Carolina 

Parakeet in 1819, “at Ludlow station 

in great flocks.” The dense Mill 

Creek Valley also 

proved a perfect 

haven for the 

gregarious flocks 

of parakeets.   

Oddly, another 

favorite food 

source for the 

Carolina 

Parakeet was the seeds of cockle-

burrs. Poisonous to most animals, it 

was consumed by the parakeets with 

no ill effects. As a result, farmers in 

Southwest Ohio had a love/hate 

relationship with the Carolina 

Parakeets as it ate the pesky cockle-

burrs but also fruits in the field. 

Because of their consumption of 

cockle-burr seeds, many scientists 

today believe that the Carolina 

Parakeet was in fact poisonous to 

eat. 

As the 19th Century progressed, so 

did the deforestation of Southwest 

Ohio. The large, dense forests were 

no more. Soon also the Carolina 

Parakeet. The loss of the dense 

forests full of sycamores sounded the 

death-knell for the Carolina Parakeet, 

not only in Ohio but across its whole 

range. The last recorded sighting of a 

flock in Ohio was in 1862 when a 

flock flew over the capital of 

Columbus. Hunting also played a role 

in the extirpation of the species. The 

vibrant green feathers were quite 

popular in fashion as an accent piece. 

As the 1900s began, over 80% of 

Ohio forestland was gone. So was the 

Carolina Parakeet. The last known 

example passed away in captivity at 

the Cincinnati Zoo, 1918. In a 

strange but fitting coincidence, Incas, 

the last surviving Carolina Parakeet, 

died in the same cage that had 

housed Martha, the last Passenger 

Pigeon occupied at the time of her 

death in 1914. 
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Summer Camps 

Heritage Village Museum and 

Educational Center has more than 

30 different garden plots, including 

a dye garden, kitchen garden, an 

herb garden, a grape arbor, and an 

apple orchard. The gardens are 

used to educate the public about 

life in the 1800s, provide a food 

source for bees, birds, and 

butterflies, and to create beautiful 

surroundings.   

Last year a garden committee was 

created to oversee the gardens 

throughout the Village. With the 

quantity of gardens we oversee, 

there is need for volunteers to help 

us take care of everything. This 

includes weeding, watering, 

pruning, planting, and preparing 

the gardens for the winter. Most 

gardens are small and would not 

require a lot of time. If you are 

interested in learning more or 

volunteering, please email Bill 

Dichtl, committee chair, at 

williamdichtl@gmail.com.  He will 

set up a time to meet with you at 

the Village to show you the various 

gardens and get you started.  

Kids love summer day camps at Heritage Village Museum! Campers will 

discover the past through games, toys, crafts, and hands-on activities. All of 

our camps are for ages 6 to 14. Camps run 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There is a 

come early/stay late option for an additional fee. The camp fee is $195 per 

week for museum members or $215 per week for non-members. To learn 

more, visit our website, call 513-563-9484, or e-mail Lauren Woods at 

lwoods@heritagevillagecincinnati.org. 

Museum Makers: Jun. 10-14 

Campers will explore the process of building a 

museum, from creation, to collection, to curation. 

Campers will apply this new expertise, using a variety 

of materials and techniques to create their own mini 

museums. On the last day we will invite their families 

for a “field trip”!    

History’s Mysteries: Jun. 17-21 

Explore artifacts in our collection with a curious past, 

dig to see what mysteries lie beneath your feet in our 

mock archeological site, talk to historic figures of the 

past, and more! Can you help us solve history’s 

mysteries? 

Little Village in the Big Woods: Jun. 24-28  

Let your sunbonnet fly in the wind as you step into the 

pages of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House series. Visit 

different buildings in the “Little Village” that will 

correspond to stories in the books and enjoy plenty of 

pioneer activities.  

Past Professions: Jul. 8-12  

Find your place in history as you explore popular 

professions from the past. Make food as a chef, teach a 

lesson to a one room schoolhouse, and learn about 

keeping a shop and trading goods. You’ll learn all about 

past professions and get some hands-on experience! 

Spy Camp-Espionage, Infiltration, & Subterfuge: Jul. 15-19  

Beneath the cloak of intrigue are countless characters, 

codes, and inventions that transform mere mortals into 

masters of deception. Through hands-on activities and 

meetings with historic figures, campers will discover the 

heroes and villains of espionage, create ciphers, learn 

Morse code, become fingerprint experts, create 

disguises, and craft tools of the trade. 

Vo l u n t e e r   

G a r d e n e r s  

N e e d e d  



Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. 

P. O. Box 62475 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As a friend of Heritage Village Museum, you can support the mission of Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. each month with a 

donation using your credit card. By making this recurring gift, you will add to the financial stability of the Village. Just 

complete the form below and mail it or drop it off at the office. 

____ Yes, I want Historic Southwest Ohio, Inc. to charge my credit card monthly in the amount checked below. I understand I 

need to tell you when I no longer wish to give. 

  

____ $50 ____$25 ____$15 ____$10 $____ (Any amount greater than $5.00) 

  

Cardholder Name_________________________________ 

  

Card number____________________________________________  Expiration date: _____/_____/_____ 3-digit security code___________ 

  

Cardholder Signature_______________________________________________________________ 

  

____ My employer, _____________________________________________________ will match my gift. 


