
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Fal l  2025  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Greetings, 

The summer season has wrapped up at the Village with a torrent of wildly 

successfully programs. The Columbia Settlement Homeschool Day saw 911 

visitors. This is over three times the attendance of all previous years combined. 

Homeschool students got a hands-on look at life as an early Cincinnatian. This 

wonderful event helped solidify our place as the only institution to tell the history 

of ALL groups in early Southwest Ohio. Little Village in the Big Woods also saw 

big returns—over 2,200 guests attended to learn more about Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

We were thrilled to host Dean Butler, Almanzo Wilder on the TV show, who 

greeted fans and shared the Little House love. 

With these new successes in the rearview mirror, we turn our attention to an old 

friend: Haunted Village. Friday and Saturday nights October 10th through 25th, 

our Village will transform into a slight-fright, family-friendly spooktacular. This is a 

premiere event in the region, and it takes a Village to pull it off. Please contact 

Bethany Jewell if you’d like to volunteer. If volunteering is not an option, we 

welcome the donation of bagged candy. This allows us to give every child a 

positive trick-or-treating experience. 

I’d like to take this time to also thank each and every one of you who have helped 

so far this year in making the Village so successful. We continue to grow because 

of all that you do here. I look forward to seeing you at the Village. 

 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

November-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday – Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday – Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 



 

2 

* B r u n c h  S e r i e s  
Dec. 6 11:30 a.m. 

Sample some 19th century cuisine. Our 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the brunch and guests will be 

treated to a guided tour after they eat. 

Tickets are $30 for members and $40 for non-members. 

Holly & Hearth Night 

Dec. 12 6-9 p.m.  

See the Village aglow in the snow. 

Activities include crafts, building tours, hot 

chocolate, cookies, and more! Pre-register 

online for $6 per person. Admission is $8. 

Members and children 3 and under are free. 

Train Days 

Dec. 17-Jan. 4 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Watch model trains as you enjoy cookies 

and hot cocoa. The GCGRS will be back 

with their trains! Admission is $5 per 

person. Members and children age 3 and 

under are free. (Only noon-3 p.m. on Sundays.) 

*First Person Program Series 

Feb. 13-Mar. 27 7 p.m. 

Feb. 13—Martha Washington 
Feb. 20—Devil Anse Hatfield 
Feb 27—Florence Harding 
Mar. 6—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Mar. 13—John Uri Lloyd 

          Mar. 20—Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
          Mar. 27—Dolley Madison 

Jane Austen Festival: Village Faire 

Apr. 25-26 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Join us for the Village Faire, which is sure 

to be the talk of all of Meryton! There will 

be workshops, teas, lectures, costume 

promenades, vendors, and the ball. VIP 

tickets are $250 and include general admission, Ball 

admission, a swag bag, bag check, and the hospitality 

suite. General admission tickets are $30 now through 

December 31st. Purchase tickets on our website now to 

take advantage of this pricing. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

* S p i r i t s  b y  S t a r l i g h t  

Oct. 4, Nov. 8, & Dec. 6  

(2026 Dates: Mar. 28, May 16, Jun. 27, Jul. 25, Aug. 29, 

Sep. 29 & 26, Oct. 3, Nov. 21, & Dec. 12) 

7 to 10 p.m. 

Heritage Village is proud to present the 

region’s only year-round, immersive 

paranormal experience, where past and 

present collide. Learn about our haunted 

history in a paranormal investigation using ghostly 

gadgets. $35 for non-members. $25 for members and 

students. Ages 18+. 

Haunted Village  

Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Celebrate the spooky season with a family-

friendly, slight-fright event. Explore the 

Village meeting ghosts, witches, a cursed 

archeologist, a fortune teller, and a 

galloping ghoul along the way. Enjoy a haunted trail, 

balloon art, trick-or-treating, games, face painting, and 

more! Admission is $15. Members and children ages 2 

and under are free. 

*Period Dinner: Dinner with Dickens 

Nov. 19 6:00 p.m. 

Sample some 19th century cuisine. 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the meal. This dinner is sold out. 

*Christmas by Candlelight Dinner 

Dec. 2 6:30 p.m. 

Enjoy holiday cuisine based on Clemont 

Clarke Moore’s 1823 poem ‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas. This dinner is sold out. 

 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour 

Dec. 3-5 & 10-12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Learn about 19th century Christmas 

traditions in Cincinnati during this guided 

tour of our decorated buildings. The cost is 

$12 for non-member and $10 for member. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tours Oct. 4, Nov. 8, Dec. 6, Mar. 28, May 16, Jun. 27, Jul. 25, Aug. Yes 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 No 

*Period Dinners Nov. 19 Yes 

*Christmas by Candlelight Dinner Dec. 2 Yes 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 Yes 

*Period Brunch Series Dec. 6 Yes 

Holly & Hearth Night Dec. 12 No 

Train Days Dec. 17–Jan. 4 (except 12/24, 12/25, 12/31, & 1/1) No 

*First Person Program Series Feb. 13, 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, & 27 Yes 

Jane Austen Festival Apr. 25–26 No 

* Pre-registration through our website is required for events marked with an asterisk. 

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

E d  P r o g r a m  T r a i n i n g  

 

There will be a training session for the new education 

program, Past Professions, on October 22nd at 11:30 

a.m. This program introduces students to a variety of 

19th century professions through activities like: 

• Telegraphy 

• Lessons in a one-room schoolhouse 

• Keeping a shop 

• Trading goods 

Now is the perfect chance to prepare for the first Past 

Professions programs in early November. If you would 

like to attend, please RSVP by emailing Lauren Woods. 

Everyone knows that the best part  

of trick-or-treating is the treats! Help  

us treat the kids at Haunted Village  

by donating a bag—or three—of  

candy. We welcome any and all donations  

of individually wrapped candy, so long as it is not 

yet past its expiration date. (Nothing spoils the 

fun faster than a trick in the treat bag!) If you feel 

compelled to spread joy and whimsy this spooky 

season, you may drop off donations at Hayner 

House. Thank you for your part in making 

Haunted Village a sweet experience! 

C a n d y  D o n a t i o n s  
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Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make this 

summer our busiest—and most successful—yet. Between 

Little Village in the Big Woods and Columbia Settlement 

1788, we welcomed over 3,000 guests through our gates. 

Both events received high praise from attendees and 

brought more publicity to the Village. 

Volunteers contributed over 650 hours for Little Village 

and over 400 hours for Columbia. Thanks to your 

dedication, we are able to provide quality programming 

and continue expanding our reach. 

Looking ahead, Haunted Village kicks off soon. It will 

run Friday and Saturday nights during the three middle 

weekends of October. To pull off this family-friendly 

Halloween tradition, we need over 65 volunteers per 

night—our largest need of the year. There are many ways 

to help: admissions, concessions, gatekeeping, face 

painting, balloon twisting, or even bringing spooky 

characters to life. 

If you’d like to join in the fun this spooky season, you can 

find our most urgent needs to the right or browse all 

open shifts on Better Impact. We hope to see you at the 

Village on a dark (but not stormy) night! 

Event Date(s) Time* 
Volunteers 

Needed 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 65+/Night 

Past Professions Docent 

Training (Lunch Provided) 
Oct. 22 

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 

p.m. 
As guests 

Period Dinners Nov. 19, Dec. 2 5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 4+/Dinner 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 2–4/Day 

Period Brunch Series Dec. 6 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 4+/Brunch 

Holly & Hearth Night Dec. 12 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 20+/Night 

Jane Austen Festival Apr. 25–26 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 65+/Day 

*Times listed are the event times. Volunteer arrival times will be sent out in an email before the event.  

2 0 2 5 — 2 0 2 6  Vo l u n t e e r  S c h e d u l e  

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s  H a u n t e d  V i l l a g e  

We still have many spots to fill in order to make Haunted 

Village a success! Below are some of our more urgent 

volunteer needs. You can find a full list of volunteer 

opportunities on Better Impact. 

Balloon Twisters: We need a handful of volunteers each 

night. Training can be arranged. 

Dentist & Tooth Fairy: We need a tooth-riffic pair on 

Oct. 18, 24, & 25. 

Face Painters: We need a couple of face painters each 

night. 

Gatekeepers: We need a large number of people to sit at 

front doors to manage crowd control and pass out candy. 

Actors: We have 3 roles to fill in the play “Pride, 

Prejudice, & the Pursuit of Brains.” 

Lizbeth Brainnet is a young woman whose 

brain interferes in matters of the heart. Her role 

needs filled on Oct. 10 & 11. 

Mrs. Brainnet is a meddling, monster-creating 

mama. Her role needs filled on Oct. 10 & 11. 

Mr. Darcenstein is a single man in want of 

brains. His role needs filled on Oct. 10 & 24. 


