
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Spr ing 2025 

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Heritage Village Family, 

Yes, I’ve changed my greeting. So many of you have become so dedicated to our 

mission here that I feel we have a family atmosphere. This has allowed so many 

great things to occur for the Village in a relatively short period of time. Buildings 

and Grounds volunteers are finishing up the new paint scheme on Benedict 

Cottage, as well as the windows on Langdon Medical Office. Gardening 

Committee members are busy with plantings, including new grape vines. New 

beehives are now in the apple orchard to help our pollinator friends. As a note, 

they are located near Elk Lick fence. Education programs are in full swing with a 

program daily from now until June. The Village is bustling with lots of students, 

lots of work, and lots of planning, especially for the Jane Austen Festival on June 

27-29. 

Our last big endeavor is the Myers Schoolhouse completion. The past few weeks 

have been a flurry of progress. The interior trim is being finished in anticipation of 

new wood flooring going in next. Our original timetable has been adjusted to mid-

May as we want to make sure it is all correctly finished. By now most, if not all of 

you, have received our Spring Appeal in the mail. The level of growth and progress 

has been tremendous, but it has come with hefty financial responsibilities. If you 

have not already, please consider helping the Village in a financial capacity, as we 

still have daily expenses to consider as well as completing Myers Schoolhouse in a 

manner it deserves. I hope you’ll stop by and check out what’s new at the Village. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday – Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday – Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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L i t t l e  V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  B i g  Wo o d s  

P i o n e e r  D a y s  

Aug. 7 & 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Step into the pages of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 

Little House series. The Village will come to 

life as scenes from the books. Check out 

demonstrations, try on pioneer clothing, 

sample treats, and enjoy hands-on activities. Pre-register 

online for $6 per person. Admission at the gate is $8 per 

adult, $6 per senior/child, and free for members and 

children age 3 and under.  

H o m e s c h o o l  D a y :  C o l u m b i a  

S e t t l e m e n t  

Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Learn about Cincinnati’s first pioneer 

settlers and enjoy hands-on activities. Pre-

register online for $6 per person. Price at 

the gate is $8 per adult, $6 per senior/child, 

and free for members and children age 3 and under. 

* B r u n c h  S e r i e s  
Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 

Sample some 19th century cuisine. Our 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the brunch and guests will be 

treated to a guided tour after they eat. 

Tickets are $30 for members and $40 for non-members. 

Haunted Village  

Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Enjoy a spooky trail, games, balloon art, 

trick-or-treating, a haunted house, crafts, 

and more! Admission is $15. Members and 

children ages 2 and under are free. 

*Christmas by Candelight Dinner: ‘Twas 

the Night Before Christmas 

Dec. 2 6:30 p.m. 

Enjoy holiday cuisine based on Clemon 

Clarke Moore’s 1823 poem ‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas. $50 for non-members and 

$40 for members. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

* P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  

Sample some 19th century cuisine. 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the meal. There will be 

entertainment in accordance with the 

theme. The cost is $50 for non-members and $40 for 

members. 

May 14 – The Works of Shakespeare 
Jun. 18 – Dinner with Mr. Darcy 

Jul. 23 – Christmas in July 
Aug. 27 – Spellbinding Start of Term Feast 

Oct. 1 – A Grimm Brothers Adventure 
Nov. 19 – Dinner with Dickens 

* S p i r i t s  b y  S t a r l i g h t  

May 10, Jul. 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 20 & 27, & Oct. 4  

7 to 10 p.m. 

Learn about our haunted history in a 

paranormal investigation using ghostly 

gadgets. $35 per person. $25 for members 

and students. Ages 18+. 

V i n t a g e  B a s e b a l l  

May 31, Jun. 7, Jul. 20 & 26, & Sept. 27 

Heritage Village Museum hosts vintage base 

ball matches at our Dan Lyon Field. Base 

ball is free to watch, but admission is 

required to tour the Heritage Village 

buildings. A full schedule can be found on our website. 

* M y e r s  S c h o o l h o u s e  O p e n i n g  
May 28 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Join us for the opening reception of the 

Myers School House. Take a look at the 

completed restoration, experience an 1890s 

classroom, and even hear the school bell 

ring! 

J a n e  A u s t e n  Fe s t i v a l  

Jun. 27—29 

Join us as we commemorate Jane Austen’s 

life and work with a festival! Festival 

visitors will enjoy lectures, music, dancing, a 

costume promenade, demonstrations, a 

duel, and much more! Find more details on our website. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

*Spirits by Starlight May 10, Jul. 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 20 & 27, & Oct. 4 Yes 

*Period Dinners May 14, Jun. 18, Jul. 23, Oct. 1, & Nov. 19 Yes 

Vintage Base Ball May 31, Jun. 7, Jul. 20 & 26, & Sept. 27 No 

*Jane Austen Welcome Reception Jun. 27 Yes 

Jane Austen Festival Jun. 28–29 No 

*Jane’s Jubilee Ball Jun. 28 Yes 

Little Village Pioneer Days Aug. 7–8 No, but preferred 

Homeschool Day: Columbia  

Settlement 1788 
Sept. 12 No, but preferred 

*Brunch Series Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 Yes 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 No 

*Christmas by Candlelight Dinner: 

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas 
Dec. 2 Yes 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 Yes 

Holly & Hearth Nights Dec. 5 & 12 No 

Train Days Dec. 17–19 No 

* Pre-registration through our website is required for events marked with an asterisk. 

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour 

Dec. 3-5 & 10-12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Learn about 19th century Christmas 

traditions in Cincinnati during this guided 

tour of 8 of our decorated buildings. The 

cost is $12 per non-member and $10 per 

member. 

Holly & Hearth Nights 

Dec. 5 & 12 6-9 p.m.  

See the Village aglow in the snow. 

Activities include crafts, building tours, hot 

chocolate, cookies, and more! Pre-register 

online for $6 per person. Admission is $8. 

Members and children 3 and under are free. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Train Days 

Dec. 17-19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Watch model trains chug through elaborate 

displays as you enjoy cookies and hot cocoa. 

The GCGRS will be back with their trains 

this year! Admission is $5 per person. 

Members and children age 3 and under are free. 
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Jane Austen Festival 

Now that we are entering spring, it is time to turn our 

attention to the Jane Austen Festival. The Village is set to 

see a record-breaking crowd of 3,000 visitors over the 

weekend, and the event is set to be our largest volunteer 

demand yet. We will require a minimum of 120 

volunteers per day. Please reach out to family or friends 

who may be interested in volunteering. This will be an all 

hands on deck situation. 

Volunteer opportunities for the Jane Austen Festival are 

now posted on BetterImpact. If you are interested in 

volunteering, sign up soon! This will ensure you get the 

shift(s) you are interested in. There are plenty of 

opportunities for volunteers in period clothing and T-

shirt volunteers. Shifts range from 3 to 4 hours long. Jobs 

include gatekeepers, historical interpreters, admissions, 

gift shop, and more. Volunteers who sign up for both the 

morning and afternoon shift will receive lunch. If you 

have any questions about volunteering, please contact 

Bethany Jewell. 

J a n e  A u s t e n  Fe s t i v a l  Vo l u n t e e r s  

Jane Austen Tea Service Volunteer Training 

May 17th at 11 a.m. 

The Jane Austen Festival will include a tea service for 80 

guests on both Saturday and Sunday. Tea servers will 

need training to pull off this impressive feat. If you would 

like to volunteer for the tea services, please attend the 

volunteer training on May 17th at Hayner House. Angela 

from Churchill’s Fine Teas will lead the training. 

Volunteers will learn tea etiquette, table management, and 

how to ensure a quality brew for all guests. You can sign 

up for the training session on BetterImpact. Please only 

sign up for training if you plan to volunteer for the 

Jane Austen Tea Services. 

Have you been struggling to get involved at the Village? 

Friends of the Village is a new way to stay connected with 

the museum you love—without the demands of 

traditional volunteer roles. This program is designed 

especially for those who want to remain active while 

contributing in more flexible ways. 

As a Friend of the Village, you’ll enjoy opportunities for 

light volunteer work with comfortable conditions. This 

will include indoor, sitting activities and special projects 

that support our mission beyond the museum gates. The 

group will also attend  community events to create a 

public presence for the Village. 

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  

There will also be chances to attend social gatherings 

and go on reciprocal museum visits! It’s a meaningful 

way to stay engaged, share your passion, and be a part of 

a supportive and welcoming community. 

If you would like to join, please attend the welcome 

reception in the Hayner 

House Ballroom on May 

19th at 1 p.m. to learn 

more about the 

organization and enjoy 

some snacks! 
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If you visited Hayner House in April and thought you heard 

meowing from the walls—no hearing test needed. This was 

the work of a furnace-dwelling feline! 

This furry explorer spent six days sneaking through the 

heating system before getting stuck in the furnace blower. 

Thankfully, Education Director Lauren Woods had the 

paws-itively brilliant idea to turn off the heat. 

With help from Mark and Thomas Hayworth, Mark Meckes, 

and expert cat-wrangler Jessica Nedeff, this troublesome 

kitty was saved! 

Meet Cinder—one year old, playful, and miraculously 

T h e  Te l l - Ta l e  M e o w  

unscathed from her dash through the ducts. She’s since 

been adopted by Lauren Woods and has shown no interest 

in returning to the vents.  

– Felicity Cook 

Event Date(s) Time* 
Vols 

Needed 

Period Dinners 

May 14, Jun. 18, Jul. 23, 

Oct. 1, Nov. 19, & Dec. 

2 

6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 4+/Dinner 

Schoolhouse Grand Opening May 28 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 3+ 

Jane Austen Festival: Welcome 

Reception 
Jun. 27 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 6+ 

Jane Austen Festival Jun. 28–29 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 120+/Day 

Little Village in the Big Woods Aug. 7–8 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 20+/Day 

Homeschool Day: Columbia Set-

tlement 1788 
Sept. 12 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 20+/Day 

Brunch Series Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 4+/Brunch 

Haunted Village 
Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 

& 25 
6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 65+/Day 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 2–4/Day 

Holly & Hearth Nights Dec. 5 & 12 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 20+/Night 

*Times listed are the event times. Volunteer arrival times will be sent out in an email before the event.  

2 0 2 5  Vo l u n t e e r  S c h e d u l e  


