
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Winter  2025 

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Greetings, 

The new year has started and so has the action at the Village. We have been 

busy fleshing out our 2025 event schedule. Many events this year are favorites: 

Period Dinners, the First Person Series, and Haunted Village. Our Night FOR 

the Museum Gala on March 22nd is a Regency Ball. We are also pleased to 

host the Jane Austen Society of North America’s Jane Austen Festival for the 

first time. Austen Fest has already made an impact on the Village. Attendees 

have pre-registered from over 35 states, two Canadian provinces, and Europe. 

The footprint of our museum has reached international levels. 

Beautification and repair efforts are underway to have the Village sparkling by 

June. Benedict Cottage recently received a new roof, chimney cap, and box 

gutters. Our Collections Crew is preparing the America’s 250th celebration 

exhibits. The Gardening and Buildings & Grounds Committees have big plans 

to spruce up the Village once the weather breaks. Work is also continuing on 

the Myers Schoolhouse. To prepare for the May opening, we are forming an 

endowment for this building as we have for all others. We hope some among 

you might feel inclined to donate to this project. A little goes a long way here. 

If you have the chance, stop by and see the growth. We’d love to show you 

around. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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* S p i r i t s  b y  S t a r l i g h t  

Apr. 12, May 10, Jul. 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 20 & 27, & Oct. 4 

from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Learn about our haunted history and 

immerse yourself in a paranormal 

investigation using ghostly gadgets. $35 per 

person. $25 for members and students. 

Ages 18+. 
 

O n  F r e e d o m ’ s  D o o r s t e p  

Homeschool Day: Apr. 25 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Event: Apr. 26 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Celebrate Cincinnati’s Black history! Meet 

historical figures, check out vendors, enjoy 

music & dance, walk the Freedom Trail, try 

hands-on activities, and more! Pre-register 

online for $6 per person. Admission at the gate is $8 per 

adult, $6 per senior/child, and free for members and 

children age 3 and under. *Vendors on Saturday only. 

J a n e  A u s t e n  Fe s t i v a l  

Jun. 27—29 

Jane Austen would be celebrating her 250th 

birthday in 2025. Join us as we 

commemorate the life and work or Jane 

Austen with a festival, workshops, teas, and 

a ball! Festival visitors will enjoy lectures, music, dancing, 

a costume promenade, demonstrations, a duel, and much 

more! Register for tickets by the end of February to take 

advantage of the best general admission pricing. Find 

more details on our website. 

L i t t l e  V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  B i g  Wo o d s  

P i o n e e r  D a y s  

Aug. 7 & 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Step into the pages of Laura Ingalls 

Wilder’s Little House series. The Village will 

come to life as scenes from the books. 

Check out demonstrations, try on pioneer 

clothing, sample treats, and find hands-on activities. Pre-

register online for $6 per person. Admission at the gate is 

$8 per adult, $6 per senior/child, and free for members 

and children age 3 and under.  

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

*First Person Program Series  

Feb. 21—Apr. 4 at 7 p.m. 

Each program begins at 7 p.m. and includes 

dessert. Advance tickets are $17 for 

members and $20 for non-members. 

Dinner tickets are $40 for members and 

$50 for non-members. 

Feb. 21 – Margaret Blennerhassett 
Feb. 28 – John Cleves Symmes 

Mar. 7 – Vahdah Olcott Bickford & Dinner 
Mar. 14 – Captain Myles Moylan 

Mar. 21 – Julia Dent Grant 
Mar. 28 – Abigail Adams 

Apr. 4 – Caroline Harrison 
Apr. 11 – Vixen: The Funeral of Maggie Fox 

* P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  

Sample some 19th century cuisine. 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the meal and there will be 

entertainment in accordance with the 

theme. The cost is $50 for non-members and $40 for 

members. 

Mar. 7 – Vahdah Olcott Bickford Dinner 
Apr. 9 – 1001 Arabian Nights 

May 14 – The Works of Shakespeare 
Jun. 18 – Dinner with Mr. Darcy 

Jul. 23 – Christmas in July 
Aug. 27 – Back to Hogwarts 

Oct. 1 – A Grimm Brothers Adventure 
Nov. 19 – Dinner with Dickens 

Dec. 2 – Christmas by Candlelight: ‘Twas the Night 

* R e g e n c y  B a l l  
Mar. 22 from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Attend our annual gala event. Enjoy an 

evening of dining, dancing, and delight at 

the Sharon Centre. Tickets are $65 per 

person, $120 per couple, and $125 for VIPs. 

* B r u n c h  S e r i e s  
Apr. 5 & Sept. 20 

Sample some 19th century cuisine. Our 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the brunch and guests will be 

treated to a guided tour after they eat. 

Tickets are $30 for members and $40 for non-members. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

*Period Dinners 
Mar. 7, Apr. 9, May 14, Jun. 18, Jul. 23, Oct. 1, Nov. 19, &  

Dec. 2 
Yes 

*First Person Programs 
Feb. 21, Feb. 28, Mar. 7, Mar. 14, Mar. 21, Mar. 28, Apr. 4, & 

Apr. 11 
Yes 

*Regency Ball Mar. 22 Yes 

*Brunch Series Apr. 5, Sept. 20 Yes 

*Spirits by Starlight Apr. 12, May 10, Jul. 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 20 & 27, & Oct. 4 Yes 

On Freedom’s Doorstep Homeschool 

Day 
Apr. 25 No, but preferred 

On Freedom’s Doorstep Apr. 26 No, but preferred 

*Jane Austen Welcome Reception Jun. 27 Yes 

Jane Austen Festival Jun. 28–29 No, but preferred 

*Jane’s Jubilee Ball Jun. 28 Yes 

Little Village Pioneer Days Aug. 7–8 No, but preferred 

Columbia Settlement Homeschool 

Day 
Sept. 12 No, but preferred 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 No 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 Yes 

Train Days Dec. 17–19 No 

* Pre-registration through our website is required for events marked with an asterisk. 

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

Homeschool Day: Columbia 

Settlement  

Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Learn about Cincinnati’s first pioneer 

settlers and enjoy hands-on activities. Pre-

register online for $6 per person. Price at 

the gate is $8 per adult, $6 per senior/child, 

and free for members and children age 3 and under. 

Haunted Village  

Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Enjoy a spooky trail, games, balloon art, 

trick-or-treating, a haunted house, crafts, 

and more! Admission is $15. Members and 

children ages 2 and under are free. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour 

Dec. 3-5 & 10-12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Learn about 19th century Christmas 

traditions in Cincinnati during this guided 

tour of 8 of our decorated buildings. The 

cost is $12 per non-member and $10 per 

member. 

Train Days 

Dec. 17-19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Watch model trains chug through elaborate 

displays as you enjoy cookies and hot 

cocoa. The GCGRS will be back with their 

trains this year! Admission is $5 per person. 

Members and children age 3 and under are free. 
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We ended 2024 with record-setting attendance numbers 

for Haunted Village and education programs, as well as a 

great turn out for all of our events. Thank you to all of 

our volunteers who make these events possible. Because 

of you, we were able to premiere On Freedom’s 

Doorstep in 2024 and commit to the Jane Austen Festival 

for 2025. We appreciate all of the volunteers who enrich 

the Village in other ways as well. 

We continued the Volunteer Appreciation Program in 

2024. The volunteers listed below qualified to attend the 

volunteer luncheon. Volunteers who weren’t able to 

attend the luncheon received their volunteer appreciation 

awards via email. 

We will continue the volunteer appreciation program in 

2025 and will use the VolunteerImpact app to make 

tracking your volunteers hours even easier! 

125+ Hours 

Tyna Anderton, Lori Bregger, Marti Buente, Sandi 

Cloppert, Pat Danneman, Frank Davis, Bill Dichtl, Mark 

Hayworth, Heather Jones, Betty Junod, Becky Linhardt, 

Kathy Luhn, Marilyn Meckes, Mark Meckes, Jessica 

Nedeff, Jackie Olson, Linda Roberts, Bill Schott, Karen 

Stimpert, Kathy Wenning, Glenda Wichick, and Garrett 

Woods. 

85-124 Hours 

Sandy Curlis, Joyce Hackbarth, Kaitlyn Kiepert, Michele 

McDonel, Steve McManus, Yvonne Reissig, and Julia 

Sandman. 

Vo l u n t e e r s  

65-84 Hours 

Julie Chaney, Stephen Hartkemeier, Thomas Hayworth, 

Kevin Hoch, Palin Slough, Glenna Stricklett, and Joe 

Wenning. 

45-64 Hours 

Shirley Clancy, Frank Farmer Loomis IV, David 

Hartkemeier, Christopher Hartkemeier, Rosemary 

Hermanson, Nancy Jewell, Tori Jewell, Gary Jewell, 

Renee Junod, Cecilia Karbowsky, and Bob Sharkey. 

25-44 Hours 

Thomas Barhorst, Andy Bregger, Cassidy Colby, Seth 

Colby, Jane Geiger, Sophie Grant, Sarah Hartkemeier, 

Ella Jewell, Alex Leach, Kim Lucas, Ethan Powles, Terrie 

Puckett, Brooke Schlinkert, Halle Schlinkert, Michael 

Schmidt, Violet Shindler, Jim Smith, and Lynette 

Swanson. 

We are excited to host a 

regency workshop for our 

volunteers on Mar. 8 from 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 

workshop will entail three 

sessions. The morning 

session will be a clothing 

presentation with an option for both men’s and woman’s 

fashions. Experience a tea service for lunch and learn how 

tea will be served at the Jane Austen Festival. In the 

afternoon, take a lesson in dancing or learn how to play 

whist, euchre, and other regency games. 

Vo l u n t e e r  Wo r k s h o p :  J a n e  A u s t e n  Fe s t i v a l  

This workshop is critical to ensuring a pleasant 

experience for our expected guests at both the Regency 

Ball and the Jane Austen Festival. We kindly ask that 

volunteers refrain from attending the workshop unless 

they plan on volunteering for at least one of these 

events. 

If you are interested in attending the workshop, please 

sign up through VolunteerImpact. There are directions 

on the Become a Volunteer webpage or you can visit: 

app.betterimpact.com 

2024 Volunteer Hours by the Numbers 

Collections Volunteers’ hours  1,339.75 hours 

Quilters’ hours    860 hours 

Education Volunteers’ hours  888.10 hours 

Garden Volunteers’ hours  383.74 hours 

 
Total Volunteer Hours   9,795.04 hours 

Total Volunteers   272 
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Our gala event, the Regency Ball, is on Mar. 22 from 7 - 

10 p.m. There are several ways that you can help make 

this fundraiser a success. 

1. Attend the event and bring some friends! 

2. Donate items for the silent auction and prizes. In 

particular, we need bottles of wine and bourbon for 

games. We also need other prizes such as gift baskets 

and gift cards for the silent auction. Donations can be 

dropped off at Hayner House Wed. - Fri. from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. or contact us to make other arrangements.  

R e g e n c y  B a l l  

3. Donate dessert for the event. We are looking for bite-

size desserts such as brownie bites, mini cheesecakes, 

cookies, cream puffs, etc. Desserts can be dropped 

off at Hayner House during our open hours in the 

week before the event.  

4. Volunteer. We will need about twelve volunteers for 

this event. If interested, please sign up using 

VolunteerImpact. You can find information on how 

to sign up for VolunteerImpact on the Become a 

Volunteer webpage on our website. 

Event Date(s) Time* 
Vols 

Needed 

Period Dinners 

Mar. 7, Apr. 9, May 14, 

Jun. 18, Jul. 23, Oc.t 1, 

Nov. 19, & Dec. 2 

6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 4+/Dinner 

Volunteer Workshop: Jane Aus-

ten Festival 
Mar. 8 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. As guests 

Annual Meeting Mar. 10 6 p.m. As guests 

Regency Ball Mar. 22 
6:30 p.m. – 10:30 

p.m. 
10+ 

Brunch Series Apr. 5 & Sept. 20 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 4+/Brunch 

On Freedom’s Doorstep:  

Homschool Day 
Apr. 25 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 15+ 

On Freedom’s Doorstep Apr. 26 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 20+ 

Schoolhouse Grand Opening May 31 TBD 3+ 

Jane Austen Festival: Opening 

Reception 
Jun. 27 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 6+ 

Jane Austen Festival Jun. 28 & 29 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 100+/Day 

Little Village in the Big Woods Aug. 7 & 8 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 20+/Day 

Columbia Settlement:  

Homeschool Day 
Sept. 12 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 20+/Day 

Haunted Village 
Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 

& 25 
6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 65+/Night 

*Times listed are the event times. Volunteer arrival times will be sent out in an email before the event.  

2 0 2 5  Vo l u n t e e r  S c h e d u l e  
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I am so excited for this new year to begin because we have 

been working on a three-year exhibit schedule to 

commemorate America’s 250th Celebration! It begins this 

April with a first round of exhibits highlighting artifacts, 

events, and persons from the beginning of our country 

through 1804. Come see Mrs. Kemper’s actual day cap, 

fans, and dress; John Cleve Symmes’s surveying compass; 

and many projectile points left by the Native Americans 

and recovered from our local area. There’s more but you 

need to come see it! We wanted to feature artifacts that 

haven’t been exhibited for many years (or ever). Our 

exhibits also extend out to the houses. Elk Lick House will 

have cradles and christening gowns in the first-floor 

bedroom. There are some new items in Fetter Store too. 

The first period will be on exhibition through mid-June. 

Then we switch to the next period of our country’s history 

(1804-1826). These items will be exhibited through the end 

of the year. 

We continue to receive new items into the collection. Most 

recently we received items last viewed at Entertrainment 

Junction as well as several paintings of village buildings. 

I would also like to thank the group of dedicated 

volunteers that arrive each Tuesday and spend five hours 

with me: Marilyn Meckes, Becky Linhardt, Glenda 

Wichick, and Jessica Nedeff. They are an excellent team 

with various skills: researching artifacts, navigating the 

computer, or lending their artistic talents. Our department 

could not exist without their help! 

- Kathy Luhn 

Collections Manager 

New VolunteerImpact App  

 Seedling Planting 

Please volunteer to plant 

seedlings on Feb. 27. Our 

gardeners are working on 

a beautification plan to 

get the Village looking its 

best for the Jane Austen 

Festival in June. Part of 

the plan is to get seedlings started in milk jugs so they will 

be ready to transplant in the spring. Volunteers will meet 

at Hayner House at 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 27 to work on this 

fun, simple project. We are also looking for donations of 

empty gallon milk jugs to use for this project. 

Bed Frames into Benches 

Our collections manager has several bed frames. We are 

looking for woodworkers who would like to take on the 

challenge of repurposing these beds into benches which 

could be used at the Village. If you are interested, please 

let us know before the end of the month. 

Volunteer Opportunities  

 

C o l l e c t i o n s  

We are excited to announce that we are launching 

a new volunteer management system. Instead of 

signing up for volunteer opportunities through 

SignUpGenius and logging hours in the volunteer 

book, all of that will now happen through 

VolunteerImpact. 

If you received an email from Bethany with your 

username and password, follow the instructions 

in that email. If you did not receive an email from 

Bethany, go to the Become a Volunteer page on 

our website and follow the instructions there. 

Annual Meeting  

The Annual Meeting of Southwest Ohio’s Board of 

Directors has been rescheduled for Mar. 10 at 6 p.m. You 

are cordially invited to attend. The meeting will take place 

in the Hayner House Ballroom. Refreshments will be 

provided. RSVP by Mar. 1. To sign up, click on the Evite 

link on the Volunteer webpage. 

https://heritagevillagecincinnati.org/become-a-volunteer/

