
T i m e s t e p s  

 Heritage Village Museum & Educational Center 

Summer 2025  

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

Greetings, 

I hope all of you are staying cool and relaxed during this warm summer. I also 

hope you have had a chance to stop by the Village and see what’s been going on.  

In June, The Village saw 3,000 visitors at our inaugural Jane Austen Festival. 

Guests came from all over America, Canada, and even Europe. The event was 

incredibly successful, and we are already working on bringing it back in 2026.  

In July, 16 years of renovations culminated in the official opening of Myers 

Schoolhouse. Thank you to everyone who made it out to celebrate, and to all 

who helped in any way with its completion. You have left an eternal mark on 

the Village. 

As we look forward, Little Village in the Big Woods will take place on August 7th 

and 8th. These pioneer days will be an immersive and historically accurate homage 

to Laura Ingalls Wilder’s life. The special guest for this event will be none other 

than Dean Butler, who played Almanzo Wilder in the Little House on the Prairie TV 

show. September 12th will also see a newly retooled Columbia Settlement 1788 

event, now geared toward homeschoolers. Further along in the fall, don’t forget 

that Haunted Village is coming up again for three weekends in October. 

We are extraordinarily proud of our program schedule this year, and I hope you’ll 

join us for our upcoming events. In the meantime, stop by the Village to appreciate 

all of the hard work that has been completed by our Gardening Committee, 

Buildings and Grounds volunteers, and everyone else who works so hard to make 

our Village picture perfect. 

V i l l a g e  H o u r s  

October-April 

Self-guided tours and exhibits. 

Wednesday – Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May-September 

Wednesday – Saturday 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided tours:  

10:30 a.m., 12:45 p.m. & 3 p.m. 

Sunday  

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Guided Tours:  

1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

 

O f f i c e  H o u r s  

Wednesday – Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

(513) 563-9484 

Private tours, school programs, and 

scout programs available  

year round by appointment. 
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* S p i r i t s  b y  S t a r l i g h t  

Sept. 20 & 27, Oct. 4, Nov. 8, & Dec. 6  

7 to 10 p.m. 

Heritage Village is proud to present the 

region’s only year-round, immersive 

paranormal experience, where past and 

present collide. Learn about our haunted 

history in a paranormal investigation using ghostly 

gadgets. $35 per person. $25 for members and students. 

Ages 18+. 

V i n t a g e  B a s e b a l l  

Sept. 27 

Heritage Village Museum hosts vintage 

base ball matches at our Dan Lyon Field. 

Base ball is free to watch, but admission is 

required to tour the Heritage Village 

buildings. A full schedule can be found on our website. 

Haunted Village  

Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Celebrate the spooky season with a family-

friendly, slight-fright event. Explore the 

Village meeting ghosts, witches, a cursed 

archeologist, a fortune teller, and a 

galloping ghoul along the way. Enjoy a haunted trail, 

balloon art, trick-or-treating, games, face painting, and 

more! Admission is $15. Members and children ages 2 

and under are free. 

*Christmas by Candelight Dinner: ‘Twas 

the Night Before Christmas 

Dec. 2 6:30 p.m. 

Enjoy holiday cuisine based on Clemont 

Clarke Moore’s 1823 poem ‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas. $50 for non-members and 

$40 for members. 

 

 

 

 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

L i t t l e  V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  B i g  Wo o d s  

P i o n e e r  D a y s  

Aug. 7 & 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Step into the pages of Laura Ingalls 

Wilder’s Little House series. The Village will 

come to life as scenes from the books. 

Enjoy hands-on activities and meet Dean 

Butler, who played Almanzo on the TV series! Admission 

at the gate is $8 per person, and free for members and 

children age 3 and under.  

* P e r i o d  D i n n e r s  

Sample some 19th century cuisine. 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the meal. There will be 

entertainment in accordance with the 

theme. The cost is $50 for non-members and $40 for 

members. 

 

Aug. 27 – Spellbinding Start of Term Feast 

Oct. 1 – A Grimm Brothers Adventure 

Nov. 19 – Dinner with Dickens 

F a l l  H o m e s c h o o l  D a y :   

C o l u m b i a  S e t t l e m e n t  

Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Learn about Cincinnati’s first pioneer 

settlers and enjoy hands-on activities. Pre-

register online for $6 per person. Price at 

the gate is $8 per person, and free for 

members and children age 3 and under. 

* B r u n c h  S e r i e s  
Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 

Sample some 19th century cuisine. Our 

Education Director, Lauren Woods, will 

prepare the brunch and guests will be 

treated to a guided tour after they eat. 

Tickets are $30 for members and $40 for non-members. 
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M a r k  Yo u r  C a l e n d a r  

Event Date(s) Registration required?* 

Little Village Pioneer Days Aug. 7–8 No 

Fall Homeschool Day: Columbia 

Settlement 1788 
Sept. 12 No, but preferred 

*Period Brunch Series Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 Yes 

*Spirits by Starlight Ghost Tours Sept. 20 & 27, Oct. 4, Nov. 8, & Dec. 6 Yes 

Vintage Base Ball Sept. 27 No 

*Period Dinners Oct. 1, & Nov. 19 Yes 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24 & 25 No 

*Christmas by Candlelight Dinner Dec. 2 Yes 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 Yes 

Holly & Hearth Nights Dec. 5 & 12 No 

Train Days Dec. 17–19 No 

* Pre-registration through our website is required for events marked with an asterisk. 

Check HeritageVillageMuseum.org/events for more details. 

*A 19th Century Holiday Tour 

Dec. 3-5 & 10-12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Learn about 19th century Christmas 

traditions in Cincinnati during this guided 

tour of our decorated buildings. The cost is 

$12 per non-member and $10 per member. 

Holly & Hearth Nights 

Dec. 5 & 12 6-9 p.m.  

See the Village aglow in the snow. 

Activities include crafts, building tours, hot 

chocolate, cookies, and more! Pre-register 

online for $6 per person. Admission is $8. 

Members and children 3 and under are free. 

Train Days 

Dec. 17-19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Watch model trains chug through elaborate 

displays as you enjoy cookies and hot 

cocoa. The GCGRS will be back with their 

trains this year! Admission is $5 per person. 

Members and children age 3 and under are free. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  F r o m  t h e  B a n k s  o f  S i l v e r  L a k e  

t o  O u r  L i t t l e  V i l l a g e  

In early July, Lauren Woods 

and Bethany Jewell traveled 

to Sioux Falls and De Smet, 

South Dakota, for 

LauraPalooza. This 

conference is put on by the 

Laura Ingalls Wilder Legacy 

and Research Association. 

While there, they reunited 

with Laura Ingalls Gunn, an 

Ingalls descendant who presented at our Jane Austen 

Festival. Laura introduced them to Dean Butler--best 

known as Almanzo Wilder on the Little House on the 

Prairie TV show. We're thrilled to share that Dean 

has generously agreed to join us for our Little Village 

in the Big Woods event, where he'll meet fans and 

celebrate the pioneer spirit. We're incredibly grateful 

for his ongoing support of the Little House 

community--fellow "bonnet heads"--and we hope 

you'll be part of the fun! 
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As one day with an extreme heat 

advisory has been followed by 

another this summer, we thought it 

might be refreshing to look back in 

history to the year 1816, which has 

been called “the year without a 

summer” or even “Eighteen hundred 

and froze to death.” The eastern US 

and Europe experienced below 

normal temperatures that year. In 

May, most of the crops were killed by 

frost in New York, New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, and Vermont. In 

June, heavy snow blanketed parts of 

New York and Maine. Frigid 

temperatures lasted into late June, 

which normally would have been 

harvest season. Farmers planted 

crops that failed and then replanted 

them only to have them fail again. 

Wild temperature swings were also 

reported, with temperatures as high 

as 95⁰F dropping to near freezing in 

a matter of hours. There was 

widespread hunger and food prices 

soared.   

In the Ohio Valley, the end of March 

and the beginning of April were mild; 

and people began planting. But then 

the temperatures plunged, and the 

ground was covered with ice and 

snow. In May buds and fruit trees 

froze, ice formed half an inch thick. 

Here too, fields were planted again 

and again until the planting season 

had passed. Frost, freezing and 

bitter cold continued unabated 

through June, July and August. 

There was a mild period at the 

beginning of September, but then it 

turned cold again with ice half an 

inch thick.  

The Kemper family, living on the 

Walnut Hill farm in Cincinnati in 

1816, would have experienced these 

strange climatic events. They were 

no strangers to the rigors of cold 

weather. When the thermometer 

dropped below zero, the parlor in 

the Log House was frigid. They 

could build the log fire as big as 

they might, but they could not 

overcome the fact that ninety 

percent of the heat was going up 

the chimney! When the family 

gathered there, no doubt the spots 

closest to the hearth were reserved 

for those who needed them most. 

For others sitting farther away, they 

had footwarmers, small boxes 

holding hot coals, just big enough 

to accommodate two feet rested on 

top; these were particularly effective 

for the women, who could cover 

them with their long skirts. The stone 

kitchen was separate from the house; 

so, even in the most bone-chilling 

cold, Judith had to carry cooked food 

outside and then into the parlor 

reconfigured as the dining room. It 

makes you wonder how often dishes 

needed to be re-heated on the dining 

room fireplace.   

Sleeping arrangements could be 

challenging in cold weather; we are 

told the men slept on the floor on 

pallets, while the elderly, the infirm, 

the women and smaller children had 

beds. Bedwarmers, closed pans, some 

designed to hold hot coals, others hot 

water, were available in that time 

period for those who wished to avoid 

jumping into bed under freezing 

sheets and blankets. It was always 

preferred to share a bed for warmth, 

and the men liked to sleep in the loft 

over the kitchen in the winter, 

because it was so much warmer than 

their accommodations in the house.  

But winter weather in the heart of 

summer? That was another matter. 

Their crops and Judith’s kitchen 

garden may have been seriously 

damaged. Bulk transportation was 

still limited to the Ohio River; the 

E i g h t e e n  S i x t e e n — T h e  Ye a r  W i t h o u t  a  S u m m e r  

B y  J i m  S m i t h  
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start of construction on the Miami 

and Eire Canal was still a decade in 

the future, and the coming of the 

railroads was a long way beyond that. 

So, it was not yet possible to move 

large quantities of food from areas 

unaffected to those suffering 

shortages. The family’s ability to help 

others in need, or to be helped 

themselves, must have been severely 

limited. It would also have been 

unclear to them what was going on. 

River traffic was still the fastest form 

of communication, and the family 

had no way of knowing how 

widespread the bizarre weather 

patterns were as they unfolded.  

From the perspective of history and 

science, we now have a better idea of 

what was happening and why. In 

April 1815, the volcano, Mount 

Tambora, in Indonesia, erupted. The 

explosion blew twelve cubic miles of 

earth into the atmosphere. Most of 

the debris fell back to earth, but a 

cloud of aerosols the size of 

Australia and a hundred miles thick 

remained floating in the stratosphere. 

Weather patterns went into serious 

imbalance all over the world. In 

India and Asia, the monsoon season 

was disrupted, resulting in multi-year 

famines. In the arctic sea, ice and 

icebergs broke up. Severe storms 

pummeled the coast of south Africa. 

Western Europe and western North 

America experienced severe 

droughts, as did the tropical regions 

of Brazil where the streams dried up, 

most of the cattle died, and people 

were on the move toward the great 

rivers in search of water.  

When the cloud of aerosol particles 

stalled over the eastern US and most 

of Europe, it blocked the rays of the 

sun and caused the year without a 

summer. In the US the cloud was 

described as a persistent “dry fog”. 

It filtered sunlight, giving it a 

reddish cast, so much so that 

sunspots were visible to the naked 

eye. Most of Europe suffered the 

same fate as New England, with 

cold, widespread crop failure and 

famine. In Switzerland “incessant 

rain” and the “wet, ungenial 

summer” forced vacationers, Mary 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord 

Byron, and their friends, to stay 

indoors. Mary Shelley passed the 

time by writing Frankenstein.   

But the Kemper family would have 

been unaware of this larger context. 

They could only watch as the 

weather went crazy around them. 

Their deep trust in the providence 

of God, would have sustained them 

in this, as it had sustained them in 

so many trials before. They were 

deeply practical people, and we can 

only speculate on the solutions they 

came up with in the face of such 

novel challenges. Did some of Rev. 

James’ congregants wonder if this 

was the end of the world? If so, it is 

not hard to imagine him responding 

that, come what may, we trust in the 

Lord.  

V i l l a g e  C l o s e d  f o r  B r i d g e  R e p a i r  

Great Parks of Hamilton County has 

scheduled bridge repair for later this 

month on the bridge over Sharon 

Creek between the Lebanon Rd. 

entrance and the Sharon Centre 

parking lot. The repair work is 

expected to take place between Aug. 

11 and Aug. 22. Heritage Village 

Museum will be closed to the public 

while the bridge is closed. It is 

possible that the repair work may 

continue past the expected date of 

completion. We will communicate 

closing updates on our website 

homepage and on our  Facebook 

page. If you need to access the 

Village between Aug. 11 and the end 

of August, please contact a staff 

member to coordinate and/or check 

for updates before you visit. 

Mount Tambora erupting 
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By every measure, the 2025 Jane 

Austen Festival was a resounding 

success! With over 3,000 attendees 

from 36 states and 6 countries, this 

was not just a local gathering—it was 

an international celebration of 

history, literature, and community. 

Heritage Village Museum was truly 

alive with the spirit of Austen, and 

it’s all thanks to the incredible 

dedication of our volunteers. 

From the earliest planning stages to 

the final cleanup, our volunteers were 

essential to this event. Whether you 

helped with admissions, teas, 

transportation, gift shop sales, 

building staffing, or setup and clean 

up, your efforts made this festival 

shine. It was inspiring to witness the 

seamless teamwork across all 

volunteer groups—each person 

contributing their time, energy, and 

talents toward a shared goal. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to 

the Jane Austen Festival Committee: 

Lauren Woods, Bethany Jewell, Beth 

Biggs, Sandi Cloppert, Felicity Cook, 

Charlotte Goering, Kathy Luhn, 

Jessica Nedeff, Steve Preston, Linda 

Roberts, and Julia Sandman. Your 

tireless planning and execution 

brought this event to life in 

spectacular fashion. 

A special thank you goes out to 

Charlotte Goering, who not only 

sponsored the perfect venue for the 

ball but also organized the gift shop, 

donated items, and coordinated 

contributions from the National 

Society of the Colonial Dames of 

America in the state of Ohio 

(NSCDA-OH), Cincinnati Chapter. 

Our quilters created a stunning 

Dresden pattern quilt for the raffle 

that brought in $560, and crafted 

lavender sachets for the gift shop—

both efforts raised vital funds for 

the museum. The gardeners and 

buildings & grounds teams made the 

Village look more beautiful than I 

have ever seen it look. The 

Collections team ensured our 

exhibits and artifacts were displayed 

at their finest. 

We are grateful to our generous 

sponsors: NSCDA-OH Cincinnati 

Chapter, the Taft Museum of Art, 

Churchill’s Fine Teas, and Alpine 

Valley Water.  

To our presenters, workshop 

leaders, vendors, dancers, musicians, 

and demonstrators—your 

contributions added depth, charm, 

and authenticity to the festival. 

Thank you to the Great Parks 

T h a n k  Yo u  Vo l u n t e e r s !  

personnel who worked with us on 

logistics, rentals, parking, and 

security. We also appreciate the eight 

NKU graduate students who 

collaborated with us through a 

summer course, learning 19th 

century skills for the event.  

Three amazing volunteer groups 

helped us prepare the Village for the 

big 

weekend: 

Madeira 

High 

School, 

UC Blue 

Ash Staff 

and Faculty, and The Grail Summer 

Crew. From assembling swag bags to 

setting up tents and beautifying the 

grounds, your large-scale efforts 

were invaluable. 

We wish we could list every single 

volunteer by name—there are so 

many of you that your names alone 

would fill a couple pages! Please 

know that your contribution, 

whether big or small, is deeply 

appreciated. This event was a 

monumental undertaking, and it 

simply could not have happened 

without your support. –Bethany 

The Forget Me Not Dancers perform. 

Arleen Donikowski quilting. 

Volunteers served the tea. (L to R) wearing aprons: Yvonne Reissig, Julia Sandman, 

Marilyn Meckes, Lisa Hayworth, and Kim Lucas. 
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We’re excited to share some 

upcoming opportunities for 

volunteers to get involved and 

continue supporting the Village in 

meaningful ways. 

On September 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 

p.m., we’ll be hosting Columbia 

Settlement 1788, a special event we’re 

piloting as a homeschool experience 

this year. Our goal is to introduce a 

new audience to the rich history of 

Southwest Ohio through engaging, 

hands-on learning. To make this 

event a success, we’re seeking 

U p c o m i n g  Vo l u n t e e r   

O p p o r t u n i t i e s !  

volunteers to assist with activities, 

demonstrations, admissions, and 

other essential roles. Signups will be 

available soon on BetterImpact. 

Then in October, our beloved 

Haunted Village returns for its 

annual run during the middle three 

weekends of the month. This event 

is one of our largest and most 

spirited, and we’ll need more than 

65 volunteers each night across six 

evenings. Volunteers help with a 

wide variety of tasks—from 

admissions and concessions to 

gatekeeping, running games, face 

painting, and portraying spooky 

characters in our many attractions. 

It’s a lively and fun way to support 

the Village while getting into the 

Halloween spirit! We’re especially 

looking for volunteers to help set up 

the haunted trail and for those 

interested in learning balloon 

twisting to add even more magic to 

the event. 

Additional details about volunteering 

for Columbia Settlement 1788, 

Haunted Village, and other 

upcoming events will be shared via 

email as we get closer to each date. If 

you have any questions or would like 

to get involved, please contact 

Bethany Jewell at 

bjewell@heritagevillagecincinnati.org

Event Date(s) Time* 
Volunteers 

Needed 

Little Village in the Big 

Woods 
Aug. 7–8 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 20+/Day 

Period Dinners Oct. 1, Nov. 19, Dec. 2 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 4+/Dinner 

Columbia Settlement 1788 Sept. 12 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 20+/Day 

Period Brunch Series Sept. 20 & Dec. 6 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 4+/Brunch 

Volunteer Meeting Sept. 27 11 a.m.—1 p.m. As guests 

Haunted Village Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, & 25 6 p.m. – 10 p.m. 65+/Day 

A 19th Century Holiday Tour Dec. 3–5 & 10–12 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 2–4/Day 

Holly & Hearth Nights Dec. 5 & 12 6-9 p.m. 20+/Night 

*Times listed are the event times. Volunteer arrival times will be sent out in an email before the event.  

2 0 2 5  Vo l u n t e e r  S c h e d u l e  

Volunteer with Joe 

Wenning, Founder 

of the Columbia  

Settlement 1788 

event! 

Linda Roberts and Palin Slough descend 

on the Spider House at Haunted Village! 


